FREE SOCIETY

ENTERED AT

FRANGISCO POSTOFFIGE AS SECOND-GLASS MATTER.

Ia Expoest o Asachisl - Commuaisny mumawuwm hal n e Aisace of Menguly Price snd Compeliien Camme it and o Commmicn s 12 fonfable s,

VOL. VI. NO, 18,

BAN FRANCISCO, CAL., SUNDAY, MARCH 18, 1900.

WHOLE NO. 258.

AWKE! YE SLAVES!

Men of labor, heirs of glory,
Heroes of unwritien story,
Nurselings of one mighty mother;
Hopes of her sud one another,
Rise, like llons after slumber,
Bhake your ehalns Lo earth like dew
Which, 1a sleep, had fallen on you.
Yo are many, they are few.

—Percy Bhelley.
o« 0 00

THE PARIS COMMUNE.

Two dramatic periods in the history of the nine- |
teenth century are ours,
the seventeenth of March and the eleventh of No- |
vember we commemorate events which may well be
regarded as sacred to the cause of homan liberty.
Wherever loyal hearts beat in radical breasts, there
twice each year will be found gathered together,
openly or in secret, men and women devoted to the
cause,of social regeneration. While we mourn the
vietims of capitalist hate and ecruelty who were
sacrificed on those occasions, let us rather be glad
than therwise that we have the memory of suoch
remarkable occurrences to keep slive in us the de-
termination to work unceasingly for our common

The Paris Commune was the most important
event that has been recorded in modern times. Each
time I read the history of that great p ian up-

Each recurring year, on | 18

To endeavor to reduce the great social demands ol1
the Paris workmen of March, 1871, toa munieipal |
movement, is to do them the groesest mjury .Noth-
ing is more certain than that the principal quulionl‘
were the everlasting social demands of the disinherited |
who have nw.m.l«] each other through centuries since
the Gracehi, Srartacus, the Wagres, the Hussites, the
Maillotins, the Jacquirre, the ngh.h trades unlonl. |
the Hebenhu to the insurgents of 1848, the qur- ;
nationalists of 1865, the Revolutionists and the
mupe of 1871, The react bocrpou did noc
deceive themselves a8 to its te y and import. |
Thcy understood and Ludg«.l it .wordmgly ; which is|
cr{ reason why they carried on a war to the knife, |
exu nation to the death, and drowned ite ntbou}

Further proof that the uprising was of & Bocial-|
istic nature, is found in the following:

It was decided as & means to facilitate the dispatech |
of business that the Assembly (The Commune) should |
form itsel! into ten Commissions. The seventh was |
““The commission of Labor, Industry and Exehange, |
baving in its provinee a part of matﬁgblm works and |

commerce. It is also entrusted with dissemination
of Bocialistic doecnments. 1t has to seek means for the
equalization of labor and wages,”

The above, remember, is official, and will be found
in the official papers as published by Visinier, in
his “History of the Commune of Paris.” Surely,
nothing stronger or more eonyineing ean be needed,
to show the fallacy of the statements made by those
who seek to belittle this great movement of the

. * rising T am more and more impressed with its tre-
i menous scope and significance. I doubt if yych a
piaiolss m«mww
i any people; ‘while the awful tragedy accompanying
~ iswas marked by special acts of cruelty and treach-

{lishing equality aud

people. The Paris Oommnno was a revolt
gainat existing and insiituiions, by the
masses against the classes, for the purpose ol estab-
aniong all men. It
was the first real Socialistio uprising ever known,
and had it been successful would have been the

.

ery which were uot even found in the of
8t. Bartholomew or the Antwerp horror. The char-
acter of the revolt cannot be measured by any other
movement known, It stands alone, nnique, grand;
and though suppressed in boundless hate and rivers
of blood, it still typefies the genius, the courage and
the devotion of the ad tes of our oause,
In order to understand thoroughly the greunen
of this momentous event it is y to ly

g hi t ever plished by man.

The difficulties which had to be met and ina
measure overcome in establishing the Commune,
were beyond precedent. The Franco-Prussian war
had just ended in complete vietory for the German
forces. The city of Paris, which for six months'had
been besieged by the juering armies of Bismarck
:pd von Moltke, bad osplmhted under conditions

read its history, both as written by its enemies and
its friends. To me it presents itself under four
principal aspects: 1. The character of the uprising
- and subsequent orgtniution of the Commune. 2.
The obstacl d and surmounted. 8. The
_nature of the reforms attempted. 4. The personnel
of the principal participants.
What was the Paris Commune? Attempn have
- been made to_belittle its character by asserting that
‘it was ‘merely a political movement to ‘give to the
-oimsens f Paris local selfvgovernmenﬁ, ‘that it was
revoluhona.ry uprising or a revolt of
laboring dlum, ‘that it ad no eoonomm sig-

/

ly reflecting upon the inwgl:ig of some of
the prineipal officers of the French government.
The citizens Were nearly wild with shame, grief, and
suspicion. The sufferings of many of
during the siege had been very great.
Provisions and supplies of all kinds were enormously
dear, and thousands were in a condition of semi-
starvation. The victorious German army still com-
pletely surrounded the city, cutting off all commu-
nication with other places. Under these conditions
the uprising was managed 80 adroitly by a few radi-
oals, bers of the Inter thnt by the
seventeenth of March, only a little over two weekl
after the capitulation of Paris, almo:

i 1

lately victorious and now threatening foreign foe
on every side of the city, by the deliberate prepara-
tions of M. Thiers to put down the revolt at all
hazards, as well as by the bitter opposition of those
inside the city gates who were opposed to the move-
ment, the Commune was, on the 26th of March,

officially proclaimed and established amid perfect
| order and with great enthusiasm. But the difficul-
ties which obtained prior to and at the time of the
establishment of the Co.umune, were aggravated a
thousand times when Thiers, egged on by his capi-
| talistic masters in their mad desire for revenge,
commenced his barbarous attack upon the devoted
{city. From the second day of April until the last
| week in May, the bombardment of the city was jn-
cessant, while furious onslanghts were daily made
by the government troops. Ambulances for the
wounded were repeatedly fired upon; and the wom-
en attendants were brutaly assanlted, violated, and
afterward d by the soldiers from Versailles,
while engaged in their errands of mercy. Flags of
truce were received with derision and insults, and
the bearers promptly shot. Prisoners of war, taken
in battle, were either quickly shot or bayoneted, or
were mercilessly tortured to death in a hundred of
diabolical ways on the public streets of Versailles,
for the delectation of prominent citizens, their wives
and families looking on with the utmost compla-

cency. And yet, in the face of all these terrible con-

ditions, the Commune of Paris held daily official

 sittings, transacted its business, corrected m_...,;g_.._@w

abuses and outrages, and took steps to organize
every department of the city, of industry, and of
the army.

Amid these scenes of turmoil and distraction re-
forms were instituted which challenged the admirae
tion of the world. During the empire Paris had
been & very hotbed of prostitution and vice; the
Commune undertook to clean out these Angean
stables and greatly lessened the evil. Among the
first of its official acts, it burned to ashes that ter-
ribl\engme of the first revolution, the guillotine,
proving to the world its mission of peice and good

will to men. The city under the Communé no

longer p ted the s of h misery and
reckless ion and extr e which had. -
oh-nntenmd it for years. Taxes were reduced
and' whey:ei were contemplated to atill furher re
duce taxation. Nauongl woriahope we!

» '.l‘hé eqnsmpuon aot wn ised.
declared the remission of




FREE SOCIETY.

FREE SOCIETY.

FORMERLY “THE FIREBRAND.” ’

Published Weekly by Free Society Publishing Ass'n.
50 CENTS A YEAR.

Address all Communications and make all Money
ble to FREE . 38‘ Clinton Park,
8 Of

Orders pays-
SOCIETY. San
cisce, Callf. For visite Market 8t. Castro car.

Amarechy.—A social theory which regards the union of order
with the absence of all direct government of man by man as the
political ideal: absolute individual l{berty. —Century Dietionary.

MORE NOTES. |
The Missoari Congreesmen gave the country quite sl
treat the other day. It was & day of revelations. |
Each side contributed some chapters of unwritten his- |
tory. Neither one even attempted to deny the charges |
of the other; but each retorted with the elegant, if|
hackneyed defense: ‘‘ You're another.” Clear proof |
was farpished that each party, when in powet.unu:ud‘i
measures to perpetuate itself by frand. Both |
shown to be equslly dishonorable. The Aparchist |
alone could look on snd say: ‘A plague o’ both your |
houses.” Yet thousands of Missourians will vote for*
the same set of robbers again this fall.
.

the city has been purloined this year to feed the raven-
ous maws of these ‘‘guardians of the peace.” Yet
crime is go rsmpant in the city that the chief of police
publicly conf the incomy of his force, and
offers & hundred dollars to every private citizen who
will kill a robber in the act. Thus theé worthlessness
of government continues to manifest itself, even in the

~ | discharge of its chief function.

. o 0
The mayor of New Orleans declares that the police
are in the pay of the gamblers, and that he cannot find
a remedy. This belplessnoss is very touching.
*. 0
The bribery cases from Montana continue to attract
attention. It seems that seats in the United States
Senate are up lor sale, just like seats in the Stock Ex-
change. It is most appropriate, since one is a den of
thieves equally with the other. There are twenty-
seven willionaires in the Benate, every one & thief,
and not one larmer or workingman in either the Sen-

people, by the people, and for the people.” The far-
mers and laboring men, who form the bulk of the
population, will still continue, like the tame sheep

ning to be made known. The half is not revealed;
but enough is exposed to justify all the uW
the labor and radical press, concerning the United
States military thugs, who established a hell-pen and
a reign of terror for American citizens. But we are
not living in an ers when such brigands as Merriam
and his catthroats can be expected to be called to ac-
count. The administration and all parties in Congrees
are too thoroughly tarred with the ssme brush to exsct
s heavy reckoning from their agents in rapine. Even
il pablie indignation should foree a conviction of mon~
ster Merriam, we have a president who is abounding
‘iin mercy—to bankers, wealthy and high connected
| eriminals, useful politicians, and military scoundrels.
| The White House Tartuffe would undoubtedly * com-
| mute”” Merriam’s sentence to a five year’s vacation
| with fall pay, ¢8 in the case of thief and wholesale
| poisoner Eagan.

| A New York legislator has discovered a horror of
| horrors confronting modern civilization. Hundreds of

were | 3te or the House. Yet this is ‘& government of the| y., declares this sapient Soloo, are annually stabbed

| o death by hat-pins in the hands of infuriated women.
Hence he has introdaeed & bill, making it & misde-
meanor lor any woman 10 wear a hat-pin more than

| they have thus far proven themselvee be, 10 YO8 | iree inches long. The next ‘* Daniel come to jadg-
lu.“' laws shall be made for them by thieves, _m}llwn- ment” will andoabltedly discover that hundreds of
| ires, bankers, lawyers, and professional politicians, | on and women are snnvally kicked to death, and

The Roberts case is of wore consequence than at first| 10 ha ot thi :
co ith them. E . .
appears. It marks te beginning of the end, the open | ) Y8 Ok 066 g 5 cotmen ¥ m. Every | yond his name thundering down to posterity by & pro-
it ; p ol inl!dup«.uug man should st lesst have the sense 10| 40d ensctment, making it a felony to wear boots
and flagrant denial of all right of the m ority o rop- keep away from the ballot-box. It is the grave of troe | Livn soles more than a six th of an inch thi

resentation. [t is the clearest proof that majority rule
regards not the rights of individuals. The precedent|
is established. Roberts is excluded because he is hon- |

liberty.

. v -

Becretary (age is. proved to have 4 pablie

“ But alter all, such fool laws are no more shallow in
| their ignorance of real causes than most of the statutes
in exi today. The remedy lor crimes of viclence

est in his polygamy, and honorable in his regard for | i ;
the women that have loved and trusted him, inlwul‘?mm.h' ‘o bave .hvored_muonul ,b‘nh with large de-|is not to ‘%“"“‘ men and women, but to remove the
posits, for their political services; and, like all the | motive, which is vesident in the artificial cooditions

of being s sneaking hypoerite like the mep who voted
to exclude him. 1f he had been a dastardly beast like
Breckenridge, there would not have been even an at-
tempt to exclude him. The pretext in his case was
that of immorality. The first Socialist who is elected
can now be d on the g d of sedition; and
they wiil soon begin Lo excludas anti-imperialists on
the charge of treason. The minority once excluded
from representation, it will be an easy matter to take
away their other rights. Let the work go on, till the
people get their fill of majority tyranny, and learn to
demand equal rights and fall liberty for all, and to en-
force their demands.

9 € @®

A Kansas City judge recently sentenced a man to
forty years in the penitentiary for snatching a purse.
This monstrous act of inhuman brutality readily
passed current in the community because the priconer
was a negro, and the w bbed a white w
Missouri is one of the numerous States in which a

negro cannot get even a fig t of justi No d
the poor fellows, goaded by the outrag; inequaliti
laid on them, b d te and violent. Nobody

in Kansas City will have the manhood to try to drive
that infamons judge from the bench.

* o 0o
Another fine judicial i died tly. He
had enjoyed the great pleasure of sentencing ninety-
six men to death; and he often expressed the desire
to make up the full hundred. Thus it is t.at contact
with the devilish machine of the law begets heart-
lessness.

* o o

The other day, a woman was taken to a St. Louis
hospital. She had received eevere injuries In jumping
from a third-story window, to escape the brutality of
her husband. In telling her story, she said that she
and her husband bad a fight almost every night. She
thoaght this was a proof of love; and that a man and
woman who did not fight, could not_really love each
other. They fought from jealousy, which wasa proof
of love. This fool is not alone in her idea, disgusting
as it is. Even among radicals, there are those who
frame excuses for jealousy, that most hatefal and in-
vasive of all faults, and call it ** proof of love.” It is
fndeed such a proof as slave-owners have always fur-
nished. The object of the Fugitive Slave Law was to
enable slave-hunters to mapifest their deep affection
for their chattels. The sexual slave-owners of today
show the same spirit—a noble one indeed. This wom-
an simply carries their ideaa little further. I cordially
commend her logic and example to them. 1t is a per-
fectly it application of their ideas. ~

v o

‘We are often told that the great work of the law is

to protect its subjects. In St. Louis, the police force

administration eriminals, be eseapes scot-free. The
Repablicans ““do not see the need of an investigation.”
Natarally not; the guilty always court darkness.

L L -

So much has been sccomplished in the direction of
enslaving the people, during the past ‘our years, that
the pussage of the gold standard bill seems hardly
worth mentioning. It only rivets the chains a little
tighter. Those who have so patiently submitted to
every past encroachmeny will bear this with like grace
—and so encourage still further aseaults on their
rights. There may be an end of this slavi-b acquies-
cence some day, if manhood is not quite dead. History
will record that more of the people’s liberties have
been destroyed during the present sdministration than
in any preceding four-year period. And yet the
chances are that McKinley, hypoerite, liar, patron of
thieves and murderers, destroyer of democracy an
founder of imperialism, will be triumphantly re-elected.
“You can fool the people part of the time, but—1"

P * o 0

Professor Sumner of Yale will have to be careful ; or
Comstock will be after him, to remind him that we
have laws inthis country, made expreesly to keep peo-
ple from telling the truth about the marriage system.
The professor informed his class in sociology that mar-
riage is, and always has been, a matter of custom ; and
that its basis is  a gross inequality.” He said that
not more than ten per cent of married people realize
their ideal. So far from the marriage institution being
an inherently sacred thing, it does not date back, in
its present shape, more than 350 years. The Church
made no laws a8 ‘‘ to the marriage ceremony, until the
sixteenth century, at the Council of Trent.” Further
he added that “ most novels stop with the marriage
ceremony; beyond that it would be difficult to main-
tain the op ””  These on the part of
well-informed conservatives make it all the stranger
that some professed radicals, who have flung off all
other superstitions, still hold the marriage system in
reverential awe.

e o o

A labor org tly visited T for the
purpose of forming the mi there.
He was promptly ted on the charge of holding an

«unlawful assemblage.”” I have seen no further de-

cre-ted by society iteelf.

Jaxzs F. Mozvox, Ju.

THE INSICNIFICANCE OF THE CONGRESS OF

PARLIAMENTARY SOCIALISTS.

Was anything ever more deceiving than the congress
recently held by the del of the Socialistic grodps,
which nnder various titles form the “‘Workers’ Social-
iat Party” and which are attached more particalarly
to parliamentary Marxism? The delegates certainly
stated their pretensions to obtain the balance of power,
i. ., to become the governing body of revolutionized
society according to the Marxist formula and under
the direction of their leader—Liebknecht,—assisted in
France by all the non-commissioned officers of the
party. But we bad hoped that at the commencement
the delegates would expound their ideas on these
governing bodies from the point of view of their social
doctrine, for the beneiii oi the future society of which
these individuals, without doubt, possess the secret
to the exclusion of all other Socialists outside their
pale who are henceforth unworthy of calling them-
selves by that name,

After all, who knows whether such an exposition of
governmental views would not have revealed certain
conceptions worthy of being seriously examined—of
being seriously di d: d perhaps even, (who
knows?)—all doctrinarianism apart—if they would not
have helped those who hope to overthrow the actual
social edifice, the fall of which might possibly crush us
all, if we were not previously asphyxiated by the

i
|
|
I

We waited, therefore, with curiosity and interest for-
what the spokesmen of the party were about to say.
We hoped to learn how these aspiring members of a.
Socialist government expected to conduct themselves
in the public office into which future evolution would
place them and how upon general principles they were
preparing themselves to fulfil their duties.

What about public education, the basis of all society?" -
What about the family? What about the exercise of
the rights of individaals? What about the organiza-
tion of collective production? What about the distribu--
tion of commodities, at the same time recognizing the
rights of individual producers? How to provide for:
the new social directors, the supply of tools, means of

tails, except that the mine owners and are
determined to fight against the establish t of labor
unions. The miserable, shrinking curs are afraid of
being compelled to disgorge some of their pl ds

portation, public instruction, the maintenance of
the aged, the sick, and the inferior. How to deal with
the ston of cri and misd civil

PPI
3.

having been abolished as well as private

Hence the government kindly helps them to prevent ;roporty. How to establish individual relations which.
m“m‘g;"z y hinderi ""°t:' emen | gre of t to & collective society, and the relations
from sssembling to discuss their rights. It is g of the vari ofa 10 one another,

to live in & land of liberty !

.

hh-?,nlm&d. The boepital fund of

At last, & portion of the truth a4 to Idaho is begin-
- X 4.

b

and to the collectivist State. What will constitats &
the true nnit of liberty and socisl equality?
the relations,
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between the different social g

units? In short, in what way will be organized the
most direct. participation of the individual in the
direction of social interests, under what way he will be
able to seriously control his wants and the satisfaction
of the same, etc., ete.

Of course the greater part of these questions can
have no immediate solution, as they must depend ab-
solutely upon experience.

1t would be necessary to discues at t
maintenance or sapppression of various public offices
with which these questons are connected. But still it
would have been interesting to know upon what social
principles our aspiring governors expected o arrive
at the relative solutions, leading to a more complete
and more scientific arrangement, knowing that they
of the “‘sociil science.”

But in regard to the questions connected with the
new organization for public institutions, the constitu-
tion of the Soecislist family, and the exercise of indi-
vidual rights, it was at least necessary to know the
formal opinion of the future organizers of a society that
they dream of directing by “Neo-Jacobin Bocialists”

he outset bt.he

Up to the present every government, monarchical,
liberal, or ultra republican, claims the monopoly of
public instruction. Monarchists, absolute and clerical,
in the nawme of liberty claim the right of instruction
for the family. The church knows that by tradition,
by powerlessness, and above all by interest, parents
will entrust their children to the priests that they
mould them to their ideas.

If the congress has remained mute on this question,
one of its members, citizen E. Fourniere, in his article
“The State or the Church,” published in La Petite
Republic, declares bimself in favor of the exclusive
right of the Btate in this matter. Although this is
open to discussion, we will not designate it & crime as
in the actusl state of things it is almost inevitable, at
least transitorily. But that is not the importance of
the subject. What is important is to know whether
forever parlismentary Socialists the Btate of their
dream will consider the child as a free being having the
right to assimilate all knowledge hitherto acquired by

, others with no other limits than are determined natu-
rally by the power of the facnltigs
endowed, and to uge his “intellectual acquisitions ac-
cording to his own tastes and tendencies, or whether
continuing the traditions of the State another church
even to the communes, the collectivist State also will
expect to secure the right to ineuleate to the child pre-

with which he is

1| means of making themselves masters of the govern-

ment, and this was the price for the most repugnant
comprbmises with the worst enemies of the proletariat’
of which they posed as the sole appointed defenders.
This which moreover leads to more vulgar ambitions
is sufficient to show in what fashion they would treat
those who protested against their “gcientific’’ pre-
sumption.

We admit frankly that we rejoice at the di fiture
of these pretended ‘‘scientific’’ Socialists whose tri-
umph would only mean the continuation of insaniti
of which the future social revolution will definitely
relieve us, we hope.—Translated from Temps Nouveauz .
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INTERNATIONAL REVOLUTIONARY CONGRESS
OF THE WORKING PEOPLE, PARIS, 1900.

Comrapes,—Since the issnance of our first circular
we received a great number of expressions of approval
a d promises of cooperation from all parts of the world.

In the United States two comrades are making
an active propaganda in favor of the congress and have
received many promises of participation. The same
course was taken in Brazil. Several papers in Peru,
Cnba, and the Argentine Republic have published our
circular. The Philippines will be represented. The
revolutionary papers of Greece, Rumania and Bulgaria
have answered to our appeal. A general propaganda
will scon commence in England and in Scotland, in
which countries some delegates have already been
selected for that parpose. In Holland and Germany
the prese is taking a great deal of interest in the con-
gress. Bat the best efforts were made at Lisbon, Por-
tugal, where a special committee has been organized
for the purpose of studying and submittiog proposi-
tions. The same thing can be reported about Bohe-
mia, where a preliminary congress met at Bruch.

In France the Committee of Initiative has been sub-
stituted by the Committee of Organization formed by
the delegates of the Parisian groaps. This committee
will receive all the commaunications and propositions
concerning the program (order of the day).

The following are the questions which have so far
been proposed for discussion at the congress :

L. Quesiions of Theory.

Relations between C: ism and A
IL. Organization.

the C istic revolutionary
of different countries; of relations by means of
1b of cor and of an interna-
tional bureau—every group to preserve its own

hi

tion

Orgs
groups

P

conceived ideas in resp
and desires. Ina word, will the collectivist State make
its pupil a really free intelligent man or will it make
him what we would call a good servant, in fact & sim-
ple marrionette of which the State pulls the

autonomy. -
III. Methods of Propaganda.
General strike.

_Attitude of the O ist revolutionista toward
(31

1In his article, citizen Fourniere, like the congress,
does not touch this side of the question. Perhaps he
is waiting until he becomes minister of public instrac-
tion before giving us his views on the sabject.

How will the family be arranged in the fature which
“the Socialist congress has reserved for us? Will it con-
tinue—as im the past—to be composed of unequal
terms, morally and socially? - Will the woman be free
in her intimate affecttions and be able to choose &
coursp of action which it appears to her will best gua-
_rantee her economic independence, or will she live, a8
at present, the slave, more or ‘Jess well treated-by her
lord and master, the ‘““head of the family” (with or
without divorce),—will she . continue. in that brutal
seke or Courtesan’’?

Or will the new family be the union of two lovers |
having equal rights and equal duties, determined solely

* by their reciprocal affection and not by the stupidity
2 ? Will the fam-
ily be sustained nalens volens by the judge and police-
man save resource to the revolver or vitriol, or will it
rely uilpply upon the
That is what we bad desir
directors. In this whkich principally concerns the
rights of the individual it should have been, in our

edtolumofonrlutuu ¥

a and Zionism.

Cooperation, Tolstoism, ete., etc.

The comrades will bé informed of everything con-
cerning the congress.

The groups which have not yet expresged their ap-
proval and desire for cooperation are solicited to do it
as soon as possible in order to facilitate the work of
the Committee of Organization.

It is to be hoped that'the comrades will use all their
energy to enable the Révolutionary 1 Con-
gress of Working people to affirm once more the strong
determination of the proletarians to free themeselves of
all tyrannies of the middle class by the Social Revolu-
tion. ; L. Rexy, Temp. Sec.

Paris, France, 71, rue Buffon.
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s :

" POLITICAL GOVERNMENT. 3
Who are the people most found of political govern-

ment? x : s
Multimillionai soaks, ‘8i igts, job-
bers, venal writers, lawyers, parasites, officers, whole-
sale and retail human butchers, tax collectors, bond-
hold: fi ial ipulators, tariff-tinkers, money-
mongers, | -fal : t ‘labor  fakirs,
and suthoritarian State Socialists

T

idea, of the first imp

" have explained clearly whether society has for its one

What is it to be governed by political government?
1t is to be lawridden, regulated, directed,

)
o :

THE NEW RULIRG.

The new ruling that comes from the post office of
government is:

“The subscription list of a publication as second
class matter must approximate 50 per cent of the
copies issued.”

What next? We all know that the subscription list
of a new paper is small, and also that at the present
time they are mostly'radical. The above ruling makes
it impossible to keep copies on hand to fill back num-
bers, keep a goodly file for future calls, and to hand
out personally to others as publishers are always do-
ing. Say a publisher of a monthly has 80 or 90 sub-
scribers to commence with and obeying the ruling,
issues 200 copies. By the next issue he could not fur-
nish a back number, to say nothing of a good number
of files ior future calls. Another turn in the rope. It
will snap at length. INQUIRER.

LR A
THE PARIS COMMUNE.
Concluded from pagel.

Many of the leading sarvivors of the Paris Com-
mune are today in positions of the. greatest promi-
nepce and consequence in their country. Among
them are sculptors, painters, writers, engineers, and
philosophers of world renown. Lack of space for-
bids extended mention of these “villains of the
Commune,” as they have been designated. One has
written novels which have won him fame, and &
play which scored pronounced success at a leading
theatre. Elie Recluse, librarian of the national
library of the Commune, is an ethnologist of high
repute. His brothsr Elisee, without doubt, the most
famous geographer living, fcught in the Commune.
Gustave Courbet was one of the leading painters of
France even before the Commune. And so I might
go on numbering many more whose names rank
high in the world of letters, art and science. And
among the men who died in their attempts to usher
in the New Civilization were names not less famous.
Delescluse, who has been called the “Tancred of the
Commune,” was a celebrated journalist. He gave
his lifs on the barricades during the last days of the
Commune. Dombroffeki, the brave Pole, was, on
account of his great ability as a strategist, elected
general of the Commune forces. Felix Pyat was &
writer of great force and ability. Flourens was an
accomplished artist. Nilliere, Paschal, Grousset,
Duval, were all names well known throughout
France and Europe at this time. Blanqui, the arch=
conspirator of the Commune, who spent forty-seven
years of his life in prison for his convictions, was a
noted astronomer.

There is one spot in Paris I should love to visit
above all others: the cemetery of Pere la Chaise,
where our heroic comrades made their last stand for
liberty, where the remnants of the revolters were
pursued from grave to grave, contesting every inch
of ground with that marvelous courage and grim
determination which had characterized them from
the beginning, while the soldiers of Thiers mowed
them down without mercy. Some of the best blood
of France was shed on that spot. Amid these

graves, drenched with the blood of men and women
who gave ‘their all to the sacred cause of human -

emancipation there will some time be a monument

erected, npon which I should like to see inscribed
| these words: UPON THIS SPOT, ON MAY 28,
1871, WAS STAMPED OUT BY GOVERNMENT
FOR MANY YEARS THE GLORY OF THE
FRENCH NATION. 5
SR
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of your paper shows that your subscrip-
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CHATS ABOUT PEOPLE AND
THINGS.
For years the clerks who labor for the
shopkeepers in the suburbs of this city
have been endeavoring to have their

‘‘servants,” the aldermen, pass an ordi- |

nance, closing the groceries, bakeries and
meat markets on Sunday, but nothing
ever came of it.. At last the clerks took
the matter into their own hands, organ-
ized ‘‘Sunday Closing Leagues,” held
massmeetings, and appealed to that best
element in human nature, love and jus-
tice, to eustain them in their efforts to
one day’s rest out of the seven. Their
appeal has not been made in vain; for
how could the wives of the workingmen,
who are striking for eight hours, turn a
deaf ear to the appeals of the poor clerks
who work 75 houre in six days? When
they requested them to make their pur-
chages on Saturday that they could rest
on Sunday, the housdwives of Chicago
complied. The result is, that in this city
of nearly 2,000,000 inhabitants, some-
thing like ten thousand bueiness houses
were closed on Sunday. And this was
done 8o noigelesely and effactively that
nobody thinke anything of it.

Just think of the disturbance if an or-
dinance had been passed and hundreds
of bluecoats had been stationed to en-
force the sacred statute, the sneaking
into rear doors, arrests, patrol wagons
rushing through the city, etc.! Now,
see the difference when the people have
done it voluntarily. Still, the millions
cling to the old super-tition that we must
have statutes regulating every social act
or society itself will go to smash up.

LA

All the custom tailors in this city have
been locked out by their bosges, because
they made the unreasonable demand
that the bosses supply them shoproom in
which to do their work, instead of, as is
the case now, turning their private homes
into workshops. The bosses regard this
demand as a case of pure presumption.

i ® oL 0*

All the united machinists in this city
have struck for reduced hours of toil and
increase of pay. The labor cloud is
growing very dark and threatening over

“ Chicago at the present time.

*» ® o

Comrade John Most has been with us
for ahout two weeks, delivering lectures.
He aleo played the main character in the
“Weavers” in large halls in different
parts of the city before large audiences.
His own dramatic ability, in ti

men who had lost their lives in riot had

been erected in Girard, that a mortgage
on the home of one of the injured men
had been paid, and that all the children
under the age of 18 had been placed in
schools and would be given a good com-
mon-school education. The widows and
orphans of the Pana victims had aleo
been cared for. There was considerable
discussion over what disposition should

be made of Minnie Welch, who is 14.|.

years old, and whose brother lost his life
at Virden. ‘It was repo: that the
brother had taken care of his sister while
e was alive, and that since his death
her father has been spending the money
donated by the miners for her support
for other purposes. She has run away
from home and the committee does not
know how to find her. The committee
was given instructions to take the neces-
sary legal steps to get possession of the
girl, and when it had succeeded to place
her in some bearding school. The State
executive committee was instructed to
erect monuments over the graves of the
men who were killed at Virden and
Pana.

I had the honor to be one of the Eng-
lish speakers at the unveiling of the
beauntiful monument, erected at Mt.
Olive. A more impressive and beautiful
ceremony than took place on that occa-
sion, it has not been my pleasure to wit-
nees often. I could not repress my tears
when the long column of school chil-
dren sang their sweet, innocent anthem
and placed their floral tribute upon the
new-made mound of thoee young heroes
whofell in Labor’s cause—none of whom
had reached the noonday of life!

L I

In a very obscure corner of a capitalist
paper lact week, occured the following
telegram :

The present cold snap of 24 hours du-
ration has brought great suffering upon
the poor of this (New York) city. There
are 38 bodies of unclaimed infants, lying
upon the marble slabs at the county
morgue.

It is claimed by our enemies that An-
archism would destroy society and break
up the familly. I wonder where the
families of those 38 starved and aban-
doned babies were.  Oh, a society that
can thus slanghter its mnocent babjes!
Is it worth saving?

Chicago, Ill. Lucy E. Parsoxns

- ——,

INHERITED STOLEN WEALTH.

“Miss Helen Gould is an excellent
young woman, and has great wealth at
her disposal. She did not accumulate it,
but inherited it; and thece is no’ dispo-
sition to censure or criticise her. Bui
the wealth which she possesses is the
product of wrong. It would better have
been leftin the hands of those from whom
her father wrested it. Here are the vast
accumulations of the Carnagies and the
Rockefellers. Are the wrongs and sins
through which they were accumulated

with his excellent support, rendered his
perfor very entertai and in-
structive. I attended the perf

in the Social Turner Hall; ‘it was packed
to the door, standing room could hardly
be had.

* * *

The charge which has been mnde in
former years, that labor soon forgets
those who fight and perish in its cause,
\;_nd leaves those dependent upon them
or support to suffer, cannot be truth-
fully said of the miners of this State, as
a perusal of the following report, sub-
mitted at their recent convention, will
show :

‘The Virden widows n.nd orpans’ benefit
committee reported this morning. The
receipts for the were shown to be

SIS,GIXSAO disl ments, $10.508.54,
w of $8,006.75. To this
$75 interest. Thos. William-

son of Edwardsville made the report.
He said two homes for the widows of

to be pounded by 1 dona-
tions to this charity or that? These ex-
traordinary fortunes, gained in every
case through the favor of government in
one way or ther, cannot be cleared
of the infamy of the methods of their
acquisition by any beggarly plan of par-
tial restitution. This wealth would bet-
ter have been left in the hands of its
rightful owners.—Portland Oregonian.
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J. 8., Brooklyn, N. Y.—'*Greenback””
received and the number changed. Glad
to hear you defied “Chuéch and St.lte”

to acknowledge the receipt privately.
The Boers had zomse adversi es lately,
but I hope they will,be victorious in the
end and drown all the invaders in the
Atlantic.
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Family Medical Work,

IT IS THE BEST MEDICAL BOOK FOR
THE HOME YET PRODUGEB.
BY -
DR. J. K. GRBBR.

It has 16 colored Flaﬁel showing
different puts of the human

This book is up wdnem every particular.
It will save you doctor bills. It tells you how
to cure yourself by simple and harmless
Home remedies. The book recommends Ne
Polisenous or Pangerous Drugs. It teaches
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In lots of ten or meore of each, five-cent
pamphlets farnished at three cents.
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Law and Authority. By P. Kropotkin... 05
Anarchist Morality. By Peter Kropotkin 05
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William MOrris.....cooouvinneinennnnnnnn, 05
The Emancipation of Society from Govern-
ment. By Dallan Doyle................. 05

Mating o arrying, Which? A Lesson
from History. The Problem of Crimi-
nality. By W. H. Van Ornum

Essays on the Social Problem. By Eenry

Addis 05
Evolution and Revolution. By E. 05
For Love and Money. By Leighton Pagan. 15
My Century Plent, By Lois Waisbreoker.

A treatise on the sex problem. Ctoth..... 1.00
Helen Harlow’s Vow. By L. Waisbrooker 25

Hilda’s Home. By Rosa Graul. Cloth §1,

Paper cover...... y 50
Evolution of the

Mayo Crane. 05
Wheref In

lar price 50c, but while present supply

lasts “they g0 &t”..........coviuunnennnns 25

The Proletarian Revolt, a History of the
Paris Commune 1871. By G, B Bepham,
History of the Paris Commune of 1871. By
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nmo\u
Speeches of the Elght Anarchists in
Judge Gary’s Court.and Altgeld’s Rea-
sons for Pardoning Fielden, Neebe and
BORWAD .o veoecaivorcasossiobravansdionaess 25
Moribund Society and Anarchy. By Jean -
25
60

God and Government: The Siamese thnl

of Superstition. By W. E, Nevill........ [V
The Tables Turned By William Morris..
An Open Letter to W. J. Bryan. By Nevill, 10
Our Worship of Primitive Social Gnesses.

By E. C. Walker A
What the Young Need to Kn

10

Rivival of Puritanism. By E.C. Walker.. 10
Life Without a Master A Treatise on the
Rights and Wrongs of Men. :36 pages.

By J. Wilson, Ph. D. Cloth.. vy,
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F eit, a A Communist
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in your love relati.

C. W., Atlantic C:ty.—Why not write
prose until yoa koow a little more about
poetry and literature? But don’t be dis-
enaraged althongh your rh ymu hlvcnot
been pablished.

E. Boes, Mootans.—M. O. was thank-
fully received some time ago, bat I failed

SCIENTIFIC AMERICAN,
-::Y‘: - 11- ..;len‘m

v 110 & CO.
34" Brnude . ¥ow Tovk.

simple Sense m

with Nature’s laws. Itdoes met emdorse dan-
gerous experiments with the surgeon’s Knife
It teaches how to save HMealth and Life by safe
It is free from 1
It teaches Preventiom—that it is

rubbish.

9 | better to know how to live and Aveld disease

than to take any medicine as a cure.

It teaches how Typhold and other Fevers
can be both Prevented and Cured. It gives
the best known treatment tor La Grlppe.
Diph catarrh,C

Advertisement and has No Medlcine to sell.
It tells you how to live that you may Prelomg
life. It @pposes medical fads of all kinds and
makes {sing War on ¥

and the use of anti-toxine. It has hundreds of
excellent recipes for the cure of the varions
diseases. The chapter on Painless Midwifery
is worth its weight in Gold to women. It has
a large number of valuable illustrations, The
“Care of Children” is something every mother
ought to read. It teaches the value df Alr
Sunshine and Water 2s medicines. This
book cannot fail to please yeu. If you are
looking for Health by the safest and easiest

means, do not Delay Getting The Book.

Thm book \a printed in clear type on
good bool r, beautifully bound in
cloth mth goI etters. It has 800 Octa-
vo pages.

& PRICE $2.75.
Send Orders Te FREE SOCIETY.
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AND ANARGHY.

Translated from the French of
JEAN GRAVE
By VovuramriNE DE CLEYRE.
Price 25 Cents. .
5 copies $1.00. 10 copies $1.50
Send orders to FREE SOCIETY.

: THE GHIGAGO MARTYRS.

The Famous Speeches of the Eight
Anarchists in Court.
—axD—
Al for P
l?leldo-, Neebe and Schwab.

This book contains a half-tone picture of
our eight comrades and one of the monument
at W y to the

of those by the g This is
the best edition of the book ever printed. It
contains 168 pages. .

Price 25 Cents.

HISTORY OF THE
GOMMUNE OF 1871.

Translated from the French of
LissscAry by
Eleanor Marz Aveling.

The above book is the most reliable history
of the Commune of 1871 and should be in every
library of- the student of revolutionary move-

and every other disease. This book isNetan )




