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" Vanishing Clouds.
Lo! a cloud’s about to vanish from the day,
And a brazen wrong to crumble into clay.
Lo! the Right's about to conquer! Clear the way!
With that Right shall many more
Enter smiling at the door.
With the giant Wrong shall fall
Many others, great and small,
That for ages have held us for their prey.
Men of thought and men of action, clear the way!
—Charles Mackay.
— e
Education for Anarchy.

The name of Leo Tolstoy will be remem-
bered as long as thesocial revolution ; which
is predestined, very evidently, to be the
event of the twentieth century. Anarchism,
being a movement of the poor, was, like
Christianity and all other such movements
when new, assailed with the reproach of ig-
norance. Count Tolstoy is by nomeans the
only Anarchist of profound learning and or-
iginal intelligence—all Anarchism, though a
movement of the poor, originated with the
intellectnal, and voluntarily, poor—but
Count Tolstoy is the first whose  creative
genius taught the reading world to associ-
ate Anarchism  with culture. That the
. bourgeois are able to call Anarchisma move.
ent of the ignorant classes, is partly due
previously altogether inert and unprovided

with material for thought. When the mere

newspaper. reader,. whom a superficial ac-
quaintance with Anarchism has incited to
enlarge his mind in other ways, presently
rushes into print a misundérstanding of
Nietzsche, a rehash of La Mettrie, or an
assault on the medical art, he is doing all he
can to make those for whom this is anti-
quated, believe that Anarchism and sciolism
g0 together. This undertow can be over-
come only by persistent i:g]uence of the en-
lightened - men among N Anarchism
originated. Of these, none has so much as
" Count Tolstoy; partly by reason of his rep-
_utation.as a literary artist; but partly also
because his life and thought alike constitute
so unanswerable a reply to identification of

Anarchism with the pig-philosophy of apast

or. passing era. It may ghe questioned
. whether the author of “Resurrection” and

‘“Anna Karenina '’ have, as such, done more

for Anarchism than the author of ¢ My Con-
. fession.” We need not wonder if a mind so

many-sided exhibits sometimes aslight bias,
especially in that direction which history
+ shows to be of all others the most seductive
wherever it exists at all—I mean, of course,
the moral and religious. What we may
hope is that an intellect so, well-trained can
be brought to acknowledge, without boast-
ing of, the bias. We do not expect thisfrom

a Noyes or a Dowie. With him, religion—

his own kind of. rq]igion—is)the infallible

nostfum for social ills, as well as others.

‘But we may look tor better things from a
~ Tolstoy. . - S

It is among Tolstoy’s services to Anarch-
ism that he has warned zealots away from
impracticable courses and delusive expecta-
tions. Nothing can surpass the negativesa-
gacity of his crititism on those means of ef-
fecting the social revolution which suggest
themselves so readily to impatience. Gov-
ernments cannot be overthrown by force,
unless the regular army turns against them,
in which case they are overthrown already ;
but only to make way for others which
would be as bad. Attempts to practically
ignore them—such as have been made by the
Mormons—are either not feasible on a large
scale and in a settled country, or they will
end in the government’s swallowing and as-
similating the recalcitrant society—as, under
Constantine, it did the Christian Church.
The discrepancy in economic power renders
preposterous the idea of an industrial revo-
lution. The trust which is to absorball oth-
ers must be a trust of capitalists. Then it
cannot be a trust of Socialists. And whena
parliament . representing the proletariat
correctly, confronts government (if it ever
does), we shall soon see ‘that ‘“talking
shops” are weak against modern artillery.
True, this would demonstrate that govern-
ments are not “of, by, and for”’ the people;

optimistically, remarks that the peoplehave
about found that out already; while the
governments knew it long ago. Nor has it
escaped the penetration of him who wrote
the “Kreutzer Sonata,” that so long asmen
enslave women theyZneither deserve to nor
can ‘'bé-free. Marriage engenders slaves;
slaves feed powder; powder supports land-
lords and capitalists. Lust, lucre, and war,— | i
the World, the Flesh, and the Devil, aze an
infernal Trinity, which completes The rea-]
tive circle of evil, and insures the perpetua-
tion of a terrestrial hell. Count Tolstoy ju-
diciously, no doubt, avoids mentioning this
through so guarded a mouthpiece as the
Independent, but he understands it very
well.. While women are subject, human
bodies will be cheap. While they are so,
there must be war; while war, government y
and while government, exploitation.

The advance of the bourgeois system has
itself, however, made the. emancipation of|
women certain. With population restricted,
as in Francé; and people awake, as Count
Tolstoy so encouragingly says they are, to
the fact that government exists only for
their exploitation, what hinders killing goy-
ernment by simple refusal to slay and be
slain in its defense? This only—but the
point is a momentous one—that when it

The question of the day is how to persuade
men against serving government? And on
this question a word may be hestowed with
some advantage. = S
- Count Tolstoy, no donbt, though he

oes|
not say so in_ his Independgnt -'axtfclg, _relie‘a
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good; or at least no appeal to his lowest
instincts will ever make him see that :
If he hopes for no heaven, fears no hell, and
sneers at conscience as a matter of obsolete
tradition, he logically says with Pentecost
that itcannot befor his happiness tobecome
a beggar or a martyr; which, as Plato saw,

principally upon moral suasion. This, how-
ever, was tried by the Quakers more than
two centuries ago. The Quakers deserve
much honor as precursors of Anarchism.

Their influence is still great—perhaps grow-
ing—and nowhere more conspicuous than in
the Anarchist movement. But ‘their number
does not increase; and I fear the reason is
that morality (a motive which influences
but very few) has not proved enough to
keep them true to their logic. In the one
commonwealth where they were Strong
enough to set up a government, they not
only did so, but practised Negro slavery and
capital punishment.

Count Tolstoy apparently doubts that

preaching righteousness can effect the refor-
mation of so wicked aworld: for he appeals
also to self-interest.
people—why should they aid the landlords
and capitalists to murder the people? Alas!
this is'morality and religion calling for aid
to pig-philosophy! There is no help there.
The Manchester school has, for near a cen-
tury, been showing us, most conclusively,
that war is bad economy; and the Trans.
vaal furnishes a last commentary on such
teaching. The truth is that pig-philosophy
involves a tremendous non-sequitur. It is

rbnh@ohtsymrm&ﬂy, though rather; »f

The soldiers are the

it is.

s exactly what goodness requires him todo.

Snooks, with _these principles, had much
rather face brick-bats in the hands of Bill
Sykes, than a platoon fired by Tommy
Atkins and his comrades.

Count Tolstoy has answered  his own

question, why soldiers, though themselves
the people, kill the people, It is because
they are hypnotized. *And is there any way
to get them unhypnotized? Not until after :
the educated classes have been-awakened.
Count Tolstoy is familiar with-Russian
peasants. Therefore, he undoubtedly knows
that they still believe in witcheraft. So do
English peasants, and German peasants, and
Americans not exactly peasants; as the suc.
cess of every table-turning charlatan shows
at once. Yet witcheraft is as dead as gov-
ernment soon will be. - What killed it? The
various influences which, about two hundred
years ago, taught intelligent people to laugh
atit. And this merely illustrates an univer-
comes to that government is already dead.|salrule. Superstitions die at the top. Be-
low the surface—and even avery little below
—they are immortal. But ‘when their con-
nection with the social brain is severed, they
. AR
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the case would be desperate. But we need
only unhypnotize a fair proportion of those
who might become officers, Jjudges, justices,
. legislators, presidt:nts, and other manipula-
tors of soldiers. This can, and soon will, be
done: but not altogether by preaching
righteousness, still less by pig-philosophy.
“‘So long as war is considered wicked, it will
.always have its fascination,” said a great
‘man, who died lately, hounded to death by
the Philistines. “ When it is looked upon as
“vulgar it will cease to be popular.” The
way to persuade people against serving
sgovernment is to teach the teachable part
of them that it represents obsolete ideals,
ignorance, stupidity, humbug, knavery—
that voting, and office-holding, and shoul-
der-straps, and ‘crowns, and billions, are
nothing so fine as wicked or extravagant,
but just fogyish. As to the unteachable, we
need not trouble ourselves. They amount
to nothing in the social movement except as
their ideals happen at a critical time to har-
monize with those of the cultured, to which
they impart momentum.

The means are various by which those

- who think enough to be worth thinking of,
are being, even now, unhypnotized out of
thegovernmentsuperstition. Most certainly
preaching of righteousness is not to be de-
spised. When Herron (or some other Amer-
ican preacher of righteousness) suggested
recently that we could make our exploiter,
the millionaire thief, as odious as the twenty-
five cent thief by treating them alike, a
bourgeois penny-a-liner indulged in some
characteristic wit at the withering “ effect
which it would have on Jay Gould not to be
invited to dine with an honest proletaire.
But agreater writer than this Philistine zany
took a much sounder view of such matters
seyeral centuries ago.—“ Yetall thisavaileth
menothing so long asIsee Mordecai the Jew
sitting at the kirlg’s gate.” The first scene
of Haman and Mordecai is already reenacted
daily, wherever there are millionaires and

- Anarchists!

Another of the ways in which all whose
attitude amounts to anything are being un-
hypnotized, is through that drift of art and
literature towards Ar}\archism which demon-
strates at once its essential novelty and the
exhaustion of war, government, religion
and virtue (after the Philistine rite). Most
people would unhesitatingly place “War
and Peace”” above “My Confession,” while
classifying Tolstoy’s services to Anarchism.

- For, as Oscar Wilde so pertinently remarks,
the immense majority are very little sensible
to either moral exhortation er egoistic dem-
onstration;” but very much to fashion.
That war is wicked, renders it rather fascin-
ating; that it is foolish and costly, only dig-
nifies its grossness by association with the
perennial cult of self-sacrifice and pain; but
that intelligence, expressed in art, now
makes it odious and ridiculous, is alone
almost enough to wean the masses from ev-
erything associated with it. Well, then! the
conspicuous zsthetic phenomenon” 6f our
times is that art has turned against war
andallthatrestsonwar. A Russian painter
achieves immortality by battle pictures,
every ome of which owes its power and

“pathos to making “glorious war,” mere
mutual butchery of fools for knaves. In lit-
erature, the Anarchist poets, Byron and

Shelley, struck the same note 1

cessors have, on the whole, kept up the mel-
ody very well. All Russian romance, now
so powerful and popular, is, everybody
knows, inspired by loathing and contempt
for positive institutions. In France, the
"appalled bourgeois are fain to acknowledge
that every man of creative genius is practi-
cally an Anarchist; nor is it very different
in Germany. England and America rundeep
and hard in the Philistine rut, of course ; but
even there the popular and famous authors
are chiefly assailants of Philistine morality,
George Eliot, Hardy, Du Maurier, Olive
Schreiner,—these are names which count.
On t!:le other hand, stupidity and mediocrity
have a monopoly of law-and-order fiction,
disturbed only by occasional failures of a
'real artist. Tennyson failed when he strung
his Iyre to sing the Crimean war. Kipling
is great when he-gives the pathos of poor,
stupid, ‘“hypnotized” Tommy  Atkins,
dying at his post of “duty” for the export-
ers of rum, opium, and Brummagem idols;
but he became bombastic in the “‘Reces-
sional,” and imbecile in “‘ The White Man’s
Burden.” :

This is among the inevitable tendencies
towards Anarchy. Art turns from over.
realized to new ideals, as necessarily as the
needle to ‘the poles. The violent phase of
‘Anarchism, which Tolstoy deprecates so
‘e&}n,estly, is more of a voluntary kind. In-
dividuals can be persuaded to or dissuaded
from it; and it has never been my cue to per-
'suade any one—at all events not to blood.
Tolstoy, I hope, may recognize a kindred
spirit if I acknowledge that I never gave
what influence I had to encourage beginning
any war. But that the violent acts of An.
archists do not help td unhypnotize a public
enslaved by the siren of authority, is
scarcely, I think, a tenable proposition.
Art, always in advance, has already recog-
nized the Nihilist as an extremely dramatic
figure. She finds it impossible to make any
use of the Nihilist’s victims. Canovas, Al-
exander, Carnot, Elizabeth,~ Hu}nbert, go
down,

* To the vile dust from whence they sprung,
Unwept, unhonored, and unsung.”

Bonfield’s dupes, indeed, have a monu-
ment—already the acknowledged eye-sore of
iChicago. All which is so much more pal-
pable demonstration that they represent
played-out ideals. It is the Nihilist who
furnished this demonstration. The world
could manage to_idealize Marie Antoinette.
A queen arraigned before a proletarian tri-
bunal and dying by decree of the democratic
god “la Loi,” was picturesque enough.
Since her time, the imagination of many has
been fascinated by the republican statesman,
who from his modest office, directs the
slaughter of half a million Chinese or Fili-
pinos, and with a touch on his'electric bell
!sets in motion round the globe a hundred
thousand subject arms. The romanceisdis-
sipated when we learn that he will not pro-
voke rebellion, nor be tried, nor dramati-
cally beheaded; but just may be knocked
over—a big bully by a little one—a Goliah,
in all. his modern paraphernalia, by some
David who does not fear to die. :

The pecuniary interest of the bourgeois.|
and the flunkey remain; and, of course, they
are very strong. But Count Tolstoy would

I

; and their suc- , be the first to recognize that ‘th“ey owe their

strength to an ideal, though a decayed one.
The bourgeois is not a miser.. Heis a pla-
giarist. Money is power. That is why he
hoards it. ‘“The rich man’s wealth is his-
strong city.” Ah! but the age of the petro-
leuse, itis also his vulnerable point. Nothing
is as cheap as human flesh, even in royal
robes. ‘“The loss of the horses is bad,” said
Lincoln, when the rebels captured <a lot of
these animals, together with an incompe-
tent brigadier; “I can make another gen-
eral.” It is even easier to make a king, con-
sequently killing one does not amount to
much—and a policeman! bathos. But
money ceases to be power if its possessors
dare not resort to murder—and they willnot
dare when they learn what that meansnow.

Thus Anarchism, as the spirit of the new
century, comes in with all the varlety which
belongs to human nature. Itsrccommenda-
tion is not that it will miraculously set right
all evils. Nothing but a humbug pretends
to do that. The recommendation of An.
archy is that it will put no factitious hin-
drances in that course of evil which the
highest law has rendered suicidal.

: C. L. JaMEs.

—_— —

The Power of Mind.

Comrade Holmes mentions this as a pPos-
sible ““element or factor'.. : almost entirely
overlooked by radical thinkers,” i.e., the
power of thought asexemplified by * Mental
Science” or “‘ Christian Science,” and thinks
“that a great world of thought is being
opened to us,” which may “ change or mod-
ify our social and other ins{itutions, and our
manner of life.”? . I have Awelt considerably:
on this line of thought, have read its litera-
ture and endeavored to catch the meaning
from its verbiagé and unmeaning terms. I
wasagreat admirer of Helen Wilmans when
she was associated with C..C. Post on the
Chicago Express. But when she started the
Woman’s World she entered upona ‘“‘world”
unknown to me; and I wrote her that I be-
lieved she was following an ignis fatuus that
was leading her away from solid ground,
where she was so much needed. “Follow-
ing,” I said, ‘‘ one phase of that false philos-
ophy which has filled the world with woe,
by demanding faith and obedience, and dis-
couraging investigation.”

Why was I surprised and grieved when -
Mrs. Wilmans in her last paper hadno word
of rebuke or protest at the gigantic crime
perpetrated in her city in the name of law ?
Why indeed when she says, ‘ Metaphysics,
or mental science, denies not only the power
of evil, but its very existence. It says good
reigns supreme. Good (or God) fills all
space and therefore there is no roomforany-
thing else.” Why should she bother herself
about something that does not exist? The
poor souls of Chicago that are crying. for
bread might just as well be given a stone.
It's all a mistake; they are not hungry.
Mrs. Wilmans' says, ‘‘The metaphysician
denies the evidence of the senses.” This she
wrote about the time our comrades were
executed in Chicago. i :

Mental Science has proved a solid thing
for her; and Ihave learned toregardit much
more favorably than I did in those days. I

readily admit that evil exists only in the

N
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mind; but I go a step farther, and say that
good, or God, also exists only in the mind.
I have as good a right to deny the existence
of good as she has to deny the existence of
evil. Imay say “allis evil,” $ood aad evil,
right and wrong, are distinctions created by
conscious individuals. Nature knows noth-
ing of either, and we look in vain for any
authority to dictate to the conscious indi-
vidual. Men are born free and equal, but
the conscious individual surrendering its
prerogative has created authority and ig-
norantly enslaved itself with customs and
laws. '
“Christian”’ or * Mental Science ” is based
upon the divine will of God, who would
have “all men come to a knowledge of the

“truth.” The one thing necessary to get en

rapport with the “Divine Will” is an un-
swerving faith that God, or good, “is all in
all.”  Such are the essentials of all religious
faith, and may be expressed in the “God
idea” originating in the childhood of the
race. Intelligence and independent thought
has divided it into a thousand and one
forms, has destroyed its power to oppress,
and will eventually relegate it tothe lumber-
room of ancient superstition. )

Comrade Holmes speaks of its remarka-
ble growth. ‘“Although not yet a quarter
of a century old numbers more adherents
than the Episcopal denomination in this
country.” I account for this remarkable
growth, in part at least, by the swinging
over of a large army of Spiritialists who
had grown aweary of the falsehood and
fraud of mediums and manifestations, and
saw in “Christian” or ** Mental Science” a
more consistent if not more sensible explan-

- ation of the phenomenon they’ had wit.

~

nessed. Materialism had awakened many
minds, and doubt and distrust was growing:
when this “science” sent them back to their
early love.

I have no desire to argue its merits or de-
merits; I believe there is much truth as well
as error in the theory. To me its chief error
is the “God idea.” They make a God of
the individual will. Yet, paradoxical as it
may seem, it is this very tendency which
calls forth my admiration ofi the school; it
is this advancement of the will whichcauses
me to hope and believe with the comrade I
quote. ‘“Agencies may be set in motion
which will actually change or modify our
social and other institutions, and our man-
ner of life.” “Know thyself” and “trust
thyself”’ are mottoes of modern philosophy.
Individualism is a concurrent thought. So
far as the “God idea” is concerned, I see
very little difference in the various schools
calling themselves “Christian” or “Men.
tal Scientists.” My sympathy is more with
‘““Mental Science.” Their individualism is
more in accord with mine. While I cannot
follow them in elevating the human will
above nature, I feel there is no danger in
their advocacy. Let excelsior be their
motto. The average will is so low, and
high ideals so necessary, that I care not to
what heights their imagination may soar.

I am naturally optimistic. I believe the

. world is growing better, and it is due to the

power of mind. I reject the idea that
“whatever is, is right.”” Whatever is, is the
result of causes in nature. Manipulated by
wisdom—the power of thought—resultsmay

: gy g

be changed. The power of thought is ha-
stening evolution, and it is ever the result of
individual reform. Independent thought de-
manding equality and rejecting all author-
ity is the leading factor in the power of
'mind. A true mental science is developing.
“The power of human thought has never
been understood,” says our comrade, but
‘‘is being' exploited to a greater or less de-
gree by all students of psychology and

phenomena is such, and the minds of the stu-
dents being swayed by ancient superstition,
erroneous conclusions very naturally come
first. As Pope has said :
‘“ A little learning is a dangerous thing,

Drink deep, or taste not, the Pierian spring;

For shallow draughts intoxicate the brain,

And drinking deeply sobers us again.”

This is especially true in the study of the
mind. It requires a long and patient' re-
search. The true mental scientist has yet to
appear. I await his coming and am pre-
pared to hail him as the social savior of
the race. A. L. BaLLou.

Wellesley Hills, Mass.

—_ 00—
Various Notes.

I'suppose ways to dodge the law are al-
ways in order. Lately I was reading acopy
of Our Dumb Animals, and found that that
praiseworthy paper was sent free to all the
ministers in Massachusetts, as well as to
certain other classes.. What! how could a
paper with such a free list be sent assecond-
class matter under the present postoffice
regulations? I found my answer by read-
ing a little further, to where the editor was
telling what a great work his paper did by
being sent to editors all over the country;
in other words, by its exchange list. Now I
knew that the department rated exchange
papers as paid copies; so I saw a great
light. If Comrade Gillie, or anyone else,
wants to get a paper accepted as seeond-
class matter, all he has to do is to exchange
right and left with everybody in sight; then
he canswear in a perfectly legal paid list, big
enough to admit a considerable free list with
it, while in fact every copy that goes out
may be at the publisher’s expense. The
other papers have this inducement to ex-
change with him, that they thereby increase
their own legal paid list and strengthen
their hold on the second-class privilege.

* *

» :

Anarchy needs a Debs. He may be as big
a fool as E. V. Debs if you like. As soon as
he has gathered a group.of workers he may
break it up again by unwise management,
as Debs did. We should be glad to have a
man without these faults; but we could af-
ford to welcome a man with all of them, if
he would bring Debs’ gift of attracting men
into cooperation and Debs’ determination
to have them do something worth while;
with their cooperation. ' However blunder-
ing the resultant action might be,‘it could
not fail to be a big nail in Uncle Sam’s coffin.
Any Peaceable or strictly defensive action of
a hundred or a thousand persons against
the government would have an irresistible

action if we had a worker possessing the

enlightening power. And we could get such |

l I am glad to see Comrade Lloyd speaking
out against this talk of “ Down with all
leaders.” I believe the foundation of that
cry is supposed to be that historically all
leaders have led their followers to: either
failure or bondage. This is part of thesame
pessimism which says that all emancipatory
movements in the past have been failures;
and the part is no truer than the whole. In
fact we inherit from the past not only a,

psychic phenomena.” The nature of thesc#good deal of progress resulting from imper-

ceptible evolution, but also a gooddeal, and
of good quality, that results from definite
emancipatory efforts by masses of people.

|And these valuable efforts have usually, if

not always, been the visible result of leader-
ship. Wickliff, William the Silent, Samuel
Adams, Mirabeau, Bakunin—if these men
had not been leaders, surely we should be a
long way further back than we are. His-
tory is partly the product of broad move-
ments, partly of great men; and one of .the
principal ways in which great men affect
history is by this power of making many
eager to cooperate in whatever the leader
proposes. This is certainly one of the gifts

‘Inatural to humanity, and if it is easily mis-

used to produce a tyranny, the like is true of
other excellent qualities—of the power to
strike a hard blow, the courage to face a
danger that cows average men, the shrewd-
ness to see at once the relations of one thing
to many lines of human activity. All these
things become the foundations of tyrannies;
are they all to be abhorred ? Why then
should we smother the power to attract
many free men into cooperating in what one
man plans? - Harmonious cooperation in a
definite undertaking is rarely secured except
by leadership ‘of some kind. If I hadsaid
“never” for “rarely,” I should still have
been much nearer the truth than is that
statement about leadership always leading
to disaster. ; g ;

~#
* *

I was writing awhile ago to say that An-
archists ought never, whether in print or in
conversation, to’say “we” and  “our
army” in speaking of the United States
government. Let me add, in the same line,
that one- should not say “nation” for
“State” or “government.” One cannot
always say ‘‘State’ here in America, but
when he cannot say that he can say
“Union” and ‘“Federal.” To use “nation” .
and ‘“‘nationdl” instead is bad English, be-
sides being a needless glorification of the
government. STEVEN T. BYINGTON.

—_ 0

Titerature,

Science and the Workingmen. By Ferdinand Lassalle.
Translated: by Thorston Vebben. The International
Library Co., 28 Duane St., New York. Price 25 cents,

This is the famous speech of Lassalle in
January, 1863, before the court which was
trying him for the crime of arousing the hat-
Ted of the exploited classes against their
‘oppressors. It is not merely impassioped

and eloquent, but logieal and convincing.
It is rather a plea for free speech and the
rights of the people than a.work of special
R,

propaganda.

"Judge not”

the priests
d everything i

to hellw

first qualificaton of a popular leader—the
ability to get followers. AP O

ctzsche
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ANARCHY.—A social theory which regards the union
of order with the absence of all direct government of
man by man as the political ideal; absolute individual
liberty.—Century Dictionary.

There is something servile in the habit
of seeking after a law which we may
obey. We may study the laws of matter
at and for our convenience, but a sucess-
ful life knows no law.—Thoreau.

i e
Notes,

Comrade Emma Goldman is about to start

on a propaganda tour, making Philadelphia [.

her first stopping point. “Those who wish to
arrange meetings or otherwise communicate
with her, should do so at once. Her address
is 50 First St., New York, N. Y.

* *

*

Some comrades in this city are planning
means of mutual self-belp without the aid of
money, and have organized under the name
of the Ideal Society. - All who wish further
information should communicate with Chas.
Levy, secretary, 108 S. 38th St., Chicago.

: e Qe
Note and Comment.

Anent Comrade Addis’ article ““A Foe to
Liberty,” which appears in another column,
it may be in order to point out the fact that
not only trades unionism, but all moverients
which attempt to ameliorate present condi-
tions of society through legislative methods,
are consciously or unconsciously hostile to
freedom. Like the fly in the cob-web, the
more it struggles the surer it is to become
the victim of the spider. Law is the cause of
our enslavement, and nothing ;hxt of the
abolition of the cause will bring the remedy.

* *

Professor Herron is of greater service. to
the Anarchist movement than many of us
realize. His criticisms of society and govern-
ment are thorough and effective; and his
portrayal of the goal—a free society with-
out civil authority—is irreproachable and
exactly in line with the philosophy of An-
archist Communism. In fact, he frequently
emphasizes that Anarchist Communism is
the “kingdom of heaven.” But his method
of reaching the goal, i. €;; by making use of|
the ballot-box, is as delusive as is govern-
ment, when it pretends to exist for the pro-
tection of the people, whilé in reality it not
only does not protect, but robs and oppres-
ses the wealth producers, as Prof. Herron'so
conclusively proves in his lectures.

* *

*

“A crisis between the capitalists and
workingmen is coming,” says Prof. Herron.
“The capitalists know this much better than

- the workingmen, and are preparing them-
~; selvesfor thisclash. Now the quéstion is,are

we ready for it; are we ready to give up our
lives for a better future, as did the brave
people in Paris jn 18717 . . . "We must have
astrongly organized and disciplined body of
men who are willing to face death, and are
able to stand on their own feet, if leadership
fails. No' movement ought to fail on account
of incompetent leaders; people must become
intelligent and self-reliant, to be able to get
along without leaders.” But Prof. Herron
does not seem to realize that intelligent and
self-reliant men could not be trained to sub-
jection, but that is what discipline means.
Nor need they be organized under a plat-
form, rules and by-laws. The early Chris-
tians, so greatly admired and often referred
to by Prof. Herron as an example of unity
and brotherhood, were a strong unit with-
out ““discipline” or *“ organization,” because
they all had one aim in view; and there can
be no stronger union than the spontaneous
unity of purpose.

* *

*

Gen. Benj. R. Harrison, once president of
the United States, is dead. He is eulogized as
the ““greatest statesmen” in this country at
the present time. What a lack of brains
there must be in the present society, when it
must point to a very ordinary and common
man, whose whole career does not include a
single achievement of any significance what-
soever, as one of the “greatest ” that it pos.
sessed! All that can be said of him, is that
he sympathized with the Boers, a sympathy
which almost every man, who is not blinded
by prejudice or patriotism for England, had
with him in common, ‘THe task of the future
biographer will not be increased very mate-
rjally through Harrison’s life; for this tells
the whole story: “Benj. R. Harrison; born
August 26, 1833; president of the United
States 1890-93; died March 13,1901. He
sympathized with the Boers.”

* .

The revolution is now on in Spain. When
the historian of the future writes the history
of the Spanish revolution the present time
will be included, although at present all
manifestations of the popular mind are des-
ignated as ‘“riots” and ‘“disturbances.”
The fact that such demonstrations, as have
been made in Spain recently, take place at
all, shows that the revolutiou in the minds
of the people has been accomplished, and
there now remains only the inevitable con-
flct between organized authority and the
people. But when this point is reached, the
revolution enters upon its last stage, and
not the first, as is generally but erroneously
believed. It is probable that the present
revolution in Spain will not accomplish
much beyond the overthrow of royalty.
But we welcome this popular uprising just
the same. Although the change will be
slight, yet each conflict which occurs be-

experience for humanity. Revolutions are
the floods which rise and cleanse the vice
and corruption accumulated in the stagnant

-| pools of history. Old institutions are swept

away; and mankind is .all the better for it.
* *

The uneasiness and unrest which is now
prevailng in Russia isencouraging. As usual,
the’ students in the universities take a lead-

ing part in all the demonstrations; and the

tween the prople and the rulers is an added |-

fact that thered flag was unfolded and the
attack of the cossacks resisted with some
success, is sufficient proof that the *“disturb-
ances” are of amore popular character than
the Russian censor would make us believe.
Nowhere do governments promote rational
education; for enlightened people long for
freedom, and are not easily governed. The
czars have little cause to love the stu.
dents; and that is the reason why the gov-
ernment makes it as hard as possible for all
who wish to go through a course of higher
education in Russia. With all the power of
the czars, with all their wealth, with their
prisons and their Siberian mines, they have
not been able to crush out the desire for lib-
erty and enlightmentin the people of Russia.

‘*How many drops must gather to the skies

Before the cloud-burst comes, we may not know;.. .

But certain is the harvest time of Hate!”

* *

In this connection the following protsst
from the pen of T. Tcherkesov, in the Lon-
don Freedom, may be in order:

All the world knows the ways and doings of Russian
despotism. Last year we saw the government tortur-
ing the Dukhobors, tearing children from Dissenter
parents, destroying national life and welfare in' Fin.
land. But it seems that Czar Nicholas IT was still not
satisfied with such a glorious record of his five years’
reign. He and his ministers have now committed an
act of cruelty and barbarism ‘which certainly will be
one of the most monstrous acts even of the annals of
Russian despotism. .

By decision of the ministers and by order of the czar,
385 young students of the Kiev University are sen-
tenced and deported to the military convict service in
the remotest.and wildest part of Eastern Sibiria.

What offense had those young victims of Czar Nicho-
las committed? Did they provoke a rebellion in the
street? Or did they offend the barbarous laws and
customs of existlng czardom? ~ Nothing of the kind.—
They had held some meetings in the university itself for
the purpose of petitioning for the removal of a tempo-
rary substitute of a professor who had proved himself
to be ignorant and incapable of delivering the lectures;
they also complained of the strenuous and brutal police
regulations in their university life. That was all.'

There was no crime, no offense against law, and the
students could not be prosecuted even before the Rus.
sian law courts.” But Emperor Nicholas, under the in-
fluence of Pobiedonostoff, the evil genius of Russia, de-
clared himself an avowed enemy of science' and univer-
sities; some time ago he threatened to close them all.
And this. deportation as convict soldiers of 385 stu.
dents is his first move toward the abolition of higher
education and the extermination of the enlightened
youth of Russia. :

Will the czar and his ministers succeed in this fight
against and h ? If the whole of
Russian society, the parents and relatives forsake their
duty of protecting their children and will, cowardlike,
submit themselves to the cruelty of ministers and czar;
if the teachers and professors of high schools and uni-
versities will continue in solidarity with the exccution-
ers of our youth, certainly the czar will succeed.

But will the parents continue to forsake their duty?
That is the question. Otherwise Nicholas II is capable
of going till the end. His m8ral and intellectual ca-
pacity is identical with that of his great-grandfather,

co

Emperor Paul. ‘He imitates the latter’s decrees and .

acts. And it will be only natural if history preserves
for him Emperor Paul’s glory and fate.

o

The Martyrs of the Commune.

Languageis powerless to. express the emo-
tions that arise on reading of the horrors
that followed the downfall of the Paris
Commune.' Why speak of those who died
so bravely in its defense? Words cannot do
them justice. 'What pen can portray the
anguish endured by the 28,000 prisoners
who suffered for months and years in foul’
prisons, or survived the ordeal of the voy-
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 age on "ﬂoating hells” to a far off penal

colony, where starvation, blows, brutality
in every form awaited them ? Words but
mock the memory of these martyrs; onlyas
We emulate their example and consecrate
our lives to the cause of humanity, is it pos-
sible to vindicate their meniory or hasten
the coming of that glad day which shed the
first glimmer of its radiance thirty yearsago
in the heart of the great city of Paris.
Bvery heart that beats responsively to the
instinct of liberty and the love of humanity
must weep over the death agony of the
Commune; for that great proletarian revolt
was the first attempt of intelligent work-
ingmen to abolish class rule—to substitute
in the place of government and its protec-
tion of ‘“capitalistic industry” the free
cooperative industry of the workers and

- their “absolute right to make themselves

masters of their own destinies.” For this
attempt to bring about the dream of all
ages, “‘the brotherhood of man,” the men
who were the bone and sinew of their
country, the very flower of France, were
slaughtered in cold blood at the direct insti-
gation of the brute Thiers and his assassins.
The following is the list of victims given by
Lissagaray in his history of the Commune :

Twenty-five thousand men, women, and children
killed during the battle or after; three thousand at
least dead in the prisons, the pontoons, the forts.
Thirteen thousand seven hundred condemned, most of
them for /ife. Seventy thousand women, children and
old men deprived of their supporters or thrown out of
France. :

Well does Lissagaray add, “Whatalesson
of revolutionary vigor given to the work-

_ingmen! The governing classes shoot in

the lump; their vengeance lasts notan hour;

“neither years nor victims appease it; they

\

make of it an administrative function,
methodical and continuous.”

Think of such ferocity waged against the

fallen, who in. the midst of their terrible
struggle to defend the city, issued placards
like this to the invaders:
* The people of Paris will never believe that you could
raise yourarms against them. Like us, you too are
proletarians. That which you did on the 18th of
March you will do again. Come to us, brothers, come
to us; our arms are open to receive you.

Not till tq::tiast could the workingmen ot
Paris admit-that the soldiers of Thiers, chil-
dren of the people, would massacre them.
May the Revolutionists of the future be
warned by their fate, and never harbor such
“ generous illusions.” Let usremember that
government is a machine that transforms
naturally decent men who perform its func-
tions, into knaves, fools, and heastless
scoundrels. Thése have at their command
an army, composed of men subjected to the
severest discipline; from their youth up they
are drilled to obey without question the
orders of their superiors. They are taught
in the schools—when they have any school-
ing—and in the churches, that the superiors,
the governing classes, are the guardians of
our social order; and that upon its preser-
vation depends life, personal safety, and
every decency. The soldier is the ignorant
tool used by-intellectual parasites to accom-
plish everythihg that is vile, brutal, and
necessary to further their private ambitions.

This is why the appeal of the Parisians to

es soldiers fell on deaf ears.

_Army discipli ehbd'méde‘jthem‘inca:pablg_of

land, as a great harbor,

tesponiding to human solidarity. They were
1o longer men, but beasts. This is also why
Thiers and his colleagues, not ignorant, but
alive to every opportunity that would fur-
ther their own miserable ambitions, waged
a merciless watfare against the rebels of
Paris.

The Communists’ appeal to fraternity, and
their evident intention to ignore class dis-
tinctions, threatened the very foundations of
the governing class. We who have grown
to manhood and womanhood since that
human sacrifice was offered up to the gods
of law and order, can forgive the Versailles
soldiers their brutality ; they knew notwhat
they did. But never, never, so long as the
sun shines on our living hearts, will we for-
give their ‘“superiors,” who incited and-
ordered them to murder. This shall be our
vengeance, an undying hatred of govern-
ment, an undying warfare against institu-
tions which create and perpetuate monsters
like Thiers or Gallifet. :

Rest in peace, great hearts! who perished
behind the barricades, by the walls of Pere
la Chaise, and at the death stake of Satory.
The spirit you bequeathed to us with your
last breath, we in turn will bequeath to pos-
sterity, cemented with your blood, a thou-
sand-fold intensified by our devotion.

KATE AusTin.

—_ 0 —

A Foe to Liberty.

Some of the readers of FREESocIETY may
be offended when I say that trades union-
ism, as now' organized, is a foe to liberty.
It is, however; and I realized that fact more
during the session of the late Oregonlegisla-
ture than ever before. Plenty “of fool bills
were introduced, but. the 'most foolish, the
most restrictive and liberty destroying were
those introduced at the behest of . the trades
unions. J

The people of this State have gottenalong
quite nicely without any Sunday interfer
ence; but the union barbers asked for 4 Sun-
day law in their “interest,” following the
example of the union barbers in the State of
Washington. The horseshoers pushed a bill
to license horseshoers, and fine any one shoe-
ing a horse without a license. Many farm-
ers and ranchers in this State shoe their own
and their neighbors’ horses, and why should
they be fined for so doing ?

These are only samples of the fool bills in-
troduced in the late legislature of Oregon at
the behest of the trades unions. Luckily the
barbers’ bill was the only one that became a
law, and it will be a dead letter practically
from the start. : 3

This attitude of the trades unions is the
proof of my assertion that trades unionism,
as now organized, is a foe to liberty.

The curtailment of personal liberty and
the restriction of the right to earn a living,
is painfully apparent to me since the rise of
trades unionism in Portland. But is the
condition of labor, generally, improved ?
you ask. I answer, no! Owing to the
Alaska excitement and the Philippine war,
much attention has been attracted to Port:|
an advantageous

shipping and manufactu

h the| We:
| the war,

necesssity causes a demand fora larger num-
ber of all kinds of mechanics in the building
trades. That, in connection with a large
departure of men to Alaska.and Manila,
has given the opportunity to the trades
union leaders to claim the credit for theraise
in wages and the shortening of the work-
day. It isnoticeable, however, that before
these conditions arose, all the entreaties,
threats and other efforts of the trade
unions were in vain. B

Tradcs unionism is based onan acceptance
of things as they are, and seeks to prevent’
the lowering of wages, to raise wages or
shorten the work-day, by preventing alarge
number of persons from getting work, thus
keeping the work for themselves, and dicta-
ting hours and wages.

That fact of necessity makes it a foe to
liberty, a restricter of opportunities, an up-
holder of wage working—a galling form of
slavery.

The Western Labor Union is a modifica-
tion of trades unionism ; and encourages the
reading of the works of Marx, Kropotkin,
Mortis, and others. Such an organization
is far preferable to the “pure and simple”’
kind, ot the Socialist Trades and Labor Alli-
ance kind: but LIBERTY brooks no restric-
tions. HENRY AppIs.

—_ 0 —

A Letter from London.

DEAR Coﬁ’RADEs,—FREE SocIETY to hand_ 3
for which please accept thanks. -The paper
looks very nice in its new dress; andthebest
wishes of the comrades here are with you in
your attempt to stimulate and quicken that
spirit © of revolt which  abounds in the
“storm-center” of the United States, and
to guide it in' the chanmiel of Anarchist Com:
munism. Libs 53 :

When a country is in such a condition that
it requires cotirage to live in it, it is in a bad
way. Such is the condition of this country
today. Pessimism is such adangerous form
of vice that one can only hope one will not
be afflicted with it. But if to tell the truth,
no matter how unpleasant be pessimism,
then I fear we are all pessimists here at
present. There is but one topic here at pres-
ent among all men: that is the warn South
Africa. True, the horizon is temporarily
obscured at times with such matters as the
looting and blood-letting in China, the death
of Victoria and the visit of the German em.
peror, the London County Council election,
and the numerous other small matters; but
like summer clouds they soon pass away
and are forgotten. The County Council
election took place day before yesterday,and *
will be forgotten a week hence.Victoria is
forgotten already, and the patriotic states-
men are crying for a shortening of the
‘“mourning period,” as it hurts trade, they
say,—yes, théir trade,—while a great many
people are in doubt as to whether the man
with the crippled arm [the German ruler] -
was eyer really here, for his visit seems S0
remote. ‘But the war isalways here; things
eotne and go, it is with us morning, noon
and night; and the great guestion is, when
willit hé over? = Rl

We are now in the seventeenth month of
andDe Wet, Botha, er




6 _.

FREE SOCIETY.

war has been over officially about eleven
times, while De Wet has been hemmed in,”
“surrounded,” “dispersed and his com-
mando broken up,” and Botha surrendered
80 many times that people, other than math-
ematicians, have lost all count of them. So
many troops have been sent out to slaughter
these few Boers that it isimpossible to count
them, but the number certainly doesn’t fall
short of three hundred thousand. One hun-
dred million pounds sterling have been
admitted as spent; and according to letters
from the front, some of the troops are five
months in arrears with their pay. To this
must be added, what a great many people
forget, i. e., £50,000,000 army stores,
which have been used up. Thesestores were
in depot when the war broke out; they arc
now used up, and will have to be replaced ;
but of this the patriotic government says
nothing, and ninety-nine out of every one
hundred men in the street know nothing
about it. This makes £150,000,000
($750,000,000), and the war not over yet.
How does the' American Jjingo like it?

It is not too much to say that this war
has killed-every hope forsocial reforms—even
of the mildest character—by the imperial
government for yearsto come. One of those
“immediate demands” of the Social Demo-
crats here is “old age pensions,” and they,
together with political radicals, were deceiv-
ing themselves as recently as two years
ago that “old age pensions” were in sight.
Did not Chamberlain promise it, and was
not there a committee appointed some four
or five years ago, ‘with Lord Rothschild as
chairman, to look into the matter? They
did look into it—probably after dinner—and
reported that it was impracticable, and-said
that “self-help” wasthebest! And now with
a debt of £150,000,000—and some say
£200,000,000—saddled on to the country on
top of the enormous debt there is at present,
Postpones indefinitely not only old age pen-
sions, but every other reform. The lesson is
so striking that a child in economics could
see there is no hope for the working classes,
except by revolution and a general expro-
priation of the governing classes.

Unfortunately the words truth, justice,

\ freedom, respect for the rights of others, and
morality, have lost their meaning in this
mad wave of jingoism; and if there is a
slight reaction—and perhaps a growing
reaction—in favor of peace, it is not because
the masses and the classes are less brutal
and unjust than they were a year ago, but
because their pockets have heen affected, and
De Wet has compelled their admiration.
* The Englishman is more than half brute by
nature, and admires cleverness and physical
courage, hence their forced admiration for
De Wet. They do not admire him because
he is fighting for freedom, but simply because
he is fighting! No matter what the cause
may be, the question is, can he fight? or, is
-he clever? These two causes more than any
other make for peace. All other questions,
such as the justice or injustice of the war,
the martyrdom of the troops at the front,
or the friends of peace at home, together
with many others, are all subsidiary to the
two questions above. .

Such is the material the Anarchists have
to deal with here; and is it a wonder that
we make slow progress? The Anarchist

{

movement, is under a cloud at present. A
handful of comrades here in London still
struggle on, and wait impatiently the awa-
kening which is sure to come. Though the
light is dim the candle still burns, and will
some day burst forth in a flame that will
startle the parasites of this great city. May
it be soon ! ) ‘

The Daily News of today prints a long
protest against the action of the czar of all
the Russias, in his sentence of two hundred
students sent into the army for daring to
assemble in a meeting to denounce the action
of one of the students‘in stealing some val-
uables from a ballet girl. Iinclose a copy of
protest, which you can print if you have
space. It is a good omen that the Daily
News should print the protest in full. In
these dog days we are thankful for small
mercies. With Kropotkin coming to Chi-
cago, a little breeze might be raised on this
question; and the fact that it would be
unpalatable to McKinley the First to say
anything about his friend and ally, the czar,
would add spice to it. Those poor stu-
dents of this tyrant, deserve all the help we
can give them.

With best wishes for the movement and
kind regards to old friends,

H. M. KeLLy.

London, Eng., March 4, 1901.

—_— —

Civilization and Barbarism—A Comparison,

Civilized men, amongst whom belief in a
personal God grows weaker day by day—
civilized men, with their vague idea of an

indefinable Supreme Being—will think the
pretensions or these paltry knights grotesque ;
will wonder at the trivial absurdity of these
wretched Todas, who grant their head dairy-
man the attributes of omnipotence. They
will protest that it is madness for a mortal
to believe himself immortal, not to recognize
that he is subject to the thousand accidents
of daily life, to the numberless frailties of
existence, to all chances which inflict. humil-
iation on our wisdom and ruin the plans we
held most prudent and well arranged.

All that is a modern conception. “The
ancients thought otherwise, were accustomed
to mingle the ideas of order, morality, and
justice with those of administration, govern-
ment, and personal power. If we are to
believe them, nature must have begun with

movement, as well as the Social Democraticiaxid the sea is filled with fish. of

50 great
worth is a good leader.” Such is also the
opinion of the Chinese, who hold their
emperor responsible. for draughts and inunda-
tions, winds and frosts. . :
But, upon reflection, are our modern ideas
upon the principle of authority sensibly
superior to those of the savages? Have not
the theorists of divine right put forth the
dictum that their monarch can do everything ;
yes, everything? And have riot their rivals,
the philosophers of constitutionalism, given
utterance to the axiom that their king is,
like a pair of scales, incapable of being in
the wrong ? Need we cite the pontiff, whose
seat is at the Vatican, when we have, in each
country town, magistrates incapable of con-
demning an innocent person, incapable of
deciding against truth and justice? Do not-
the impeccability and infallibility which they
enjoy constitute the essence of divinity ?’
After all, infallibility in the matter of milk
and curds is not less rational than infallibil-
ity in the matter of dogma or of moral
responsibility ; . and the mistakes of the
cheesemaker, should he commit any, have
less disastrous cousequences. In any case,
the mountaineersof the Neilgherries say what
they believe, and believe what they say.—
From ‘“Primitive Folk,” by Elie Reclus.
e

Smash the Banks.

Kate Austin asks, ¢ Where, oh where,
is the Christian that will head- a crusade
against the money sharks?”. Why, bless
your soul, it has been done over and over
again. « Rev. -Gilbert ‘de 1a- Matyr was a
Greenback representative in Congress who
inspired as fierce a hatred on the part of bank-
ers as Mrs. Nation has on the part of saloon
keepers. -He is dead. Then Jennings Bryan
has twice headed crusades against the bank-
ers, and he is a Christian. He is: defeated.
But he did not start out with a hatchet.

When Mrs. Nation first started out I said
if I were going into the smashing business in *
the name of Jesus, I would start for the na-
tional banks the first thing. Iam glad to see
that Kate Austinand I agree on that point.

Denver, Colo: CEeria B. WHITEHEAD.

—_— 00—

Living Thougilts.

chaos, and would tend to return to its initial
disorder, did not a more powerful Will create
order and maintain it. Humanity would ask
nothing better than to wallow in excess and
immerse itself in crime, if monarchs were not
there to sIepress cupidity and violence, and
impose upon the nations the bridle of law.
In conceptions of  this sort it is not always
easy to distinguish between the God who del.
egates his powers to man, and man who
receives his powers from God. “This is why
the Hindoo doctrine teaches that Indra sends
10 rain upon a kingdom which has lost its
king. Ulysses—the wise Ulysses—explained
to the discreet Penelope: ‘‘Under a virtuous
princé the earth brings  forth barley and
wheat in abundance, trees are loaded with
fruit, ewes yeen seyeral times in Syceession,

just, but because they are laws

not being
; 'tis the
mystic foundation of their authority; they
have no other, and it well) answetrs their
purpose. They are often made by fools, still
oftener by men who, out of hatred to equal-
ity fail in equity; but always by men, vain
and irresolute authors. There is nothing so
much, nor so grossly, nor so ordinarily
faulty, as the laws. Whoever obeys them
because they are just, does not justly obey
them as he ought.—Montaigne, ¢

Just so.long as there are women in cities
who buy their food by selling their woman-
hood; so long as there are men in the rich
coalfields that must stand without, shiver-
ing at the door, pick in hand and muscle
read for work, while wealth locks - the coal-
fields up against them and a shivering pop-

The laws keep up their credit,
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* withdraw and stand aloof from iteffectually.

“The censor in Russia is doing his utmost to during the holidays (Pentecost), to discuss
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ulation; so long as in the ironfields men are ,striking, and have resolved not to attend the
working twelve hours a day, with no time lectures. A number of arrests were made.
even to court their wives orkiss their babies ;
so long as people and stock are starving to
death in one part of this country, and corn - :
is being burned for fuel in another; so long | houses, take their photographs, and indulge
as one man has got the legal right by law to |in other lmpertinences not very amusing,
rob and starve a million; just so long my |but even the Social Democrats have joined
hand and heart are enlisted in any and every |in the general persecution. In some pub-
movement that gives fair promise for the|lic places in Thueringen where Social-
emancipation of man by the emancipation |ists gather for recreation, the proprietors
of industry —Robert Stiles. were instructed to forbid the Anarchists
I have never declined paying the highway [admission, in order to prevent the djstribu-
tax, because I am as desirous of being a[tion of Anarchist literature, under threat of
good neighbor as I am of being a bad sub-|a boycott if the demand was not carried out.
ject; and, as for supporting schools, I am | Socialists go the capitalists one better, for
doing my parttoeducate my fellow-country- they do not need to wait for civil power in
men now. It is for no particula'r item .inthe order to inaugurate the ¢ coming slavery.”
ta.x-blll that I refus? to pay it. Isimply On March 10 an enthusiastic meeting took
wish to refuse allegiance to the- State, to place in Rome to protest against the high

I do not care to trace the course of my dol- | 2Tmy expendltvl.}res and graln.ta'xes. Av};um-
lar, if I could, +ill it buys a man or a musket|ber of Anarchists and Socialists addressed
to shoot one with,~the dollar is inno-|the meeting. Strangely enough, the police
cent,—but I am concerned to trace theeffects|did not interfere, which is a rare phenome-
of my allegiance. In fact, I quietly declare|non in Italy, and the meeting came off
war with” the State, after my fashion, peacefully and quietly.

though I will still make what use and get
what advantage of her I can, as is usual in
such cases.—Thoreau.

The Anarchists of Germany are not only
annoyed by the police, who search their

In Norway a new semi-monthly Anarchist
journal, 737 Friket, has made its apperagce,
the address of which is: Kr. Hanstreen,
So far as a man thinks, he is free. Nothing | yipes gate, IV, Christiana, Norway.

is more disgusting than the crowing ‘about -

liberty by slaves, as most men are, and the N 4 . .
flippant mistaking for freedom of some paper that Socialism is making gx:eat inroads in the
preamble like a Declaration of Independence, |army, that it could be relied upon {o repel
or the statute right to vote, by those who|an invasion, but it is doubtfu_l if it could be
have never dared to think or act.—Emerson. [used to suppress an insurrection of the
3 S;‘x"'Bélief\" ‘makes “hlessed”’; consequently{PSOP lx _The minister feels qmte‘d._epressed
it lies. ““Beliet”*means n ot-vw}i,shing-t o-know [OVer this state of affairs.<=/ndustrial Democ-
what is true.—Nietzsche: racy. 2

fttiies ) In Belgium an Anarchist con. Tess is to be
T t rel the first step t g g
£ yoect religion s i el? el held on Easter, in which the following ques-

moral excellence.—Thoreau.

s tions are to be discussed ! 1. Anarchist prin-
ciples, and the publication of an appropriate

G pamphlet, “What the Anarchists Want,”’
R wkich ‘is to be distributed throughout the
Here and There. ° country; 2. Organization, and what is the
best method of forming# groups ; 3. Propa-
ganda through leaflets and placards, and the
establishment of their own printing plant;
4. A bureau of information for the purpose
of furnishing and exchanging news between
different groups; 5. Trades unionism—gen-
eral, strike; 6. _Propaganda against milita-
rism; 7. The woman question. The An-
archists from all over Holland will meet

The minister of war of Belgium reports

Every man is a consumer and ought to be
a producer.—Emerson. 8L

Revolts against authority and exploitation
continye to spread throughout the Continent.
In é:ej}athlonia district of Spain the revolu-
tion is taking greater dimensions daily. The
strikers in the textile industry in Barcelona
and other places have made demonstrations in
which the cry of ““Long live the Social Rev-
olution !”” had a prominent place.

suppress all news concerning the unrest in that

country, but the news is gradually becoming |
known. In Moscow significant demonstra-
tions have taken place. Several studen:ts
gathered at the Pushkin monument, and be-
gan to sing a revolutionary song, whereupon
a large crowd soon assembled, taking part
and encouraging the students. The authori-
ties were quick to act, and the police soon
dispersed the people. There was neither con-
flict nor arrests. The students rejoiced, how
ever, over the triumph which they achieved.
The workers in several large factories are out e y g e
onastrike, A state of siege has been pro- | been assisted gnox%llyﬁqnd ﬁnancu{ly; A
Odessa, Kieff, and Kharkoff, Eight| King Rdward has not yet learned that the

ways and means for a vigorous agitation for
a general strike. -

The International ‘Solidarity Group, whose
circular we published not long ago, ismaking
steady progress.. Many groups have been
formed in France, and some also in Spain.
Many Pprominent mien in France, authors,
artists, and learned scholars, are joining to
aid in the efforls of our comrades in uphold-
ing free press and free speech. Already
some of those comrades who have been

of his mother. He is not content to act like
a stuffed puppy, as his mother did, and the
ministers find him ameddlesome fellow. As
Victoria remained ‘queen only because she
made herself a nonentity, the new king may
live to see the downfall of his ignoble race.

John Redmond, the Irish leader, states
that during Victoria’s reign forty coercion
acts have been passed, and that 4,000,000
people have emigrated from Ireland. Mul-
hall, the statistician, in his ‘“Fifty Vears of
National Progress, gives some figures,
which have not been disputed, that show to
what straits taxation and oppression have
brought the Irish people. In this time
1,225,000 died of famine, while the number
of persons evicted reached more than double
that figure. ;

We are now getting a taste of twenfje_th

century Puritanism. The directors of the
Pan-American Exposivion -sent out a poster
to advertise the Exposition. It represents a
beautiful female 'figure with outstretched
arms over which flow the waters of the

Niagara. Through -the falling water and
the mists of the cataract the graceful lines of
the figure may be dimly discerned. So
strikingly artistic is the poster that the teach-
ers of the Providence schools began using
them to embellish the bare walls of their
schoolrooms. Thereupon the prudish direct-
ors ‘ordered that they be taken down, thus
betraying how low and impure their own
thoughts were. In New Brunswick, a pro-
fessor (was it of ignorance ?), the principal of
a public school, made some. remarks because
the teachers wore skirts so short that they
‘would not drag along in the mud. He said
they were' unbecoming any young woman.

imprisoned for the opinions they hold have|

Such  wisdom is very becoming of a Lro-
fessor !

The' capitalistic press has at last exposed
the conditions existing in South Carolina and
other places in the South, being more con-
servative than conditions warrant. Ignorant
blacks aie lured into signinga contract-which
subjects them to a' practical chattel slavery
until the master sees fit to liberate them. -
The wages paid are always so miserably low
that the slave usually owes the master money,
and he is obliged to work off this debt before
he is free. - As the slave lives from hand to

‘mouth continually, he cannot Ppay his debt,

and is thus in his master’s power until the
latter has no further use for him. The Chi-
cago Zribune has also discovered that in'Ala-
bama tramps are arrested and sentenced to a
term of hard labor, and are then given to
contractors who work them in the mines.
The transports upon which they are taken to
the mines recall the horrors of Siberia. In .
Montgomery  some indignant  citizens
attempted to stop this practice, but were.
informed by the officials that this was per-
fectly legal and aceording to law,

T s
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students in St. Petersburg are also|function of a king consists in being the son
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FREE SOCIETY.

306

rhe number printed on the wrapper of
your paper shows that yoursubseription
has been paid up to that number.

AGENTS FOR FREE SOCIETY.
WThe following named persons will re-
ceive and receipt for subscriptions for
FREE SOCIETY,.

ALLEGHENY, Pa.—H. Bauer, 78 Spring-
garden Ave.

ArraxTtic City, N. J.—M. Kisluck, 1108
Baltic Ave.

B. Morwitz, 2018 Baltic Ave.
BarTivore—M. Kahn, 1139 Granby St.
BosTox—Brighham's Restaurant, 642

Washington St.
D. Mikol, 20 Isabella St.
K. A.'Snellenberg, 54 Haskins St., Rox-
bury.
BurraLo—Hattie Lang, 408 Riley St.
Caicaco—H. Havel, 515 Carroll Ave.

C. Pfuetzner, 469 Wabash Ave.
CLEVEBLAND—E. Schilling, 4 Elwell St.
LO\DO\ Eng.—T. Cantwell, 127 Ossul-

ton St., N. W.
\l!-:\\ York—M. Maisel, 170 Henry St.
PPiLapELPHIA—Natasha Notkin, 242 N.

Second St.
Sax Fraxcisco—R. Rieger, 1705 Mar-
ket St.
St. Louis—C. Norman, 1351 S. 13th St.
-

For CHICAGO.

The FREE SOCIETY SUSTAIN-
ING CLUB meets every Wednesday
evening at 515 Carroll Ave.

Take the Lake Street Elevated,
Ashland Avenue Station, or any
surface line crossing Ashland Ave.
or Paulina street, which is one
block east of Ashland Ave.

For NEW YORK.

Peter Kropotkin will lecture
on ‘“ Anarchism: Its Philosophy
and Ideal,” Sunday, March 31,
1901, at 3 o’clock p.m.,in Grand
Central Palace, 43d St. & Lex-
ingtonAve. Admission 25 cents.
The proceeds to defray expenses
and to assist Anarchistic publi-
cations in the English language.

For PHILADELPHIA.

International Commemoration
of the Paris Commune, under the
auspices of the Social Science
Club, Industrial Hall, Broad and
Wood Sts., Sunday, March 24,
1901, 8 p. m. Music, songs, re-
citations and speeches in English,
German, French, Italian, and
Jewish.  Speakers: George F.
Stephens, Ed. Kuppinger, Geo.
Ulrich, Geo. Brown, V. de Cleyre,
J. Kayser, Dr. M. Barbour, J.
Menta, L. Dujardin, J. Myers,:].
Luba:sky, J. Kirschner, Ha Par-
ker. Music under the direction
of H. Bergman. Admission free.
All welcome.

NOTICE.
I am desirous of getting into
correspondence with comrades
connected with some of the coop-

erative stores (Rochdale) in Eng-
land, or to get the address of
their central supply depot.
Would like also to hearfrom any
like concerns in France or Ger-
man, in their own ngudge, who
believe in making life better now.
Foreign exchanges pleasecopy.
HENRY ADDIS.
Portland, Or., 125 Front St.
U.S. Al
- —_—-—————
Two Jingoes.
Madly they charged, a gallant twain,
Heedless of wounds or death;
They stormed the towering Transvaal
height,
Driving the Boer in headlong flight,
Nor ever paused for breath.

Red were their hands, their weapons
stained

With life-blood of the Boer.

They showed a wonder-stricken world

Proud Britain’s flag again unfurled,

Adrip with Transvaal gore.

You ask me what was the reward

To each brave * British Cub."”

No medals theirs—I much deplore,

Those heroes only fought the Boer,

While bee-soaked in a pub.
|—Reynold’s Newspaper

@The Letter-Box.

G. T., Brooklyn—The sentiment of
your verses is all right, but it is not poe-
try, and cannot be published as such.
Enclose stamp if the return of the MS. is
desired.

S. R., Haverhill, Mass.—The paper will
be sent regularly as advised. Please see
whether it is on the table.

J. A. W., Atlanita, Ga.—You will receive
the paper anyhow; and you may pay
whenever you are able to do so.

C. A., Brooklyn, N. Y.—The M. O. for
$1, of December 21, 1900, from the
“Internotionaler Club Freiheit” was re-
ceived, but was not credited in the *‘Re-
ceipts”’ on aceount of the move.

J. F. B., Pullman, Wash.—We are glad
to hear that you are willing to be en-
lightened, and have sent some pamphlets
for this purpose. You may pay for them
if you think they have given you some
light on our principles and ideals.

—— et —
RECEIPTS.
SusscrIpTIONs.—Schroeter, $1.75. R.
Task, J. Task, Meyers, Stroka, Whinrey,
Lackock, Wohl, Queckbrenner, each $1.
Berman, Greenfield, Brynoff, Gill, Wirth,
Rattray, McLeay, Martina, Belz, Jones,
Lessman, Fritsche, Roodin, Nicholas,
cach 50c. Marakergaard, 30c. March,
Nuérenberg, Gabler, McCann, Clarkson;
McEndrews, each 25c¢.
DoxaTions.—Social Science Club, Phila-
delphia, $3.85.

BRANN'S ICONOCLAST

‘A Free Lance Monthly Magazine. It
fearlessly attacks evils in either
Church, State; or Society.

NOW UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT.
Some of its contributors are:

ETHELYN LESLIE HUSTON,
CLAR:NCE S. DARROW,
HELENE DU BO1S,

EDWIN C. WALKER,
JINATHAN MAYO CRANE,
NELIE M. FRAZER, .
LIZZIE M. HOLMES.

One Year, $1. Single Copy, 10 cents.
J. C. HART, Publisher,
121 La Salle St., Chicago, Il

DIRECTORY.
The following are names and addresses
of comrades engaged in business:
J. Burness, 977 W, Lake St., boot and
shoe store; repairing neatly done.
C. Pfuetzner, 469 Wabash Ave., shoe-
making and repairing.

MEETINGS.

NEw York,—The Social Seience Club
meets every Thursday 8. p. m., 250 W.
23th Strect.

PHILADELPHIA—The Social Science Club
meets every Sunday evening at Industrial
Hall, Corner Broad and Wood Streets.
Lectures, questions and discussions con-
cerning the topics of the hour.

PrrrsBurG—The Debating Club meets
every Sunday afternoon 2 p. m. at 155
Crawford St. Take any Fifth Ave. car
Pride St.

MORIBUND SOCIETY
AND ANARCHY.

Translated from the French of
JEAN GRAVE

By VoLTAIRINE DE CLEYRE.

CONTENTS :

The Anarchistic Idea and its Develop-
ment.—Individualism and Solidarity.—
Too Abstract.—Is Man Evil >—Property.
—The Family.—Authority.—The Magis-
tracy.—The Rigth to Punish and the Sa-
vants.—The Influence of Environment.—
“The Country.”—The Patriotism of the
Governing Classes.— Militarists— Colo-
nization.—There are no Inferior Races.—
Why We are Revolutionist.—As to what
Means followfrom the Principles.—Revo-
lution and Anarchy.—The Efficacy of. Re-
forms.— The Experimental Method.—
What Then?—Anarchism and its Practi-
cability.—The Unvarnished Truth.

The book is printed in large type, and
consists of 176 pages.

) Price, paper cover, 25¢;
Five copies $1.
Send orders to FREE SoCIETY.

THE CHICAGO MARTYRS.

s iy
THE FAM JU3S SPEECHES OF THE EIGHT
ANARCHISTS IN COURT
AND
ALTGELD'S REASONS FOR PARDONING
FIELDEN, NEEBE AND STHWAB.

This book contains a half-tone picture
of our eight *comrades and one of the
monument erected at Waldheim cemetary
to the memory of those murdered by the
government. This is the best edition of
the boak ever printed. It contuines 168
pages.

Price 25 eents.

Send ordess to FREE SOCIETY.

HISTORY OF THE
COMMUNE OF 1871,

Translated from the French of
P. O. LISSAGARAY

By ELEANOR MARX AVELING,

.The ahove hook is the most reliable
history of the Commune of 1871, and

-| should be in every library of the student

of revolutionary movements. Arrange:
ments which we have made with the
publishers enable us to mail the book
postpaid for

75 CENTS.

Send orders to FREE SOCIETY.

bound 60c..
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