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Fhe Workers.
We plow and sow, we're so very, very low,
__-That we delve in the dirty clay,
“ Till we bless the plain with the golden grain
And the vale with the fragrant hay.
Our place we know, we're so very, very low,
'Tis down at the landlord’s feet;
We're not too low the grain to grow,
But too low the bread to eat.
Down,down we go, we're so very, very low,
To the hell of the deep sunk mines;
But we gather the proudest gems that glow,
When the crown of the despot shines;
And when'er he lacks, upon our backs
Fresh loads he designs to lay;
We're far too low to vote the tax,
But not too low to pay.
We're low, we're low—we’re very, very low—
And yet from our fingers glide
The silken flow and the robes that glow
Round the limbs of the sons of pride;
And what we get and what we give,
We know, and we know o‘ur.share;
We're not too low the cloth to weave,
~But too low the cloth to wear. g
We're low, we're low—we’re very, verffow—
Aud yet when the trumpets ring,

The thrust of the poor man's arm will go

Thru the beart of the proudest king.

We're low, we're low—mere rabble, we know—

We're only the rank and file;
We're not too low too kill the foe,
But too low to share the spoil.
—Ernest Jones.
. e
Thoreau on Government.

I heartily accept the motto “That goverm
ment is best which governs least,” and I
should like to see it acted up to more rapidly
and systematically. Carried out, it finally
amounts to this, which also I believe: “That
government is best which governs not at all,”
and when men are prepared for it, that will be
the kind of government which théy will have.
Government is at best but an expedient; but
most governments are usually, and all govern-
tents are sometimes, expedient. The
objections which have been brought against

“a standing—army, and they are many
and weighty, aid. deserve to prevail, may also
at least be brought against a standing govern-
ment. The standing army is only an arm of
the standing government.j The government
itself; which is only the gfiode which the peo-
ple have chosen to execute their will, is equal-
ly liable to be abused and perverted before the
people can act thru it. Witness the pres-
ent Mexican war, the work of comparatively
a few individua}s using the standing govern-
ment as their tdol; for, in the outset, the peo-
ple would not have consented to this meas-

- ure,

This American government, what is it but

a tradition, thru a recent one,[endeavoring
to transmit itself unimpaired to posterity, but
cach instant losing some of.its integrity? It
has not the vitality and force of a single liv-
ing mafi, for a single living man can bend it
to his will. It is a sort of a wooden gun to
the people themselves. But it is not the less
necessary for this; for the people must have
some complicated machinery or other, and
hear its din, to satisfy that idea of government
which they have. Governments show -thus
how successfully man can be imposed on—
even impose on themselves, for their own ad-
vantage. It-is excellent, we must all allow,
yet this government never of itself furthered
any enterprise, but by the alacrity with which
it got out of its way. It does not keep the
country free. The character inherent in the
American people has done all that has been
accomplished; and it would have done some-
what more if the government had not got in its
way. For government is an expedient by
which men would fain succeed in letting one
another alone; and, as has been said, when
it is most expedient, the governed are most
let alone by it.* Trade and commerce, if they
were not made of india rubber, would never
manage to bounge over the obstacles which
legislators are continually putting in their
way; and, if one were to judge these men
wholly by the effects of their actions, and not
partly by their intentions, they would deserve
to be classed and punished with those mis-
chievous persons who put obstructions on the
railroads.

After all, the practical reason why, when
the power is once in the hands of the people,
a majority are permitted, and for a long time
continue to rule, is not because they are most
likely to be in the right, nor because this seems
to be fairest to the minority, but because they
are physically the strongest. But a govern-
ment in which the majority rule in all cases
cannot be based on justice, even as far as men
understand it. €an there not be a government
in which majorities do not virtually decide
right and wrong, but conscience?—in which
majorities decide only those questions to
which the rule of expediency is applicable?
Must the citize
least degree, rﬂign his conscience to the leg-
islator? Why has every man a conscience,
then? I think that we should be men first, and
subjects afterwards. It is not desirable to cul-
tivate a respect for‘the law, so much as for the
right. The only obligation which I have a
right to_assume is to do at any time what I
think right. It is truly enough said that a
corporation has no conscience; but a corpora-

tion of conscientious men is a corporation with
a conscience. Law never made a whit more
just; and, by their respect for it, even the
wéll-disposed are daily made the agents of in-
justice. A common and natural result of an
undue respect for law is that you see a file
of soldiers=colonel, captain, corporal, pri-
vates, powder monkeys, and all, marching in "
admirable order over hill and dale to the wars,
against their wills, aye, against their common
sense and consciences, which makes it very
steep marching indeed, and produces a palpi-
tation of the heart. They have no doubt that
it is a damnable business in which they are
concerned; they are all peaceably inclined.
Now, what are they? Men at all? or small,
_movable forts and magazines, at the service
of some unscrupulous man in power?  Visit
the navy-yard, and behold a marine, such a
man as an American government can make—
or|such as it can make a man ‘with its black
arts; a mere shadow and reminiscence of hu-
manity—a man laid out alive and standing,
and already, as one may say, buried under
arms_and funeral accompaniments.

The mass of men serve the State thus, not
‘as men mainly, but as. machines, with their
bodies. They are,the standing army, and the
militia, gaplers, constables, posse comitatus,
etc. In most cases there is mo free exercise
whatver of the judgment, or of the moral
sense; but they put themselves on a level with
wood and earth and stone; and. wooden men
can perhaps be manufactured that will serve
the purpose as well. Such command no more
respect than men of straw or a lump of dirt.
They have the same sort of worth only as
horses and dogs. Yet such as these ever are
commonly esteemed good citizens. Others— -
as most legislators, politicians, lawyers, minis-
ters, and officeholders—serve the State chiefly
with their heads; and, as rarely make any
moral distinctions, they are as likely to serve
the Dévil—without infending it—as God. A
very few, as heroes, patriots, martyrs, reform-
ers in the great sense, and men, serve the
State with their consciences also, and so nec-
esasrily resist it for the most part; and they
are commonly treated as enemies by it. A

even for a moment, or in the (wise man will only be useful as a man, and

will not submit to be “clay,” and “stop a hole
to keep the wind away,” but leave that office
to his dust at least:—

“1 am too high born to be propertied{ <

To be secondary at control;

Or useful serving-man and instrument

To any sovereign state thruout the world.”

—_— ——

Soldiers are legalized murderers,
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“another unconscious humorist.

" A Socialist Criticaster.

If Homer sometimes nods, the editor of
The Appeal To Reason may certainly sleep;
and some recent lucubrations of hisconcern-

.ing Anarchism, make the inference irresist-

ible that he sleeps a kind of hypnotic sleep -

at times, a sleep in which all the ignorance
about_Anarchism which is prevalent in the
popular mind, finds somnambulistic utter-
ance; for certainly, no thoughtful man who
is awake could be got to say what he says
in a recent issue ‘of his paper. Read, and
smile over the following clairvoyant utter-
ance:

The most common types of Anarchists are the fol-
lowing: The violent Anarchist; the intellectual An-
archist; the Communist Anarchist; the parlor An-
archist ; and the capitalist Anarchist.

This utterance was made in answer toa
correspondent who asked for the  difference
between "Anarchism—and Socialism.” Put-
ting aside -for the moment the patronizing
and superior way in which the Anarchistic
position is made to appearanindefinite one,
let us ask ourselves why the editor did not
rather 'say that the most common types of
Anarchists were the Individnalist Anarch-
ist and the Communist Anarchist; a piece
of information which was plainly called for
in the question of his correspondent? The
answer is obvious: he was obsessed by that,
spirit which is named, the I Would Rather
Not Know; a spirit which, political Social-
ists have led us heretofore to believe, they
would gladly kill. A task now presents
itself to them ; the exorcising of the spirit of
ignorance from the person of the editor of
Thé Appeal To Reason. The need isurgent.

A definition of Amarchism which would
satisfy any and all Anarchists is, the union
of well-being with the absence of govern-
ment; and for the editor of a political So-
cialist journal to boggle or ignore this ob-
vious definition is to admit that he is just
His An-
archists;the fanciful types which he mar-
shals for consideration, or pity, are phan-
tasms, dancing deliriously in his brain.

The difference between Socialism and An-
archism is this: Socialism is a theory of
society in which collective owner'ship of the
means of production is offered as a plan ¢f
securing the individual in well-being; au-
thority, in the shape of government being
the agent thru which industry is carried on
and equity made sure; Anarchism is the
theory that the more authority we have the
worse off the individual is, and that freedom
from government coupled with ample op-
portunity on the part of the individual to
secure his own well-being, will result in that
peace and that order which ages of govern
ment have failed to secure to the race. Let
a man choose between things fairly pre-
sented, when he asks you to define a thing:
this, is the best plan, even for editors to
foﬂ?

ter telling his questioner that the lypea
of Anarchists which he names choseallsorts
of inconsistent and indefinite ways and
means of solving the social problem, our
precious informant goes on to declare that
Socialism means something definite, coher-
ant,—a concise and agreed-upon thing.

. Hear him: 3

Socialism, on the other hand, is a science, a political
movement, and an ideal.. The science of Social devel-

FREE SOCIETY.

opmént leads to the formation of the political move-
ment for the e ipation of the king class from
capitalist slavery, and for the inauguration of the
ideal society, the cooperative commonwealth.

An obvious and neat retort upon this”

editor at - this juncture, would be that, the
most common type of Socialists are the fol-
lowing:" Christian Socialists, Revolutionary
Socialists, State Socialists, De Leon Social-
ists, Gas and Water Socialists (as they call

" them in England) Saloon Socialists, and

Morgan Socialists; and then one might go
on to say that all these were pulling in dif-
ferent ways with different ideas, and hav-
ing little in common except common fool-
ishness. Offering this for what it is worth
in response to our editor’s first quoted
words, let us leave him.

Only, let him remember that to misrepre-
sent a thing is not to do it justice; and that
if one’s list of subscribers is made up chiefly
of the names of those who do not think, it
is still well to avoid listening to their chat-
ter too much, lest_one becom€ obsessed by
the spirit of their conceit and ignorance,
and give utterance to it at an unfortunate
moment; justifying on the part of the
thoughtful the application to one’s paper of
the name, The Appeal to Unreason.

W.F.B.

— 0 —
More Critics of Mine.

In the last number of Liberty, Tucker calls
me ‘“a man whose lifelong accumulation of
unassimilated learning has incapacitated
him from thinking his way thru it” (the
learning ?)

Nevertheless I have assimilated the facts
on which I had previously bestowed some
study, sufficiently to teach Benjamin R.
Tucker that for “ the victims of the monop-
olists,”” “ application of Malthusianchecks”
is among the *‘ fundamental virtues.” (First
page and column of Liberty, same issue.)
Fifteen years ago, a suggestion of this sort
used to make him howl likeAn anti-vac-
cinator; and no one offered it in his paper,
except, sometimes, by very grudging,per-
mission, myself. He could see nothing in
Malthusianism then but an apology for
things as they are; and a modestsuggestion
of mine to the effect that Malthus’ motives
had nothing to do with his demonstrations,
was hopelessly confusing to this digestor of
all he knows; upon whose advance in com-
prehension of scientific methods since, I
‘heartily congratulate both him and myself.

The ingratitude of Tucker annoys me as
little as the wrath of Leverson, or Hay-
man’s impending geyser of small capitals.
All I want to suggest is that before trying
to kick down the ladder by which he has
made such important intellectual progress,
he ought to consider whether it may not be
equally serviceable to others; and whether
he cannot perhaps still find some use for it
himself. Isay, he remarks, ‘ that co-opera-
tive coercion is objectionable because it is
strong enough to enslave. Whence it fol-

lows, df course, that if you happen to be
strong enough to enslave, you have nonglzt
to resist.”” A little more reflection—say fif-
teen years of it—on my ‘‘lifelong accumula-
tion of unassimilated learning’’ may get the
idea thru his wool that this talk about
Rights is all logomachy; and that what

concerns us practically is'to withstand the .
organization of dangerous Mights.
- 5 -

In the same issue of Liberty, Comrade By-
ington takes me to task for saying Czolgbsz
has ‘““made the public readier to receive An-
archism” (not exactly my words, I think).

I refer him to his own, in the same article.
‘“ The deadliest poison to the progress of an
agttatlon is silence; it (Q worse than any
blunder you could make if you broke the sil.
ence.”” Czolgosz was not an Anarchist, |
am happy to say. He was aRoman Catho-
lic. I suspect, as is known, that he'was a
tool of the priests. I always thought he
made a blunder in shooting McKinley. If
he did it to avenge the bl dealt the
Church by the Spanish war, and to throw
the blame on Anarchism, I am sure he madé
a blunder. But, any way, he broke the sil-
ence. He ‘fired a shot heard round the
world.”” “The conspiracy of silence’ about
Anarchism was defeated. The bourgeois
papers published more about Anarchism
during the next three months than in the
previous fifteen years; and tho, of course,
they published lots of lies about it, they
published more truth than in their whole
former. existence—even going so far as fre-
quently to receivesletters by Anarchistsin _
defense of Anarchism. Do you catch on?

* 5 » ' :

If R. B. Kerr will refer to Tcherkesoff’s
‘“Pages of Socialist History,” he will find
that, there at least, the concentration of in- .
dustry is disputed, no less than that of
wealth, however, it may be with the au-
thor’s article in FREE Society of Nov, 9
1902. The law for both processes, accord-
ing to Tcherkesoff, with whom, of course, I
profess no absolute agreement on so com-
plex a statistical question, but whose views—"
are worth considering, appears the same.
Tho ninety-five to ninety-seven per cent of
active capitalists fail, (the basis of Marx
law of concentration) theirnumberincreases
as well as that of passive capitalists-annui-
tants, shareholders, etc.; (an alleged statis-
tical fact, inconsistent with Marx’s conclu-
sion but not his premises).

Vainly hundreds, thousands, bleed :
Still hundreds, thousands, more succeed.”

Agriculture, Mr. Kerr gives up, tho it
alone is enough to disprove the fusion of
capitals into a single easily expropriable
one. But Tcherkesoff alleges (Ch. VI), an
increase of eniployers in other trades. In
England the number of land owners in-
creased from 392,203, in 1885, to 409,422
in 1889 (“‘Statesman’s Year Book’’). The
sizes of freeholds represented are as follows
—over twenty acres, increase 1,064:; 5 to
20, 2,566; 1 to 5, 8,449; under an acre,
5,140. In France, less precise figures give
the freeholds of 1826 at 1,300,000; of 1871
at 1,700,000; of 1855 at 1,825,000. In
1840 England had 439 journals, the United
States 1,210, the world (estimated ?) 4,016.
In 1891 the figures were, England, 1840;
United States, 15,392 ;.the world 38,036.
In_1876, the number of banks in America
was 6,611, capital, $149,000,000; in1899it
was 6,721 ; capital $180,000,000. The fur
trade s represented in London by agigantic
corporation, wliose purchases are made
equally in the Arctic regions and the equa-

4
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torial. Its sales, in 1895, amounted to / Obse;'vations.
7,806,000 fs.; and its principal customers Wh ; :
(e ey e i s S o, % e
the rise of this colossal business the number b G et iy P g
of furriers has increased. — most deplorable, and the same by a

- . P . . .
If it be true, as R. B. Kerr states, that writer in”the Westminster Review, the time

Socialist literature bristles with facts and has. aited dor SO.m.CbOdy fn iise ad dqqite
figures, 80 b better for - But: Pin whither we are drifting. Dr. W. R. MacDer-
tectionist literature bristles with them too. e fhe mithor ?f th‘e sltanigs fhogey e
1f Annechist writers negléct to support their a leading cause of insanity is strict adherence
views by statistics, that is to be regretted “to the practise of that morality which is
But it may be their figuresare rather'bet te;' founded on scripture and the multipfication
digested Thif Ahinae compiled in the express table, and which enjoys the sanction of Pres-
interest of a priori theary. There is usually e ROOS‘."'VC?' .Dr' MacDermott. has' can-
2 considerable accumulation of grain in the vassed a district in the north_of Ireland for
gullet of a coop-bound hen; Satiheremcval the purpose of ascertaining what conditions

of a dialectical obstacle is necessary to the f)lften;»;t éx:;t ‘along wnt]h mBanUy ML fa:m-
process Sfnontiphoent. -~ ily. e finds there are the most crazy and im-

% H ] becile chiidre_ﬂ\l_jvhege‘ propagation is most in-

* dustriously carfied on. Women there who
keep adding to the population as fast and as
long as nature will permit produce a mental-
ly and physically enfeebled progeny; and it
appears from his investigation that such chil-
dren are not borne- because they are desired,
but because religion and morality teach that
s all increase is the will of God, and that it
Tucker and McDonald. would be wicked and immoral to evade the

“It has remained for those staunch defend- natural consequences of that association which
ers of restraint, the Individualist Anarch. marriage makes legitimate. Whether a wom-
ists, to out-do the daily press in-their cheap . 21 is happily married or not, strong or »Ycak,
sneers at the refusal of Voltairine de Cleyre in health or out, she is enjoined by religion
to prosecute (restrain is their word) Her- to render due benevolence, and is forbidden
mart Helcner for the attempt on her life. by good morals to intercept the penalty which
Messrs. Tucker and McDonald, editors re- acqyicsccncc invites. w

spectivelly of Liberty and the Truth Seeker The writer whose views I am considering
(N.Y.), are naturally quite upset over Vol-— appears to be convinced that “the huge mass
tairine’s absurd conduct in trying to prac- of predisposition to insanity and other dis-
tice Anarchism as well as preachit. Some eases .is the incident and outcome of family
men reach their second childhood early, and life strictly conformed to the conventional
if we refrain from comparing Mr. Truth- code of morality.” He holds that a contract
seeker McDonald to the “sere and yellow between a man and a woman, both healthy (he
leaf” it is because we sympathize-witha does not say married) to have~ one child
brother who has gone astray, but truth would be clearly in harmony with physiolog-
(seeker) compels us to say he is old enough ical law, tho it would be uneconventional—
to know better, and if he does not itis not that is to say, immoral, as all must admit;
our fault. Asfor Mr. Benjamin R. Liberty, while op the other hand, for a woman to be
his case has been diagnosed years ago—and worn out bearipg mentally subnormal children
declared hopeless. When the average man as fast asthe natural process can be rushed,
discovers a truth he is a hard man to get is wholly conventiondl and strictly moral, al-

There is one misprint in my Vindication of
Anarchism which occurs so often that I am
afraid of being charged with it. The meta-
physical word ‘“antinomy” .always gets
into type ‘“antimony”’—whose meaning is
slightly differertt. C. L. JaMEs.

—_—

“along with, when he thinks he Hagdiscov- tho a flagrant violation of physiological

ered a truth and has not—he is impossible. law. Dr. MacDermott says truly - that the
Ben belongs to the latter genus. Long agn  aforesaid contract between the, healthy man
he discovered that “the only good Injunis and woman “is proscribed, the father is dis-
a dead Injun,” and the best way to make countenanced from acknowledging his child,
people peaceful is to hit them over the head  the mother is ruined and insulted, and life-
with a clab (voluntary, of course), the best fong stigma legally fastened on the innocent
way to abolish prisonsis tocall them houses - offspring.” o

of restraint; in short, he has discovered the But with a matter like that T cannot deal
best way to abolish a thing is tostrengthen further than to give the findings of fact. Just
it—and change its name. Anarchismtohim now it is not the unmarried but the married
is a philosophy to be discussed aftera sixty- who are under fire, and the crisis calls for vin-
cent dinner, a cigar and a cup of coffee (why dication of their right to raise small families.
not velvet smoking jackets and silk tea- Every married couple should feel at liberty. to
gowns), and I would warrant that the do this without falling under executive criti-
:?or of his articles depends entirely upon

1ht state of his digestion. The best and the Rooscvelt published his views on race suicide:

cism. ‘That is where patriotism binds. Since .

orst thing that can be said aboht the
editor of Liberty and his misuse of the word

“Liberty” is what Edelman once said,\‘

“Ben Tucker-is much better than his philos-
ophy.” Meanwhile here is a pointer for the
voluntary police libertarians. Weshallcon-
tinue to propagate Anarchism and—toprac-

tise it.—Freedom, London.

—_— .

Agitate for the _'Auarchis't press,

it has been impossible for me to regard myself
as a loyal American citizen, for there are but
two kids in the family; yet when I cast my eye
over that circle of.two, and consider the
breakfast food question, the lunch ™ problem,
and the supper proposition, and contemplate
the velocity with which those heirs of God.
and jnint‘ heirs with Christ project their
persons and extremities thru the fabric of
clothes and shoes, 1 wonder where another

one would find anything to feed his face and
clofhe himself withal. This is no time to ar-
gue the right of the unmarried to illustrate
physiological law; it is the hour for the mar-
ried to assert their immunity. from presidential
reproach tho their home may not from the
number of ifs inmates, suggest a foundling
asylum'in a church-going community.

The only argument on behalf of intense pro-
creative industry that weighs with me at all
is advanced by a newspaper correspondent
who alleges that the more times you try, the
more chances are in your favor of producing a
genius. Anyone can test the theory, if sit-
uated as T am, by setting one hen on fifteen,
eggs and another on twice as many. If the
thirty-cgg hen hatches out a genius,/you may
conclude that the idea has something in it.

To return to Mr. MacDermott. The gen-
tleman avers that the discredit attached to the
physiological contract { (where two healthy
persons, tho unmarried, agree to have a
child), and not the contract itself, produces
the evils commonly attending it. He means
that if the mother is ruined, the community,

* and not the man or the child, has ruined her;

and that if stigma fastens to the innocent
offspring, conventional fiorality, and not the
child’s parents, hitches it on. The thought
has frequently crossed my mind that no one

is ruined or disgraced in these circumstances

but thinking makes it so.

Should President Roosevelt feel like con-
tinuing the discussion of the population ques-
tion in his Thanksgiving proclamation he will
find the closing words of Dr. MacDermott
stimulating:  “I have said enough to indicate
that the physiological law and conirentiona]
morality are at issue, and that study of insan-
ity is a study of that issue.”

T hear that in gratitude for his recent ut-

_terances in praise of fecundity, ladies who ex-

pect to influence fhe census returns for 1903
will tender receptions to the chief executive at
various points on his present tour. The report
“lacks confirmation,” but there is no telling
what may happen west of the Cascades.

Not to change the subject too violently, a
flagrant case of conventional immorality is re-
ported from Springfield, Ohio. For months
a couple lived in that town, and were on bor-

rowing and lending terms with their neigh-"

bors. Then a newspaper announcement of
their marriage caused a thrill to pervade the
community, and when the reaction came the
women held a talking-bee and appointed one,
the sternest of her sex, to call the husband
and wife to account for anticipating connubial
happiness in the way they had doffe. On the
way to discharge her duty the delegate stopped

at her pastor’s to wrestle in prayer; then she _

nresented her face, frozen Tor the occasion,
before the guilty(pair, and, with her finger
pointing at the marriage notice, demanding’
an ckplanation. She got it, and it was sim-
ple cnough. They explained that when they

first became attached to cach other they were
not sure they ouglit to marry. Their living
together had been in the natuge of an experi-
ment to find out whether’ he was the righ*

man for her and she the right woman for him.’

No serious* inadaptation, Iocal or otherwise,
discovering itself, they were spliced.  The

delegate went away dissatisfied, as well she |

might be. All persons are dissatisfied when
someone does« as they would not do,~and
is neither paralyzed nor repentant.—The

Truth Seeker.rp\-'/ s
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Society has not yet reached its ideal state,
one in which money will no longer be used,
and where everything will be free for every-
oné. If the comrades who read FrREE So-
cietTy would effectively work for that ideal
condition, let them remember that one of
the means to the great end is the support of
the journals which devote themselves to the’
advocacy of liberty. Prompt payment of
subscriptions is genuine and effective propa-
ganda. Are you with us?

o * -
» i

To anyone sending us $2 we will send
FREE SOCIETY one year and Dr. Greer’s “A
Physician in the House” or his new work
“The Wholesome Woman.” Also to anyone

‘sending us one new subscribet and $2 we
will send thesame. Thisapplies torenewals
as well as new subscriptions.
L d -
-

We call attention t6 the following letter
addressed to the Freiheit by the Columbia
University Library of New York:

‘“ We are making a collection in Columbia
University Library of Anarchistic and So-
cialistit periodicals. You will oblige us very
much if you could tell us where we could get
complete or broken sets of the following:
Alarm, The Rebel, Solidarity, Nemesis, Bea-
con, Truth, Anarchists, The Firebrand, Free
Society, Freedom, Liberty. You would also

~oblige us very much in giving us a list of
the leading Anarchist periodicals that are
now being published in the United States,
and also their addresses, so that we might
subscribe for them.”

Unfortunately we cannot spare the first,
volume of The Firebrand, and the comrades
possessing it should communicate with the
library.

€
—_—Q —

Men are not born equal in brain power,
and never will be; hence the cunning and
strong rule over the weak and honest. The
problem of the race is to gain more liberty
and better conditions for the under dog.
The Anarchist and the Socialist dispute as
to the remedy. Onthesideof the Anarchists
are the greatest men of today, and of the
past. Socialism has not produced onegreat
man in America; not onéxand she has been
in business for twenty-five years-— Mercury.
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" Outpost Echoes.
Reasan is revolution.
Life is an experiment.
Capitalism causes revolt.
. Manhood! not * moralit:;v.” x
Théught blossoms in action.
Political action is reactionary.
: Liberty has no sense of shame.
~ Demonstration beats dynamite.
He who loves will never despair.
The fruit is sweeter for the effort.
The postal robbery is true politics.
Time is money, but not your money.
If hope be anillusion, despair is death.
There is nothing too good for a real man.

A cause and a man, and the world gives
ear.

One thing at a
at all.

Phrases-are not ideas, nor are musings
thoughts.

time is sometimes nothing

Hate remembers the offender, reason only\ .

the offense.

Custom houses are for the inconvenience
of the poor.

Social decay may be peace, but itcertainly
is not order.

To tiry to be like others is to never dis-
cover yourself.

There are still American soldiers in Cuba.
Is Cuba then free ?

Do not rule others if you wish that others
should not rule you.

First it was yellow journalism; now we
have a yellow president.

Business is a form of thievery which has
borrowed its reputation.

The elections are forgotten, with the
promises of the candidates.

Baden Powell, the English general, is here
learning how Americans kill. .

The present administration may cause
whitewash to'hecome expensive.

Pearson’s Magazine for May contains
some entertaining lies about Anarchism.

Those who are most afraid of liberty are
those who profit most by reason of slavery.

With due respect to the ultimate objects
of The Coming Nation, its real name is The
Going Nation.

Anarchism is forced to enduregreat oppro-
brium; but Christianity endured more with-
out changing its name.

Some New York money-bagsrecently took
dinner on horseback. They generally take
it on the people’s back.

The blind chaplain of the Senate died re-
cently. Now we perhapsknow how a Chris-
tian could stay in Washington.

Are those who deny that they are State
Socialists satisfied to be political Socialists ?
What’s in a name? An onion—

Every theory of government rests upon

the idea that might makes right. Majori-
ties, even, rule because they are strongest.

-
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In Switzerland a referendum vote resulte:i
in fixing an indorsed tariff onimports,
Wha}, can a referendum vote fail of being
wise ? :

Man alone, stands for liberty; man i
association may or may not stand for
liberty, according to his environing influ-
ences. -

Everything but liberty is being tried in
this world in the pursuit of well-being; but
old things finally refuse to be patched and
mended.

The emperor of Germany lowered his flag -

to half mast on the anniversary of Christ's
crucifixion. Was- he sorry that Christ died
to save man ?

Roosevelt journeyed ~west, and left the
poor fellows involved in the Customs and
Postal scandals, without his helpful assist-
ance. Ingrate!

- The Boston, Herald admits that popular
government may become a failure. Now
will it also admit that unpopular govern-
ment may prove a failure, too?

It is beginning to look as tho the capital-
ists regarded all dissatisfied workers as An-
archists. When the workersknow allabout
capitalists, they’ll claim the name.

D. M. Parry, of the Manufacturers’ Asso-
ciation, is just a little late in his reactionary
and " alarmist utterances about organized
labor. The unions will not tremble at his
words. g ]

‘What men need is not land, nor yet capi-
tal, but liberty. With liberty, land and
capital will come to men in a readjustment
of things on the basis of mutual needs.
Liberty is the great means. ,

The Socialists will “conquer” poli;iiéél‘

power, and after that the majority, by virtue
of its recognized intellectual superiority,
will conquer any foolish objectors to its in-
fallibility. Isn’t it simple?
A master plumber’s association was re-
=cently dissolved by the St. Louis courts.
Here is a plain case of justice misdirected ;

the judge.must have thought he was deal-
ing with a wicked trades union.

C.E.S. Wood, a prominent Oregonian, ‘

says that ‘““the whole drift of Human prog-

ress”’ has been toward freedom. This is

true. The Anarchists are those who would
substitutefor that ‘* drift,” definite, thought-
ful action.

Sex freedom is still holding its own, tho
branded all over with/ such names as
lust, promiscuity, animalism, vice, etc. Sex
slavery has been the fashion so long that
its dupes are ready to drink poison in its
name, and die smiling. AMERICUS.

— O —
By the Wayside.

_The world is rapidly approaching tondi-
tions similar to those which preceded the
downfall of the Roman empire: luxury and
revelry on the part of the rich, and abject
poverty and misery on the part of the toil-
ing masses, Our millionaires give dog par-
ties and banquets on horseback, and the
wealth producers are imprisoned and shot
down when they dare to demand a trie
larger modicum of their product than the
slave-holders are willing to. give. While

“




millions were being spent on the wedding of
a Vanderbilt, a woman collapsed in a New
Vork police court where she was being tried
for the heinous offense of having asked for
bread on the street. She died, as 4 result of
starvation, in a hospital. Verily, Rome is
purning while the money-bag Caesars play
the fiddle.
- -
7
The federaljudge who issued the infamous
finjunction which resulted in the killing of
\seven miners in West Virginia, has admitted
that at least one of those killi was a
cold:blooded murder, and has named the
murderer—Sheriff Cunningham. Now some
trades union papers are surprised that no
effort is being made to punish the murderer,
as tho it were customary that highwaymen
punish their accessories! Had Sheriff Cun-
ningham been killed that would be a horse
of a different color, as can be witnessed by
events in Waterbury, where all means have
heen set in motion to punish the *‘lawless’’
toilers for the killing of a Pinkerton.
* = *

The trades unions in New Zealand, which
have ardently worked fotl the compulsory
arbitration law, are receiving one blow
after another, and the measuré is losing
all its charms. At present the furniture
workers are in a fangle which threatens to
dissolve their unions. They demanded an
increase in wages, and the arbitration
board advanced the wages from twenty-
seven to thirty-one cents an hour. The em-
plovers closed the factories rather than pay
higher wages, and the workers dare not go
back to work for less wages unless the arbi-
tration board retracts its decision. Thus
the complsory arbitration law is defied by
the employers with impunity, while workers
are hound hand and foot by the law and
heavily fined for the least infringement of
this ** wise measure,” as it was heralded by
the Socialist press of this country.
INTERLOPER.

NSRSy ¢ S pumm—

At the Chicago Philosophical Society.

W. S. Dalton instructed the audience that
- Socialism was neither State Socialism, muni-
cipal and government ownership, nor free
love, nor Anarchism; altho he freely ad-
mitted that he knew nothing at all about
Anarchism. Then, after a lengthy por-
trayal of the, present pernicious system
of wage slavery, he stated that true Social-
ism meant the ownership of all the means of
production and distribution by the people,
administered thru majority rule, But he
did not think Socialism was ineyitable, yet

the workers, he was sure the latter would
be victorious in capturing the political
power, and manage affairs to suit them-
sclves, And after the abolition of capital-
ism and private property, government—a
tool of the rich to exploit the poor—would
die of itself.

The “critics showed little mercy with the
speaker, and, judging from his concluding
remarks, it had dawned upon him that even
@ ‘“scientific”” Socialist could learn some
things from thé Anarchists. He wasshown
that the advocacy of class-consciousness
was destined to result in class war, and

war being the origin, of government and

~
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adter arousing class-consciousness among
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tyranny, would simply shift the tyrants,
Even if the government be captured by the
ballot, the transformation of society would
be accomplished merely by the brute force
of the majority and not*because the con-
querors were right. Mq.jorit'y rule implied
government, and it was mere sophistry to
claim that he did not believe in State Social-
ism. To enforce its rules, the majority must
have the police club—the State; and the lat-
ter having all the necessaries of life under
its control, the government would then be
able to crush any and all opposition more
effectively than any despotic governments
had been able to do in the past.- Such
pseudo-Socialism would perhaps provide
food and shelter for all, at the expense of
freedom and individuality, but man is not
satisfied any longer with bread alone. Free-
dom is the goal; a society in which man is
given the opportunity to expand, and de-
velop; where he can cooperate with those
congenial to him, and choose the occupation
that suits him best. Bread does not neces-
sarily guaranteefreedom, but freedom means
bread-and a spontaneousdevelopment of all
that is best in man.

Sunday, April 26, William F. Barna?ll will
speak on “ The Woman Question.”

REPORTER.
A
Here and There.

Comrade Pietro Gori, professor of crimi-
nology, is making a successful propaganda
tour in Italy.

In France, Comrade Degreef was sen-
tenced tosix monthsin prison because he dis-
tributed leaflets among the soldiers which
tended to humanize them.

‘For distributing a new pamphlet, *“The
General Strike and the Social Revolution,”
Comrade Rohr, of Berlin, Germany,-has
been sentenced to prison for six months.

In Russia the “military union,” composed
of army officers, has issued a proclamation
in which it is set forth that they will refuse
to lead the troops against strikers and re-
bellious peasants. The manhood of the
American army officers could perhaps be
ameliorated if they would peruse the pro-
clamation of their Russian colleagues.

Thru the untiring efforts of a liberty-lov-
ing woma?l,Solodad Gustavo, the last eight
victims of the Mons-Negra trial, which was
concocted by the police, have at length been
released from prison in Spain. But they
were immediately expelled from thecountry.
“Certainly,” adds the ' Freiheit, * the pres-
ence of such martyrs alone is already a pro-
paganda against our infernal system.”

Three new Anarchist periodicals have
made their apperance in Sestao, Gijon, and
Granada, Spain. W

La Tribuua del Popula is the name of a
new Aﬁar?:ist periodical in Genoa, Italy.
Der Anarchist is a new Anarchist monthly
in Germany. Its motto is: *‘Neither God
nor master! Neither authorityv nor major-
ity! Neither private property nor wage-
slavery! Anarchy means order, {ireedom
and the well-being of all.”” Address: K.

Klose, 8 Liebigstrasse, O., Berlin, Germany.

—_— O
A scientific proposition cannot be verified
by a majority at the ballot-box,

Education.

The biographer of Huxley says that after
a generation from the time when Huxley de-
nounced the examinations system, nothing
has been changed. ¢ Educatioa,” he adds,
‘“whether in academic or elementary school,
is as bad as it can be. It belies its name.
There is no ‘drawing out,’ but only a cram-
ming in; no cultivatiou of observation, of
reasoning or reflection; only the teaching of
a crowd of facts.” Facts, it may be added,
of no interest or importance; facts, which
are very soon forgotten, leaving no résult
but the serious injury of health, of too hard
study, and distaste for study due to such
hateful hardness. And then to take fifteen
to twenty years of the most precious period
of a person’s life to’get such an education
as our schools and colleges afford. All ma-
chine work to make machine citizens for the
governor, J. WiLson.

! _—0 —

LETTER-BOX. o

M. T., Steger, ll.—Concerning the “rascal’ read the

discussion, which is to follow, and judge for yoursclf.

M. S., Hammoud, Ind.—The books ordered were sent

last week. We are overwhelmed with work—hence the
delay. We owe others the same apology.

R. G., City.—Your article “Is He a Rascal?" will
appear next week, altho it takes up too much space
;)lt.ogcthit;.,

N. S. Berkeley, Calif—Thanks for “filthy lucre” and
encouraging words. If all readers were as prompt in
paying their subscriptions we could not complain,
Greetings. =
i

A Vindication of Anarchism.
VI (concluded.)

“*Our objection to the essay of Mr. Mill,”
(ongovernment), said Macaulay, “is funda-
mental. We believe that it is utterly impos-
sible to deduce the science of government
from the principles of human nature. . . .
Does Mr. Bentham profess to hold out any
new motive which may induce men to pro-
mote the happiness of the species to which
they belong? Not at all.  He distinctly ad-
mits that, if he is asked why governments
should attempt to produce the greatest pos-
sible happiness, he can give no answer. . . .
Does Mr. Bentham’s principle tend to make
any man wish for anything for which he

would not have wished,or doanything which

he would not have done, if the principle had
never been heard of ? If not, it is an utterly
useless principle. . . . What society wants
is a new motive, nota newcant.” The Utili.
tarians, especially their founder, deserve
much honor for exposing the mischevious
effects of such governmental fetishes as
usury laws, barbarous punishments, and
red tape. This was supplying anew motive

to those who imagined the laws beneficial,_

the punishments required by religion, or the
red tape a necessary inconvenience. But it
could I suspect, have been done more quickly

nd easily if, instead of announcing in unfa-
§1i|iar language a questionable theory, first
of human motives and then of human so-
ciety, the reformers had been contenttosay,
“Let those who can, make out the benefit,
the duty, or the need. We will show these
things do practical harm.”* When from

* The words “harm’’, “good,” and others, their
equivalents, [ presume ‘here to be used in a popular
sense. The weak points of Utilitarianism is using them
in a sense which leads to endless confusion by pretend.
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repealing laws, which is always wise, Utili-
tarianism passes to making them by its
(practical) rule of thumb, I conceive it has
escaped being the fruitfulest mother of
“crank” legislation in the world only thru
a premature delivery and death, at ‘which
M. Dumont officiated as accoucheur.

There remains, indeed, a theory of govern-
_ment from which superstitious faith in it
has been ostensibly dropped. The Individ-
ualist, who sometimes takes himself for an

Anarchist, begins with what I potently be-,

Heve to be a truth of great importance. He
asserts that Liberty is the one thing need-
ful—the source of all prosperity, intellectual
and moral culture, in short every blessing
whether spiritual or carnal. He also says,
undeniably, that many people are disposed
to abridge, or as he terms it, invade the
liberty of others; and that, since a king
when he first establishes anew kingdom, is
merely an over grown robber; this charge
of “invading’’ liberty rests upon everycom-
mon criminal, whose actions, if they were
but a little more crafty and vigorous, would
make a king of him, and therefore prove
that he would be a king if he could. He who
. usurps the pavement lacks only ability to
usurp a crown. Forgettingto inquire, as we
“did in the last section, whether the surest,
quickest and most thoro remedy, would not
be leaving them all to fight it out, our Indi-
vidualist goes on reasoning thus: * Liberty,
to be complete must be equal” [ Evidently,
it must]. ‘Butinvaders of others’ liberty
will not have it equal. Therefore, it is judi-
cious in those who desire equal liberty
to combine for the purpose of defense
against suchcharacters. Andsinceit would
-be inconvenient for all the properly disposed
people to act habitually as a police, they
will do well to appoint for that purpose a
committee, which, they make understood,
they~will all sustain when necessary. Gov-
ernment is such a committee; but too com-
monly it claims to be something more, and
then becomes itself the chief invader of indi-
vidual freedom.”” Whether it be judicious to
combine for defense against such**invaders”
of liberty as common criminals or no, is not
to be decided in this a priorifashion; but
by experience, which has taught us such
combinations do harm. The Individualist
sces, indeed, the evil of encouraging or al-
lowing government to overstep what he
calls its proper functions. But'his method,
still essentially metaphysical, neither fur-
nishes government a motive to keep within

ing »n impossible accuracy. If the Utilitarians had
been content to say that the reforms they meditated
~“tended towards cheap justice, reclamationof criminals,
low rates of interest, it would have been quite unneces-
sary for them to convince the public, also, that these
things are for the public good. The public was con.
vinced of that already. It was very different whenthe
Utilititarians undertook to slw that all actions are
dictated by selfishness, that jfidicious selfishness pro-
duces those effects vulgarly attributed to benevolence,
or that judicious benevolence requires zeal for democ-
racy. The first assertiori shocked the feelings, the
second revolted reason, the third offended vested in er-
ests too strong to be immediately attacked with pru-
dence. Their being cxpresaed in barbarous jargon
made them ridiculous without making them so unin-
. telligible as to escape odium. Thus sentiment, logic,
/ the interest of a class, the multitude’s sense of humor,
were all arrayed against Utilitarianism, and therefore,
quite unnecessarily, against the reforms preposed by
Utilitarians, so far as these appeared inseparable from
Utilitarianism.
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these functions, nor a rule by which to de-
termine in particulars how far they extend.
Thomas Jefferson, whose early writings are
full of Anarchism, was~more than anyone
else the founder of this mongrel kind. He—
repeatedly said he was much inclined to
think no government better than any, and
by no means universally impracticable. But
deeming it incapable of immediate realiza-
tion in his own country (he suggests at one

” time that it could be applied only to asmall

State), he set himself to limitauthorityafter
the Individualist ideal. He was the author
of the first amendments to the Constitution;
which are its best part. His influence is
probably seen in that remarkable provision,
sometimes cited as the only original feature
of our polity, by which the courts are au-
thorized to nullify unconstitution al legisla-
tion, What was the issue? Jefferson, as
president, set the exdmple of unconstitu-
tional administration in the Louisiana Pur-
chase. By this dangerous precedent, he
introduced the utterly fatal principle of in-
definite powers to serve the country, vested
ex officio in the chief magistrate. The Jast
atrocious result is seen in the Philippine Is-
lands. Jefferson’s political opponents boast
that fhe institutions he helped to found,
have steadily moved away from his ideal.
How can we wonder, seeing he moved away
from it himself? But this was neither an in-
evitable evolution nor the result of personal
weakness. The fault was in the Al Sirat
narrowness of this ideal. Its most distin-
guished exponent, since Jefferson, is un-
doubtedly John Stuart Mill. HerbertSpencer
might be mentioned as his rival; but Mill
was strictly an Individualist, while Spencer’s
Anarchism comes out thru all his efforts
to dissemble it. Mill’s famous book on
*Liberty ' may, therefore, be taken as the
Individualist argument at its best. Com-
pare the criticism in Fitz Jumes Stephen’s
“Liberty, Equality, and Fraternity.” 1
need scarcely say that, as an Anarchist, I
think much more with Mill than with
Stephen. But Stephen is completely suc-
cessful in showing that Individualism, stop-
ing short of Anarchism, makes a muddle.
By what test are we to decide whether a
given action “invades’’ the equal freedom
of the actor’s neighbors ornot? Isit*in
vasion” to keep a gambling house, a bro-
thel, a malodorous sink ? Mill attempts to
answer some of these questions; but his
answers are the poorest part of his work.
For it is evident that thes€ are questions
which Aifferent people, themselves averse to
gaming, profligacy, and stench, will answer
in different ways, according to the extent of
their toleration for what they dislike; and
equally evident that, since all depends on
that, the questions admit no satisfactory
answer. The government, wherever there
is one, must answer them, according to its
lights, and wﬁether' its answers are likely to
favor individual liberty, let those judge
who know anything of human nature.
While no “invasions” of individual liberty
appeal so strongly to the instincts of the
masses as those which wear the mask of
morality, none are more in favor with the
intelligent than those which pose as sani-
tary reforms. A recent opponent of my
own said ne believed in some authority (tho
very little) because the exercise of authority
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in this way, was found to lower the death-
rate. Iinfer that his'view was typicalfrom
this, that no less a man than Mr, Buckle, in
the very act of showing that governmept
has systematically hindered every advance
civilization ever made, yet pleads the neces.
sity of sgme government for various pur.
poses—one being sanitary regulation. My
rep]y is simple. Sanitary regulations are
just like all other well-meant meddlings of
authority—like usury laws, for example, or
like liquer laws. “They seem to do immedi-
ate good; but eventually they do harm.

. To lower the death-rate this year is‘a pub-

lic benefit very dearly purchased at the ex-
pense of making sanitary precautions un-
popular. But anyone who doubts that is
the price, must be unfamiliar with anti-vac-
cination literature. A high death-rate this
year would be far more likely to result in
banishing epidemics. * Christian Science”
is the fruit of sanitary regulation by author-
ity ;*that is to say such regulation has in-
vested the vilest of imposters with the dig-
nity of martyrs, and raised the apathy of a
backward class into the enthusiasm of a
fanatical religion! Are these results which
a wise man who regards small-pox and diph-
theria as a wise man must _regatd them,
should desire? If he knows that human
disease is a consequence of humanignorance
only less deplorable than human sin, can he
approve of what revives the old alliance be-
tween ignorance and zeal? And does not
his wisdom teach him that every attempt to
force the ignorance into acting like knowl-
edge must do that? Folly is corrected by
natural calamities. It is only made obsti-
nate by artificial punishment. The fine paid
by a blockhead too dense to see that he has
deserved it, may make the log a firebrand.
The divine scourge, which he cannot help
seeing he has brought upon himself, is the
only rod which will teach him the necessity
of prudence; and to shield him from it
agamst his will is not to protect hischildren
but increase their danger.

The fundamental superstition of govern-
ment-worship was happily stated by Mr.
Gladstone in his early work on ‘‘Church
and State.” Government, he said, is in
moral science what to pan is in physical.

~To pan (literally the whole) does not, how-

ever, mean the sum of the parts, but that
which unites the parts in a whole, so that
without it all would perish. In an animal
to pan is the assemblage of vital organs,
brain, heart, lungs, etc., whose dissolution
would cause that/ of the whole, tho the am-
putation of the tall or a foot leaves to pan
mtact To say that goverment is to pan in
a ‘‘social organism” means that govern
ment is somety, which may survive the loss
of any member; but without which the mem-
bers would all be scattered. The supersti-
tious character of the doctrine is manifest.
1f government be to pan not only in social,
but as Gladstone said in moral science, gov-
ernment must be God. Equally evident it
is that this superstition extehds as far as
any belief in government. It lies at the
practical foundation. Government was
given by the ancestral Totem,ampng whose
commonest titles i§ one equivalent to the
Greek The:mophorus (revealer of Law). Its
minister is His Holiness (Egypt), Vicar of
Christ (Rome), Sacred Majesty (England),

e,
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His Excellency (United States). It is “the
light which lighteneth every man who
cometh into”’ the society. In it “was life,
and the life is the light of men.” Anarchy,
its negation, would be the greatest of evils.
Rebellion is, consequently, the chief of
crimes. Al

Ini"the “Republic” of Plato, it is assumed
that government by no meansdoesits whole
duty when only protecting the persons and
property of citizens. Its high function is to
form their souls, Legislation must proceed
on the principle of ‘making men virtuous—a
program revived by penologists. ButPlato,
more consistent than they, would put us all
in the penitentiary. State regulation, to
gake men virtuous, must extend to their
thoughts. It must * prescribe what bal-
lads shall be sung, what tunes shall be
played, svhat books shall be read, what
physic = shall be swallowed.” It musc
“‘choose our wives, limit our expenses, and
stint us to a certain number of dishes of
meat, of glasses of wine, and of cups of tea.”
Plato, adds Macaulay, shrank from nothing
to which his principlesled.. His*hardihood
in speculation was perhaps more remark-
able than any other peculiarity of his ex-
traordinary mind.” Yet he was not much
bolder than our governmental Socialists.
Their proposals tend to all this; and some
of them see that they do. Blackstone sets
out with similar principles, tho he is com-
pelled to ‘nullify them by legal fictions.
Carlyle’s whole doctrine of Hero Worship
in politics turns on the idea that govern-
ment is something essentially above ‘‘the
people and disordered multitude,” not de-
rived from but descending upon them. In his
“Shooting Niagara,” he becomes perfectly
frantic over this dogma. The Church of
England, in solemn Convocation, affirmed
it long before his time. Every promoter of
good habits by authority—the author of
statutes for the perservation of morals and
“suppression of vice'; the Maine Liquor
Law advocate, the sanitarian legislator,
the champion of compulsory vaccination,
¢vidently reasons from the same premises.
This is the ‘““original sin” of “*sociology,”
as the closely allied error of exalting the
capitalist above the consumer is of political
economy. ““And this corruption’of the
flesh, called in Greek phronema sarkos doth
remain, yea in them that are regencrate.”
Aristotle, who first treated *‘ Politics”’ as a
science; Webster in his famous reply to
Hayne; Lincoln in his Inaugural of 1861,
and in many of his letters and speeches, es-
pecially those written during the war; Jef-
ferson in his practical administration; even
Paine, in his ** Rights of Man,” giveevidence
that nothing will prevent occasional pros-
tration before the bloodstained idol of Au-
thority, except rooted conviction that it
representy, not the Divinity, but the Devil!
The orignal thoughts of writers like these
afford us, however, the very means of cor-,
recting their vulgar $rror. :

Aristotle, on the whole, treats govern-
ment as a merely human institution, in
_).vhose best forms there are many faults.
/Vattel, *“Law of Nations,” stigmatizes the
doctrine that rebellion is transcendently
heinous as that of a sycophant or a cruel
ruler. Macaulay, who repeatedly says the,
worst Zovernment is better than Anarchy,
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gives excellent reasons for reducing the
power of government to a minimum, in his
essays on Gladstone’s ** Church and State,”
and Southey’s, " Colloquies.” Jefferson re-
peatedly said e was much inclined to think
Anafchy the . best social state; and, at all
events, it admitted no comparison with
most governments in Europe. Painebegins
his “Common Sense” with these striking
words. ““Some writers have so confounded
society with government, as to leave little
or no distinction between them; whereas
they are not only different, but have differ-
ent origins. Society is produced by our
wants, and government by our wickedness;
the former promotes our happiness posi-
tively by uniting our affections, the latter
negatively by restraining our vices. [Does
it do that?] The one encourages inter-
course, the other creates distinctions. The
first is a patron, the last is a punisher. So-
ciety in every ‘state is a blessing, but gov-
ernment, even its best state, is but a neces-
sary evil; in its worst state an inttferable
one; for when we suffer or are exposed to
the same miseries by a government, which
we might expect in a conntry without gov-
ernment, our calamity is heightened by re-
flecting that we furnish the means by which
we suffer.”’

If. we look over in detail the principal gov- '

ernmental superstitions, we shall have little
difficulty in seeing they do actually spring
from that confusion of government with
society, which began when societies began
to fight each other, and whose maxim might
be “ government is to pan in sociology.”
Government, it was once generally as-
sumed, ought to regulate trade. -Privileges
of monopoly should be granted to serure
the best guilds against competition. For-
eign goods should be taxed to keep gold at
home. Increase of population should be en-
couraged to supply cheap labor and food
for gunpowder.* The* Wealth of Nations”
has so effectnally refuted most of these delu-
sions that they arenolonger openly avowed.
But what gave rise to them? The error of
conceiving government a god, which can
protect against competition better than
good work, bestow value on gold (a com-
modity) by a stamp which makes it Money ;
find means to support an indefinite increase
of pcpulation. Tho our protectionists dare
not profess the mercantile theory, they rea-
son in the very spiritof Mercantilism. Dur-
ing the first Bryan-McKinley campaign, a
quotation from Lincoln was circulated by
-the Tories (they can no longer be called Re-
publicans) under the caption *‘*Common
Sense.” It amounted to this, that if we im-
port goods we get the goods for money, but
if we produce them at home we have the
goods and the money too! Common sense,
indeed! How quickly that faculty would
have taught Abraham Lincoln that what
proposed to give him something for nothing

* No one dare avow such motives now: yet encour-
aging propagation isa recognized part of public policy ;
so that any contract in restraint of it is fnvalid; and

—proposals to the same purpose may be criminal. See
fhe United States’ statute known asthe Comstocklaw,
on prevention of conception. Why this glaring incon-
sistency between our positive knowledge and practical
feelings on one side, and the laws we live under upon
the other? Rather obviously, because Law, represent-
ing the ignorant and barbarous past, must necessarily
be an inheritance of ignorance and barbarism.
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must be a humbug—if this humbug had not
been called the government! Othergovern-
mental superstitions of just the same sort
are the faith in usury laws (demolished by
Bentham, * Defense of Usury ), and the idea
that government should or.can increase the
value  embodied in currency (upset by Ri-
cardo’s celebrated essay on ‘ Bank Notes”).
Both, however, like other superstitions dis-
carded by all who are i1telligent enough to
rule, continue to maintain a Struldbrugian
immortality among the ignorantclass. Wit-
ness our own Greeabackers, and the fre

quent demand among.us for more usury

laws. :

Nothing better can be cited than the
works of the penologists Drahms and Wines
(vid. sup.) in proof that the whole system
of punishment rests on the idea of govern-
ments’ operation being exempt from the
natural law of causation, and has no other
leg to stand upon. !

Bishop's **Marriage and Divorce” may
be recommend:d to those who would see
glaring proof that the idea of sexual virtue's
being promoted by laws to regulate the re-
lation of the sexes reposes on exactly the
same superstitious foundation, andisutterly
refuted by experience.

Proudhon’s ““ Economic Contradictions”
is a good, tho to a reader unfamiliar with
such dialectics, puzzling demonstration how
the metaphysical muddle besets all ortho-
dox economy, in consequence of the super-
stitious assumption that possessions would
not be secure without laws to protect
property, The samie author’s *“What Is
Property ?*' and Marx’s renowned chapter

on ‘“Capital and Wage Labor,"” exhibit the -
same truth from a slightly different point of

vigw. But for illustration of a widely un-
like kind, read Grote's ** History of Greece,”
Vol. 1I,Ch. XI. The author, whosescholar-
ship enabled him to become facile princeps
among historians of Hellas, was a banker.
He was a Liberal member of parliament.
He was an orthodox economist, wedded to
the ideas that there should be no regulation
of trade ‘“‘except, of course, what is nceded
to protect the rights of property.” But
confronted with a particular case, that of
Solon’s reforms, he finds his principles break
down beneath him. Solon cancelled the

mortgage-debts of the Athenians, deprived.

the creditor class forever of the important
security furnished by the old common law
of slavery for debt, and debased the cur-
rency; of which three acts the first and last
are as much opposed to the dogmas of the
Manchester school as possible, and the other
wobuld usually be justified by that school on

grounds of humanity rather than economic -

orthodoxy. But our representative of the
Manchester school hae te justify them all—
only, indeed, under the peculiar circum-
stances, which, however, are common cir-
cumstances in history. *‘The rights of pro-
perty”’ had become an evil simply intoler-
able. There was no question whether they
should be violated or not; but only whether
the eupatride could save their lands and
their heads, which Solon managed for them.
Legislative interference, never useful when it
enacts, was beneficial, under these peculiar
circumstances, because it only disenacted—
a great portion of the rights of property.

C. L. JaMes.
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