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No Master.

Saith man to man, We've heard and known
That we no master need
To live upon this earth, our own,
In fair and manly deed;
The grief of slaves long passed away
For us hath forged the chain,
Till now each worker's patient day
Builds up the House of Pain.

And we, shall we too crouch and quail,
Ashamed, afraid of strife; y
And lest our lives untimely fail
Embrace the death in life? ~
Nay, cry loud and have no fear;
We few against the world;
Awake, arise ! the hope we bear
Against the curse is hurl'd.

It grows, it grows : are we the same.
The feeble band, the few ?

Or what are these with eyes aflame,
And hands to deal and do?

This is the host that bears the word,
NO MASTER, HIGH OR LOW,

A lightning flame, or shearing sword,
Astorm to overthrow.

~

—William Morris.
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Signs of the Times.

(Delivered at the Cooper Union meeting in New York
on March 24, 1904).

S

The claim\t at the tendencies of the times
are all towards greater individuality will to
many probably\sound strange. We are so in
the habit of hearing that the individual is being
absorbed by society, that there is less and less
opportunity for the development of individuals,
that the economic situation crushes out all de-
sire for personal liberty and initiative, that one
is almost inclined to believe it. But while the
position of vast masses of the population of all
civilized countries is still deplorable, and in-
telligent interest in life and its activities is al-
most a blank, yet there is undoubtedly a strong
current of self-assertion running thru every
phase of human activity.

Never before in history was the average in-
dividual as independent as now. The last half
century has seen a complete break-up of old
ideas in every direction, and each person has
been left free to accept or reject the new. The
common conception of the universe, and man’s
place in nature, has been entirely revolutionized
by the theory of evélution. It is quite impos-
sible that the old thecks upon conduct can
continue. Everywhere men and women with
free ideas are reducing their thoughts into
practice and slowly modifying social life.
Many things that half a century since would
have shocked all the conventions are now ac-
cepted as a matter of course.

In the realm of art and literature, this spirit
has naturally found expression. Old tradi-
tions have been abandoned, new schools and

styles adopted ; in fact, every artist is now ex-
pected to express himself along new lines to
obtain recognition. And especially in litera-
‘fure does this hold good. Conservative as are
the English as a people, it does one good to
compare the relative boldness of writers of to-
day with the insipid stuff poured forth in the
early Victorian era. Only the genius and
sympathy of Dickens makes his subjects read-
able at the present time. Compare the deeper
and broader views of life from such men-as
Meredith, Hardy, Grant Allen, or George Ber-
nard Shaw with the puny ideas of the period
named. One cannot help feeling that progress
has been made and that a stronger note is
being struck.

Perhaps, however, it is the growing inde-
pendence of women, particularly here in Amer-
ica, that stands out as something accomplished
of the character making for stronger individu-
ality. The larger half of humanity has begun
to assert itself. And to all lovers of liberty
what an encouragement it is! For while
women were willing to remain slaves, there
was little hope for the men. Just reflect what
advances have been made in the matter of
women'’s enfranchisement, the holding of prop-
erty by married women, facility for divorce, as

proof of how far society has advancéd on this

question during the last half century.  And
_when one knows that these are but the first fee-
‘ble and timid steps it is indeed encouraging to
those who feel that the old family traditions—
with the women and children absolutely sub-
ordinate to the man—were the very nursery of
slavery in social life.

And as always happens, this new .spirit has
found expression in the modern drama. Ib-
sen, Sudermann, and in a milder manner, as
becomes the people for whom he writes, G. B.
Shaw, have expounded the feelings of ‘women
for a free, full, individual life. We are only
on the threshold of this new development, but
we may rest assured there will be no going
back. = There mav, be considerable suffering
caused in its working out—that is inevitable
with every new departure—but freedom once
tasted can never be resigned. The woman ot
the future will assert herself more and more,
and men will learn to respect her strength.

Speaking of women reminds one that even
children todav are expected to have some in-
dividualitv. Tt is not so long since children
were considered to be entirely without social
rights of any kind. The parents, especially
the father. were supposed to be' their sole ar-
hiters. The cruelties inflicted were supposer
to have divine sanction. Absolute subjection
to parents in everything was considered the
correct thing in the home, and cruel punish-
‘Thents at school were believed to be hoth right
and necessary. Today, cruelty to children has
become so repugnant to the social conscience
that the law has reflected, the change of idea
and now retaliates by punishing parents for
excessive crielty. Tn some cases it will even

+ take the children from their care altogether.
Teachers are now hardly considered competent
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for the profession if they cannot bring out the
best in the child without corporal punishment.
And so each child is now enabled to develop
more and more its own individuality. With
women and children living a larger and freer
life the race is bound to%e benefited. After
all, men and women age only children grown
big, and it will be very difficult to enslave the
children of the future, brought up in the at-
mosphere of freedom.

One other point before I come to the big
question of labor, which I have reserved till
last because of its importance. ‘There has
been one field of human activity—a horrible, a
fearful qne—where all questions of individual-
ity were pupposed to be abandoned, like hope
on enterifg the gates of the inferno. It is the
military profession—the art of war! Even
here, where discipline in the past has crushed
out all individuality, where organization and
initiative came from above, where to obey was
the afily virtue, yes, even here individuality is
becoming a necessity. Overwhelming num-
bers and wealth can of course still win victo-
ries, but the recent Boer war taught the proud
English ruling class that a number of relatively
free men, with little or no military training, but
possessed of great initiative and individuality,

__could hold in check a vastly superior horde of

hired.and disciplined- soldiers who dared not
act without orders. And already the govern-
ment, qujck to learn the lesson, is trying io
solve the'problem of how to preserve discipline,
and grant a larger measure of individuality and
initiative to the private soldier at the same time.
Any way, the soldier of the future will havefo"
be thought of as an individual ; the general and
his staff will no longer be the whole show. So
we see individuality asserting itself in the most
unsuspected quarters. And soldiers with in-
itiative are a double-edged weapon in the
hands of the ruling classes.

If we now turn to the labor movement, here,
too, we find individuality, but it is developing
in a different manner to the previous forms of
expression. In the sphere of science, art, lit-
erature, and to a considerable extent in the
women’s movement, it has been powerful per-
sonalities who have raised the whole. But in
labor matters, the ¢économic situation. is such
that the strong have had to organize the weak
to secure even their own advancement. They
could not separate their own interests from
those of their class. The result has been that
the best among the wage-earners have helped
to develop those vast associations of the work
people which to-day are able to have some
voice, however small. in arranging the terms
upon which they will work, ~ Certainly the
growing capacity of the workers in all civilized
countries to organizé among themselves for
mutual help and protection warrants one in
believing that the ultimate outcome of the~
movement will he a complete transformation of
industrial conditions. =

So far the greatest gain from these organiza-
tions, apart from the improved” conditions of
employment, has been the growth of personal
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independence that has come to the workers as
they no longer blindly competé one dgainst the
othergin the operi labor, market, and allow ne-
cessity to put in ration the “iron law of

future has been allayed, so the feeling of inde-
pendent manhood has been developed, till quay
it is quite common for the workers and the en-
ployers to arrange the rules under which work
shall be carried on between them. The caprice
of the employer is now tempered by the
strength of the workers’ organization, and
slowly but surely the individuality of the work-
ers is growing under the fostering influence of
strength in association. '

As proof of the capacity of the workers for
organization, and for constructive ability, it
may interest the audience to know that in Eng-
land there are at present two million members
of trades unions, most of which provide for
mutual help in case of sickness, being unem-
ployed, and when incapacitated from working
by accident or old age. All this assistance to
one another helps to relieve the competition to
secure employment, for if a worker is not
driven by necessity_his own self-interest
prompts him to stand out for the highest wages
possible, Jnd instead of wages being dragged
down, as they might otherwise be, thereis a
steady tendency in an upward direction.

But it is not only in the trades unions or fra-
ternal societies that the English workers are in-
terested. It might truthfully be charged that
these were at best but negative organizations,
and did not prove capacity for constructive
work.  The industrial co-operative societies
among the wage earners have shown them
capable of conducting vast business undertak-
ings. A few figures will give some idea of
their extent. Last vear the membership of the
co-operative societies was 1,080,441. The
business done during the year was just under
$430,000,000, while the profits amounted to
over $40,000,000. And remember that every

car sees an advance.

('LOne cannot help feeling that Thsen was right
‘when he said the two big movements of the
“future are the emancipation of women as a sex
and the wage-earners as a class: Anarchism
sees in the signs of the times—in the steadv
growth of individuality in everv direction. and
in every phase of life—every indication of the
triumph of its ideas. But it also recognizes
that in the case of the workpeople, this person-
al liberty can only be secured as they recog-
nize their common interests, and can ptove
themselves capable of conducting industrial un-
dertakings as well or better than they are man-
aged todav. This thev are steadily showing
they can do. Tn spite of opposition of the em-
plover and the government, labor organizations
grow apace. The continued growth of indi-
vidualitv in association. of a fraternal basis tn
organization in place of authoritv, leads direct-
Jou~x TURNER.

The War in the Far East.

The most extravagant opinions have already
been expressed concerning the probable effects
of the present war upon the inner conditions
of Russia. Social Democrats of different na-
tionalities are represented as having uttered the
wildest hopes as to the beneficial political

“changes which this war is going to confer upon

Russia—provided it ends in a crushing victory-/

for Japan. It is represented as “the doom of
absolutism,” “the beginning of a new era”—
not only for Russia, but perhaps also for all
civilization. In the London press world, a few
weeks before the war, persons usually well in-
formed in foreign politics confidently predicted
(and made, perhaps, the poor Japanese believe
it) that the war would be the signal of a gen-
eral uprising in Russia; that the Russian gov-
ernment would not ‘dare to move one single
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a result of combiriation. In the first place, soldier from European Russia from fear of a

revolution.

resented as havin
forms in Russia.

the events.

Sebastopol.

heritance of 1848.

I pass under silence some still
more extravagant utterances.

All this wild talk is only a symptom of the
hatred which Russian absolutism has inspired
wages.” And as the fear for the immediate (all over the world, by its brutal opposition, for
\forty years in succession, to the rising tide of

iberty—the result being that now, as.in the
times of Nicholas I, much of the hatred against
the rulers of Russia is transported upon the
nation as a whole, or is utilized for that purpose
bv those who have anfinterest in it. ,

The stern reality is, however, that every war
is an evil, whatever its issue may be; an evil
for the triumphant ones as well as for the de-
feated ; an evil for the bystanders, as well as for
the belligerents themselves; and the present
war offers no difference from all the others.

Take.the Crimean war, which is always rep-
inaugurated an era of re-
0 say so has become a com-
monplace; and precisély, therefore, it only
means a‘hallow skimming-on the surface of

'To begin with, the death of Nich-
olas I and the advent to the throne of his son
Alexander I1, who, like his brother Constan-
tine, had received an advanced liberal educa-
tion, was an event far more important for the
direction of politics in Russia than the fall of
As to serfdom, whatever the out-
come of the Crimean war might have been, this
institution could not have been retained for an-
other ten years. Numbers of serf-owners were
ashamed of it, beginning with Alexander him-'
self, who much before the war had solemnly
undertaken to abolish it.
revolution of 1848, or, rather, since the Jac-
querie in Galicia in 1846, the Russian serf-
owners lived under a constant fear of a new
Pugatchoff uprising ; and their fears were fully
justified by the eve\ﬁincreasing numbers of
isolated acts of revolt of their serfs, the mur-
ders of landlords (ten to fifteen every year),
and the ever-growing seriousness of large peas-
ants’ uprisings (from fifteen to fifty every
vear), which attained a special violence in
1846-1848, and again in 1854-1859.

And, finally, it must not be forgotten that the
vears 1850-1865 were years of a general re-
vival of radical Ihought,imEurope.

It was not the Crimcan ‘defeat which made °
Garibaldi and Lincoln the heroes of all Europe
and of the British Radicals, and the bold in-
ductive philosophers the leaders of European
thought. The Crimean war had onlv delayed
for seven or eight years the coming of this in-
In fact, it was not only
serfdom in Russia which was blotted out in
those years: slavery disappeared in the United
States (1863) and a number of feudal survivals
everywhere—in Britain as well.
forms were fought thru.
reformers succeeded in those years in accom-
plishing so much, their success was due to an
immense extent to the radical spirit which in-
spired Europe at that time.
have been if a wave of reaction swept over
Eurape then, as it is sweeping now ?

The same is true of the war of 1870. When
that war was over, quite a campaign was be-
gun in Germany in order to prove that the
Latin races were dead; that since the very fall
of the Roman Empire the Teutons had been
the bearers of freedom, while the Latins had
always been knaves. I well remember how my
brother and myself were exasperated when we
saw that even men of science in Germany went
on saying that France had never done anv-
thing in science; that all real progress was of
German origin. It was thén that the legend
was fabricated, according to which Germany
had brought liberty to France.
are born in the same way. Al

worship of :,mrrwh
The truth,

"In 1870 the Empi

ready on its

Besides, since the

And if the Russian

Where would we

ways the same

10 hras_yon thé battle.

-

fectly well, and, with the empire liberal of Q|- /
livier and the plebescite, he played his last
card ; while his wife, Eugénie, saw in “her wur
against Prussia” the last hope of saving the
throne for her son; she had already given uy
the father. Germans may ignore that, but we
who knew the intellectual and revolutionary ;
energy which was at work amidst the Republi-
can young generation and inspired th¢ mass
of working men in the chief towns of France,
we who saw later on the apathy' and the tri-
umphing reaction under MacMahon (the
Bourbon restoration failed only because “Hen-
ry V” had/refused to accept the tricolor flag
instead of the white flag of the clerical mon-
archy), we who know all that cannot but see
how much France was thrown backwards by
that war. e

And not only France. All Europe was
thrown backwards in all domains of political,
social, and scientific thought. The great move-
ment of the International Working Men’s As-
sociation, of which the most precious feature
was the intellectual awakening of the working
classes, was killed by the war, and German
Social Democracy was but a poor substitute for <
the great movement. Since the victory of the
German military State, radical thought began
to be treated as obsolete all over Europe. Bis-
marck became, and remains still, the ideal of
the statesmen of Europe—and, alas, of Asia
too! With Metz at the doors of Paris, repre-
senting an immense fortified camp from which
half a million of fully equipped soldiers can be
marched upon the capital of Fragice twenty-
four hours after the declaration war (or,
maybe, betore) ; with the Triple and the Quad-
ruple alliances which followed ; under a stand-
ing menace of dismemberment—how could
France not be paralyzed in her interior devel-
opment? She had to patch dp with Rome,
she had to flirt with Alexander IIT and she had
to live thru all those paroxysms of militarism
and Czsarism which were a direct consequence
of the open and secret clauses of the treaty of
Frankfort. Nay, the wave of reaction which
rolls now ovenall Europe, with its glorification
of militarism,” imperialism; -.and the interna-
tional hooliganism, was a necessary sequel to
the conditions created by that war.

Such being the case for these two wars, there
is still less reason why the present one in the
Far East should be a source of good for either
side. It has not even the “liberation” touch
of the Franco-Italian or the last Turkishowar.

To represent the advance of Russia towards
the Pacific Ocean as a mere thirst of conquest
of its autocrats is pitifully childish. It would
be too bad even-in a schoolbook, in which all
historical events are/attributed to the will of
the rulers. There is a logic in the excrescence
of nations as well as in the growth of conti-
nents; and “Calchis” has very well indicated
it in his Fortnightly Review article, which it
is a relief to read amidst the trash that we have
been served with lately. Few people in this
country know that the Russian occupation of
the Amur region and the North Manchurian
littoral was<4 direct consequence of the Crim-
ean war; but so it was. When the United
States had taken a firm footing on the Pacific
Ocean, when they had opened*Japan to the
white race, and the regards of Europe began
to be turned that way; when it became known
in Siberia that at her very doors there was »
river, as large as the Mississippi, flowing into
the ocean, and on the shores of which the vine
grows, while immense prairies, capable of feed-
ing millions of settlers, spread on its banks;
and remain desert, as the Chinese government
prohibits its subjects from settling on the left
bank of the Amur—wWhen all this became

. known, a push of the Russians down that river
2 iz became unavoidable. However, years might
quite the other way.
of Napoleon IIT was al-
d. “Napoleon knew it per-

have passed before any move would haye been

made in that direction, were it not for the

Crimean war. Tt was expécted that in the,
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summer of 1854 the allies were going to make
2 landing in the Sea of Okhotsk and’ Kamtchat-
ka, to take possession of the Russian ports of
Ayan and Petropavlovsk. Thereupon, Mura-
vioff, the governor-general of East Siberia, un-
dertook to garrison these two ports fram Si-
beria, and in the sprifig of 1854 he boldly de-
scended, with a flotilla of boats and raits} the

reat Chinese river, reached its mouth, and sent
thereir 1l garrisons to the said ports.
More reinforcements were brought in the same

way next year. The mouth of the Amur, as
well as the De Castries Bay, was hurriedly
fortified and garrisoned ; and when the Anglo-
French forces landed at Petropavlovsk in 1854,
and next vear in the De Castries Bay, they
were repulsed. It was thus the Crimean war
which induced the Russians to move from their
Transbaikalian arid steppes down the Amur.
Now that this river had been used for two
years in succession as a highroad to the Pa-
cific, and the Chinese made no objection, Mura-
vioff made a diplomatic effort to secure from
China the immense stretches of uninhabited

_ fertile lands on the left lank of the Amur and
the Pacific littoral,~with its harbors, which re-
mained; in fact nobody’s land. This he ob-
tained ‘without firing a single shot—with no
support from St. Petershurg—against ‘the will
of the St. Petersburg bureaucracy.*  Next
year this acquisition was confirmed by a formal
treaty—the war waged by the English and the
French against China in 1857 inducing the Chi-
nese mandarins to grant these territories to
their northern neighbor.

The remainder had necessarily to follow.
When the Siberian railway had been built as
far as Irkutsk, its continuation towards the
ocean was unavoidable. But, as I wrote al-
ready fifteen years ago, v begin building a rail-
way along the left bank of the Amur, down to
Khabarovsk, as it was proposed to do, would
have been a sheer folly. }i‘he first 500 miles
below Sryétensk (its present terminus) and

 thz last 250 miles above Khabardvsk, as well
as the three miles long bridge across the Amur
at this last spot, would have cost simply fool-
ish sums, squandered to no purpose, because
these stretches of land are bound to remain
uninhabited. The only two possible ways of
reaching the ocean from Irkutsk are, either
across Mongolia, zie Urga, or across Manchu-
ria, via Harbin; and this last was done, evi-
dently with the consent of the great ppwers of
Europe. i

Looking now upon all these events, I cannot
but say that it was a misfortune for the Rus-

* sian nation that no other civilized nation had

taken possession of Northern Manchuria. The
whole history of that part of the world would
have taken another turn if, let us say, the
United States had got ‘hold of this territory.
The colonization of the Amur and that railway
across Manchuria have cost immensely to the
Russian people ; but this territory will never be
Russian. 1t will be invaded very soon by Chi-
nese, Corean and Japanese settlers, while Rus-
sian settlers will never feel at home in that
region of monsoons. More than that. Even
as a protection against a possible :march of the
yellow race against Europe, Manchuria would
be of no avail. This is why, before the pres-

R e

ed that'the Manchurian railway, or, at least, its
southern portion to Port Arthur, should be sold
to China—a solution which might have been
possible then, but now that floods of blood\are
going to be shed there would be impossible.

*How the oecupation of the Amur was opposed at
St. Petersburg is best seen from the numerous let-
tors of Muravioff, published in 1891, in his biography.

J Considering now the Japanese advance, it is
only natural that this laborious nation should

try to find new outlets on the mainland of Asia
for its rapidly growing, and already dense,
population, which was 44,260,000 in 1899, and
must be now 46,500,000, the average density in

ent war broke out, so many Russians advocat-,
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different provinces being from 220 to 475 in-/
habitants per square mile. And as the Japan-
ese have succeeded so well in maintaining such
,a dense population -in relative wellbeing on
| their limited territory, Asia would only win if
they further spread their civilization on the
) mainland.
Unfortunately, this rural “pre-ironclad” civ-
" ilization of the‘Japanese is rapidly going away,
and what the Japanese are bringing now is but
an imitation of the European civilization, and
that not in its best forms. Already, in 1891,
Rathgen mentioned the abominable exploita-
tion of women and children in the Japanese
factories which were working for export. In-
stead of basing their industrial production
chiefly upon the needs of a wealthy agricultur-
al population, as is the case, to @ great extent,
in France and the United States, Japanese in-
dustry was based on the impoverishment of the
rural classes and export. Rathgen predicted
therefafge that Japan was-bound to wage war
with China, in order to get the markets which
her industry did not find at home. The war
came, indeed, and only prepared material for
new wars. In addition to the Jfgoism pro-
voked by military success came the Jingoism
that was bred on purpose by a capitalist press
_and the old feudals, who (as the young Japan-
ese Socialist party says in its spirited protest
against this war and in its letter to the Daily
News) hope to recover by war their lost in-
fluence. We know something of the Johannes-
burg way of preparing wars. Another Johan-
nesburg has now grown up, since the Boxer
uprising, at Shanghai, and a third is now To-
kio, with its Anglo-Japanese press (see Alfred
Stead’s most interesting quotations from that
press in-his Fortnightly articles). Of course,
we may smile when~a Japanese statesman tells
us how Japan, marching at the head of the Asi-
atic league, will defeat the European league in
the plains of Siberia, but things become quite
serious when we are told by English friends of
the Japanese that it is not at all Korea that the
Japanesewwant—that it is Peking. Not at all
more room for their population, which, with-
out any war, would have permeated Korea,
Manchuria, and the Russian maritime prov-
ince, but the military le8d of China. .
To pretend that a war inspired by such mo-
tives is going-to be a boon for Russia is sim-
ply a remainder of that faith—the faith of all
workings—according to which providence will
always arrange everything for the good of the
nations, especially the most docile ones. Far
from sharing such a faith, I maintain that the
revolutionary movement in Russia, forty years
old by this time, is now in such a good way that
it does not require the aid of Japanese torpe-
does in order to achieve its aims. Far from
aiding this movement, the war will only retard
it aird divert it from the great issues at stake.
Great economical and political problems,
such as the general impoverishment of the
rural population of Central Russia, the indus-
trial laborers’ question, and the necessity of a
federal organization for the Russian nation,
have imperatively come to the front. At the
same time, the impossibility of further main-
taining the absolute rule has become evident,
even to the rulers themselves. Even members
of the imperial family, even M. Plehve, recog-
nize that. Plehve has put ten years, the others
five years, as the utmost time limit for abso-
lutism. War or no war, the absolute rule had
to disappear. Under such circumstances, what
can the war do but to impose new incredible
sufferings upon the Russian nation and to post-
pone the solution of the great problems just
named, to put an end to the great and broad
popular agitation, and to reduce the little agi-
tation that will be possible in war time to minor
issues? And if the war takes such a turn that
Ritssia has to face great disasters, like that of
Plevna, nearer to home than the coasts of the
Pacific Ocean, then we shall see patriotism tak-

-

~

-~

3

ing the same turn as it took in 1877 and 1'8@ £

Moreover, if we know where this war
gan, we do not know where it will stop. Many
agencies were at work to prepare it, while the
Balkan peninsula was going to begin a new
liberation war. But if the peninsula is set,
ablaze next spring, where will the war in the’
Near East find its solution? In the vicihity of
the Dardanelles? or, maybe, in the Black Sea?
How many years will it last? It is all right
for dreamers to predict that dear old Provi-
dence will turn everything to the best, and
send, in the end, all sorts of blessings upon the
heedless European nations. We can-
not indulge in such dreams. More than any
o_ther war, this one, which represents the let-
ting loose of the worst capitalistic instincts, is
a calamity, which every thinking man ought to
combat with all his energy.—P. Kropotkin, in
The Speaker, London.
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A Chance for Thinkers.

Le Libertaire, of Paris, France, proposes a

“Congress of Correspondence,” inviting the="

Iibqrtarians of the world, and especially liber-
tarian journals and periodicals, to express an
opinion on the following nine questions:

1. What do you understand by Anarchism?

2. What is your ideal of a future society,
and what will be, according to your ideas, the
society of to-morrow? .

3. What, in your opinion, wil the modi-
fications society will have to uticergo before
your ideal of a society is reached

4. What are the means you consider as best
in order to bring about such ideal society?
If you believe in reforms, which are the re-
forms you believe possible to,obtain, and by
what means or actions do youspropose to obtain
these reforms?

5. Do you consider it possible to form an
alliance between the present different factions
in the field of philosophy, and, in case you af-
firm this, on what basis do you support your
assertion? .

6. Do yo& think a_compatible alliance Could

exist between the differentfactions of So-
cialism?

7. If you have renounced Anarchism since
you have been an adherent to it at one time,
what are your reasons for having taken such
a course?

8. What, in your estimation, is the line of
individual conduct asthe most consistent with
your theories under the present state of
society ?

9. What, in your opinion, is the actual situa-
tion of Anarchy te-day, what has it thus far
accomplished, and what has the future in
store for it?

Since there are more or less apparent irre-
concilable differences in the libertarian move-
ments of the world, the question naturally
arises, whether these different schools of
thought are destined to remain indefinitely in
a more or less hostile attitude toward each
other, or,whether they can”be made suscepi-
ble to the idea of combining their forces for
the common advancement of humanity—a
thing “most consummately to be wished for.”

In soliciting answers to the above questions,
Le Libertaire very properly pleads with corre-
spondents to \emit all personalities or scurril-
lous allusions, We discuss theories, not in-
dividuals, and he who resorts to personalities
only proves one thing, i. e., that he has a weak
case. F. CAMBENSY. |

Erratum.—Among other typographical er-
rors in No. 12 of ¥reE Sociery, a distorted
sentence appears on the first page, third col-
umn, last paragraph, fourth and fifth lines,
which should read: “Whose aim was the aboli-
tion of wage slavery and the establishment oi
freedom,” etc. : :
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From the Lips of Liberty.
Nations are factions.
* x *
Progress is a disturber.
® 3k %k
Wisdom and work bring freedom.

* * *

A dead heart cannot beat with hope. \
x x x

Liberty’s sunlight dazzles the weak-eyed.

® ok %

War creates conquerors, but not comrades.
* ok %k

The social spirit is the Backbone of freedom.

L

The great burst the bom\ls\ which keep men
smatll.

* ok ok

Faith in man is more practical than “faith in
d.”
* x x

Polygamy is part of the much greater evil,
monopoly.
* %k X

~T'reason against liberty is the only undenia-

ble treason.
* x %

The State often apologizes; but liberty never

. takes anything back.

* ok ok

The trusts are preparing to hide themselves
behind the lawyers. °

* %k %

e
General Leonard Wood is "bl‘ame]ess," and
now murder may don gold lace.™

; * ok %
If mere piled up words made truth, the lies
would have triumphed long ago.
L I

In three days recently nine Negroes were
lynched in Arkansas. White men commit no

© crimes.

-
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Worship is the beginning of superstition and
narrowness. Liberty herself must not be made
a goddess,

* * %

The journals which are favorable to John
Turner are favorable to liberty, tho often with-
out knowing the fact.

* %k X

The only universal and invariable rule of
conduct is this: Respect the liberty of your
fellowmen, and keep your own.

* * x H

The deceased duke of Cambridge was said
to be a “great admirer of women.” Had he
not been a duke he would have been called a
lecherous wretch. «

* k%

Whenever a human heart, upon hearing the
truth about authority, aspires to be free, those
who have éyes to see may know that a man 1s

born anew.
* * *

From mere shame, or miserable fear of de-
tection at times, the administration at Wash-
ington concedes something to the people. May
their demands eternally increase.

* % %

Anarchism is the announcement by the best
that is in man that the worst that is in him shall
not by any means whatever determine his con-
dition or development. It breaks the chains.

* %k

The people of Paris have done something for
progress by refusing to have the guillotine set
up for executions anywhere in their city.
President Loubet has therefore commuted two

death sentences.
* ok x

The folly which makes every man either a
culprit or a policeman, the folly of lawmaking,
is largely responsible for the estimates which
human beings place upon their characters. We
are better than we know.

* ok ok

" Rapacity ,on the part of German traders
caused the Yevolution among tlie Hereros of
Fastern Africa. Thus the story is repeated
which civilization has ever told when it comes
in contact with simple and trusting'men.

* * *

Social Democratic votes serve one purpose
principally: that of making men think that the
day of miracles has not passed. What a pleas-
ure it is to put a piece of scribbled paper in a
box and then trustingly fold your hands!

® k%

The Colorado mining regions are again to
be ruled by the military, whom the mine own-
ers will pay for their time. Governor Pinhead
—I mean Governor Peabody—has been prom-
ised a renomination for his part in this con-
spiracy. Law and order!

* % % 7

Social evolution has many bypaths and turn-
ings, many retreats and circuitous ways; but
that its work will be to make man free, and
wise in freedom, is the conviction of those who
can find no other reason for the social life than
that it helps manhood.

* % %

The war between the Japanese and Russian
governments is carried on by the myriad slaves
of both, who find a very glory in kissing the
rod, now that their masters are quarrelling over
a fat privilege. ~There is one comforting
thought: men are not always fools.

* % %

All freedoms depend upon one another:
Without moral freedom there is no other free-
dom; without religious freedom there is no

a

other freedom; without ecenémic freedom
there is no other freedom; and without sexual
freedom there is no other freedom. We arc
free when all slavery is at an end.

* ok, kK

Gold deposits of great value are said to have

been found in Tibit. If the report is true,
Tibet will soon be occupied by a host of Brit.
ish, who will “develop” the-country in the lat-
est and most approved manner ; that is, by lay-
ing its green places waste, and reducing its
people to metal grubbing slaves.

* %k %k

That the trades unions present a fine field

for libertarian propaganda cannot be doubted,
when it is remembered that their spirit is not
expressed in a useless ballot, but rather in
strikes, original and sympathetic. Elements of
authority they have, and many of their officials
are corrupt; but the evil in them is incidental,
while their good is fundamental.

* %x *x

When he reached Naples recently, the em-
peror of Germany received a message from the
king of Italy, ending with the words “Your
affectionate friend and loyal ally.” Etiquette
puts a great strain upon the truth at times. No
doubt the king of Italy shared the kaiser’s real

- feelings, which, expressed in words, might

sound like, “I wonder how I could conquer
you and your country.y
‘* * ¥

The love of freedbm has been held up in all
time as the measuré of a man’s, as a nation’s,
glory; it is only when that love threatens to
suspend a constitution or inaugurate a revolu-
tion that its expression is called treason; and
then a Patrick Igenry or one of his kind dares
to be treasonable, perhaps, and defend liberty.
When the love of freedom is adjudged right or
wrong according to its degree, truth must
laugh.

* * EL)

A British librarian declares that “Society”
:reads more of Kipling’s poetry than that of all
other poets-taken together. Bored and dyspeptic
men and-women, whose every wish is4nticipat-
ed by flunkeys, and who can find absolutely
“nothing to do,” must, if they would read
anything at all, turn to strong literary food,
and Kipling’s erratic lyrics, redolent of bluster,
barbarism and blood, doubtless serve to rouse
them a little where other writings would fail.

AMERICUS.

To William Randolph Hearst

¥our love of labor was in full blast to-day,
indeed. The Chronicle gave the news of the
release on bail of John Turner from the iron
cage. Of course, no iron cage was mentioned
by the Chronicle, but then they do not profess
any high or deep affection for labor, like you
do. Your papers, however, did not even give
the news, and if your professions were genu-
ine, you would have devoted the whole of the
front page to such an event, letting the butch-
ery business of the Japs and Slavs take a sec-
ond place. And if you were not man enough
to acknowedge the highest human and hu-
mane ideal—Anarchism, which John Turner
embraces—well, you could have sheltered
your cowardly attitude behind the fact that
Turner is an organizer of labor.

The owners of great newspapers and their
scribes of to-day are merely dollar hunters
and dollar worshippers. _And Jabor’s eyes
are on the Turner case and note your lack of
backbone, consequently your chance of being
presidentsof the United States is not worth a
tinker’s dam.

You can be elected on one line only, and
no one but myself will show you the way. Jf
you ask me 1 shall tell you, and will not take
a cent for the information.

KINGHORN-JONES.
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3:? the Wayside.

L
+ “Experience has not established the fact that
any class of men may safely be trusted to gov-
ern other classes,” the editor of the New York
Times frankly admits, which, however, does
not remove the fact that the editors of our
dailies are always considerably behind the
times; for the Anarchists made that “startling
discovery” decades ago.

*x %k %

At last the lawmakers have succeeded in
demonstrating to us poor mortals that they arc
trying to benefit—themselves. They are going
to raise not only their own salaries from $5,000
to $8,000, but correspondingly increase the
“‘compensation” of the president from $50,000
to $75000. There was another billcin the
House asking for the increase of the letter car-
riers’ salaries, which “was defeated by resort
to a parliamentary quibble,” according to the
New York Journal. This paper thenwgoes
over the records of Congress and makes the
discovery that “labor has always asked in
vain,” which is more than Gompers has so far

found.out.

* k%

That governments existfor the purpose of
protecting life and property, that is, of the rich
and feeble, has again been amply demonstrated
in Colorado. About a hundred miners were
driven out ot town by a mob of “law-abiding
citizens,” who threatened the —victims with
death if they should attempt to return to their
homés-and families. Martial law was imme-
diately in operation to prevent the return of the
exiled and outraged union men, who had an-
nounced their intention of going back under
protection of the injunction they had secured.
The press reports this outrage without com-
ment, which again goes to show that violence
is only decried if it is applied by the toilers in
the attempt to rid themselves of some of the
burdens put on their backs by the drones of
society. )

x * % \

Since the goody-goody Christians and legis-,.
lators of this blissful country are wrestling

with the problem of polygamy and tyrannicide,
some of them have turned to the Bible for en-
lightenment on these perplexing questions, and
they find themselves now in an embarrassing
predicament. “Polvgamy must be accepted as
a legitimate religious qustom by all who accept
the Bible as the actual word of God,” says a
Detroit minister, who has ‘since renounced the
“holy writ”; and Mr. Moses Oppenheimer has
shown by numerous quotations that “the doc-
trine is laid down in the Bible to kill tyrants
and exterminate their families by fair means
or foul.” The next thing in order is, of course,
to suppress the Bible, for this book also claims
that peace and happiness reigned among the
people when there was no government in the
Jand.

: X ¥ %

The tyranny and atrocities perpetrated by
the military and civil authorities against the
Colorado miners have caused the Denver Post
to reflect upon the demerits of government,
which is Anarchistic and good food for
thought. The gist of the editor's frank ad-
Mission is that all officials, high and low, act
“in the interests of themselves and their
cliques.” Tt is not right, but-#t is human nat-
ure, and therefore the courts were instituted
s a bulwark against human passion to the en-
croachments upon personal liberty and public
tights. “But alas!” the editor laments, “judg-
£s, like other men, are only human. They.
too, are swayed by passion, influenced by party
fealty, subjected to the appeals of friends ; and
they, too, may be cowards, moral or physical.
and they, as well as other officers, may regard
their immediate welfare as more important
than_p\'irlcipie or human rights.” Thus the
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editor comes to the conclusion that law is mere-
ly a means to an end of those who are in pow-
er, arid that a judge who here and there shows
nerve and courage enough to stand for princi-

ple should be looked upon as a hero. . Such is
the indictment of government by a conservative
daily, which dares to state the facts as it finds

them.
* * *

Our Socialist friends raise a how! of indigna-
tion and condemnation when the toilers are dis-
charged by the capitalist employers for partisan
reasons. But-the report of the Socialist cofi-
gress, held in Brussels, Belgium, shows that
such discrimination is a very trifling matter in
comparison with the tyranny exercised by the
Socialist co-operative organizations. The fol-
lowing clause found the unanimous approval
of the delegates:

The co-operative organizations should guarantee
their employes permanent employme:ut, grant them
the minimuiit trades union wages, and the eight-
hour work day in all establishments, and consider
them as fellow workers and not as subordinates. The
officers and employes of the co-operative institutions
have to be members of the trades unions, and re-
main within them not only as dues paying members,
but principally as agitators. They should use their
leisure hours granted to them for the study of the
party program and of all socinl questions and al-
ways offer their services to the party. To secure
employment in any of the co-operative institutions
a worker must be a member of the Socialist Labor
party for at least three years, must be organized as
a trades unionist as well as in the political labor
party, be a regular subscriber to a Socialist party
paper, and must have given evidence of his sincerity
towards the party.

The_report further states that the Socialist
party “is getting its main revenues for party
propaganda and agitation from parts of the
enormous profits wielded by the co-operative
societies,” all of which goes to show that the
capitalist exploiters are the personification of
modesty as compared with the Socialist em-
ployers.

* %x =

= On another page appears a synopsis of com-
rade Johir Turner’s lecture, .“Signs of the
“Times,” which he delivered at Cooper Union
.under the auspices of the Free Speech League
on March 24, which was vigorously applauded
by the large audience. But both the press and
the police were sadly disappointed. * The doz-
ens of bluecoats who lingered around the en-
trances of the hall were given no opportunity
“to prevent a violent outbreak of reds,” and
“the lecture was not so radical” lamented the
press. Nothing of a sensational nature oc-
curred, and thus the dailies were robbed of the
conspicuous headlines which usually induce the
curious to rid themselves of their pennies.

“Do you believe the assassination of rulers
tends to help the cause of Anarchism to any
extent?” Comrade Turner was asked after
he finished his lecture, and the reporters took
to their pencils.

“You would have to go a long way back int4
history to make a thoro survey of that subject,”
the speaker replied. “Whether, if you take all
such cases in history into consideration on a
broad philosophical basis, it would appear that
the welfare of society had been advanced, T am
not in a position to say.

“The advocacy of these things I believe to be
harmful, and I am glad of this opportunity te
say so. Any one that begins the advocacy of
such things suggests their commission to other
people.. And the man who remains in a place
of safety and suggests violence to others I be-
lieve to be a coward.”

“Do you believe in violence ?” another audi-
tor asked.

“We Anarchists,” said Turner, “are the only
people who believe that society can be carried
on without organized violence. If there have

o
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been individuals who have commifted violence,
remember tneir training and surroundings.
Stung by seeing force applied on every side
under organized government, they have, after
all, applied only the homaeopathic principle, be-
lieving a small dose of poison would effect a
cure.”

“Why do you not be}iqfve in independent po-
litical action?” some one wanted to know.

“Because I do not believe in any political ac-
tion, independent or otherwise. FEach party
claims to be independent.  Political action
stifles individuality and the spirit of initiative.
Majority rule retards progress, for the masses
are always reactionary. The world is moved
by spontancous individual activity.  Anarch-
ism implies the right of the individual to vol-
untary association. The idea of my Socialist
friends is that capital is being concentrated in
fewer hands until it will be in the hands of a
very few, with whom it will be easy to deal.
The truth is, capital is increasing so that the
number of the rich are continually on the “in-
crease. This is what makes the social problem
more and more complex. The=number of
parasites in society is growing. Almost every
worker can now carry a parasite on his back.
[ am also a Socialist, onlv T am a little more of
a Socialist than those adhering to Socialist par-
ties.” INTERLOPER.

From Far and Near.

John Turner ]ect‘fcd to a large audience in
Philadelphia on March 27, in Odd Fellows’
Temple, Broad st.

The initial number of Freeland, a critical
journal of economics and politics, is announced
for April 15. exander Horr, 816 Broadway,
New York, is the editor and pubilsher.

In London, England, the Jewish comrades
are now publishing Kropotkin's “Memoirs of
a Revolutionist” in jargon> The book can be
ordered from L. Baron, 9 Pelham st., Brick

y Lane, London E., England. .

God'’s terrcstrial manager of the Pennsylva-
nia coal fields has shut down some of the col-
lieries in order to maintain high prices, not-
withstanding the mild weather and the conse-
quent reduction of demand. Had the miners
quit work in order to maintain the old wage
scale our guardians of the public welfare, the

__dailies, would immediately have raised a hue
and cry about the “injury to business” and the
great loss of wages, but when the Baers and
Rockefellers fill their pockets at the expense of
the toilers the press observes conspicuous si-
lence!

. &

The Russian 1evolutionary Socialists vigor-
ously protest against the attitude of their Ger-
man brethren regarding the suppression of the
Hereros in Africa, who, according to Dr.
Stueber, director of the colonial department,
“revolt because they cannot forget their for-
mer freedom.”. In their sinccrity the Russian
Socialists cannot comprehend why the German
Socialist representatives should not have pro-
tested against the subjugation of the people in
Africa who are fighting for their independence.

An incident which occurred about three
months ago in a large government factory in
the suburb of Ekaterinoslaf clearly shows of
what stuff the Russian workers are made. One
day the management posted notices in the iron
workers' department that their wages would be
decreased. After 6 p. m. the workers gathered
at the office and demanded that the notices he
taken aff the walls, as they would not accept
lower wages. The director insulted the work-
ers, for which he got a good thrashing, after
which the rebellious toilers emptied the com-

_pany stores, burned down the office and the
residences of the officers, and when the troops
arrived the rigters were sotnd asleep.

-
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Gorilla Talk.

In the Gaboon country I had sauntered one
day, alone and unarmed, into the primeval for-
est, all absorbed in my thoughts. >

Traversing a magnificent series of floral
glens with crystal brooks, moss-carpeted nooks
of retreat and rest, and. lofty domes of ar-
boreal architecture, covered by'a sunlit roof of
verdure allowing only occasional glimpses of
the skies to remind one of the outside world,
my eyes suddenly met an object that transfixed
me. Leaning against the trunk of an immense
ebony tree, a full grown
watching my movements. Tho his aspect ter-
rified me so that my first impulse was to seek
safety in flight, yet on looking again I per-
ceived that he was quietly and pacifically re-

arding-me with almost a paternal interest. I
%elt riveted “to the ground, and was only able
to clatter my teeth and tremble in fear of what
might come next.

“Come and sit down,” said the gorilla, beck-
oning me to the mossy bank he stood on. “You
need not fear anything—from me. I am_not
brute enough to take the life, of deferfseless
creatures, as man does.” f

I hesitatingly advanced, and both of us sat
down at the_foot of the tree on a thick carpet
of soft moss. “Fhe ape looked me all over for
quite a while, and without saying a word. Then
he felt my arms, legs and chest, and, in a com-
passionate voice, mixed with a certain degree
of envy and contempt, he said slowly:

“So you are a human being ?”

Somewhat ashamed, 1 answered, “Yes."”

“Well, if you are, I should judge that you're
not a particularly pretty specimen after all the

centuries of civilization and culture you've had.
How small your stature, how soft your mus-
cles, and how frail your bones, and with a
smooth skin that the least sting of an insect can
inflame. And such a narrow and flat chest
how can you breathe properly ?” %

And, shaking his head, he continued: “And
I am thought to be your inferior in everything,

o
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Breaking my perplexed silence, he said gen-
tly, bowing his head to me: “Let us see what
vou have done since the day that”

“What day?” I asked anxiously.

“The day on which, in a moment of foolish-

\ ness, I made spring forth from our family that

! cursed human race.”

“Well, yes; 1t has accomplished many things
since.”

“Many contemptible things; is it not so?”

“I don't wish to boast too much.”

“Tell me, then, about some of the things you
have accomplished.”

“Well, ever since we began to propagate on
this earth, we always had the desire to create
religions and patriotism; we therefore invent-
ed the priests to serve some of us, a1id the sol-
diers to defend the others.”

“Yes, you invented war when you could have
lived free and happy without it, as, for in-
stance, in this beautiful sylvan dell, with fruits
of all sorts abounding; or by the breezy side
of a lake with fish and fowl in plenty; or in the
warm mountain caves, with cattle and game for
your necessities all around, and yourself free
to roam wherever you chose.”

“Alas, I believe that man had to be deccived
by lies and kept in degradation and poverty in
order that we might rule him.”

“Yes, you have made a nice mess of your
faculties. I don’t know exactly what you un-
derstand by religion and patriotisni;"but I can
only too plainly see the tragk of blood and de-
struction they have left in their path—hideous
and worse than fevers and the pest: As for
your priests and your soldiers, I have seen

- them occasionally in the wilderness, doling out
‘ci\vilization’ ; the former brandishing a terrible

A

orilla was quietly -
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mace they called a cross, and the latter disem-
boweling the defenceless natives, sometimes
murdering all they miet, men, animals, plants,

and destroying huts /and provisions. 1 never
saw anything like their murderous mania in
all the kingdom of nature—diré destruction for
the love o?it.”\‘;\ |

I hung my head in shame. “It is true,” T
said by way of excuse, “we have not been very
fortunate in the choice of our means to succeed,
and so far the issue—humanity—has in reality
only resulted in a cry of pain and despair all
over the earth.”

The ;gorilla appeared greatly agitated, and
without deigning to regard me, would only
utter, now in ridicule, now in sadness, the ex-
clamation: “Oh, the fool!~Oh, the imbecile!
What chaos!” N

After a while he said bitterly: “Are you go-
ing to continue to live in imbecility, in crime—
in this torture?”

“What would you have me do?” said I.

“Coarse and stupid creature! ~ Why don’t
you wipe out all this coniusion and suffering
you have created ?”

“The confusers are too many ; it is impossi-
ble to cope with them. From one pole to an-
other humanity has been poisoned by the lie;
I am chained down by the chain of my own
forging; my hands are tied—it is too late to
amend.”

The gorilla shrugged his shoulders and in a
rude voice exclaimed: “It’s because you don't
want to!  You're too cowardly! You are
lacking in energy. Your heart is as weak as
your body is feeble—debased wretch! I am
only a simple gorilla, and little versed in your
histories, your doctrines, and your morals; but
nature has taught me to comprehend things—
and your priests and soldiers are but phantoms
in spite of the immemorial time during which
you have worshipped and feared them,—they
are an absurdity! 7Too often I've heard all
this, and [ am tired. Wake up-and be doing
something, nevertheless.” e

Feeling uneasy under the humiliating blows
of the gorilla's argument, and endedvoring to
bolster up my confidence, I drew myself up*
and expostulated : -

“But we have done some admirabie-things”

: . Rut the gorilla soon cut short my
efforts; his look of abject pity made me feel
smaller than ever.

“Euough,'&said he.

“I don’t want to know

< _subordinate bodies are laws.

great reverence for justice? Majority rule is
the most offensive and most tyrannical of al|
the known forms of government.

- Sk e

The World severelv criticizes and condemns

- the president for his presumption in ordering 1

ruling made on pensions, in the Pension De-
partment. In this case, as often happens where
questions arise, both sides are in the right. It
is true, as the World claims, that it does not
come within the president’s prqvince to make
laws, and yet it is a fact that, as the world
goes, presidents do make laws, and a good
many of them. In all government, theory is
one thing and practice another. A very large
propottion of our American laws are not made
y congress or the State. All the rulings of
the departments are laws; all the decrees
of courts are laws; all the ordinances of
As a matter of
fact, the pension department has been sending
out rulings, which are known to be true laws
for a long timé. Why could it not carry the
principle a little farther and make the ruling
in the case of age? It is true the president
has taken a long step, but it is on a route much
travelled.
* ok 3k
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All of the writer’s late works—including
“Radical Wrongs,” “Life Without a Master,”
“New Dispensation,” and the last, “Living
Thoughts”—have been devoted to Life Ques- —
tions, to the greatest and grandest of all, ‘the
question: How to Live. Few are interested in
this question, because there are so many other
questions that are considered more entertaining
and believed to be more important.  People
want to sing and dancé all day long—they want
to enjoy themselves and do like other folks.
Why do we have so many almshouses and
homes for the friendless, always filled to over-
flowing? Why do so many, so very many, fill
patpers’ graves?  Why are there so many
asylums and hospitals all filled from basement

to garret—with crazy folks, feeble-minded ~~

folks, sick folks, helpless folks and especially
with folks who are without either means or
friends? How did they get there? Because
they could not go anywhere else, and nobody
would have them around. ls it easy to get
there? No, it is hard to get there, because
cvery room is crowded. . . . Anybody can
get to the poorhouse—if there is a vacancy.

the ‘admirable” things you have done, because But really the friendless are not wanted even

as you and yours have not been able to rid
yourself of priestcraft and patriotism and ail
the bestiality that is connected therewith, it is
clear that you have done nothing at all. Here,
take some of the fruits that I have gathered
from the trees, and say nothing more.”

I accepted, and devoured it in voluntary si-
lence.—Translated from the French of Mir-
beau.

Living Thoughts.

The late Northern Securities decision of the
United States Supreme Court affords a very
nice illustration of the basis upon which law
and justice are founded in this country. It 1s
called the decision of the court, and it becomes
the law of the land; and yet it was not the de-
cision of the couft. It was the decision of only
five of the court; and hardly that, for Justice

at the poorhouse, except by the keeper, and
with him it is a matter of interest. Regbplg arz
allowed to go to the poorhouse, simply betausc
it would not look well to stand by and see them
freeze or starve. However, the taxpayer is
always glad to hear that one more inmate has
died a natural death and his name is stricken
from the roll. It makes taxes less. Let it
never be forgotten that a person who is penni-
less and able to do nothing is never wanted by
anybody—except the undertaker. We wish
our voice were louder, or rather that people’s
hearing were better. But as it is, it does no
good either to talk or write. If we had the
trump of the Angel Gabriel, we do not believe
it would do one bit of good. Some people sleep
so soundly that you cannot wake them up.
Nothing arouses them except hunger, or a de-
sire to enjoy themselves.

We are in the habit of speaking disparaging-
ly of savages, and we are amazed at their ig-

Brewer did not agree with his colleagues, tho .norance and want of culture, but it is well that _

he consented to what they did. The other
four men, just as able and just as good judges
every way, were entirely ignored and treated
as if they never had existed. That is the way
that decisions in court are reached, and it shows
the shabby foundation on which justice rests,
in this as ‘well as in other countriés. Is it anv
wonder that a great many people in this coun-
try have no very high regard for law, and no
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the public should be reminded that savages get '
along nicely without poorhouses, hospitals,
asylums for the feeble minded, asylums for the
blind, insane asylums, and even without laws,
prisons, schools or churches—simply because
they do not need them. The American Indian
is a perfect man. The American gentleman is
an imperfect man. That is the leading differ-
ence between the two. J. WiLson.




- I do not fear the free woman. I fear the en-
slaved woman. The man who fears to see his
mate walk the earth a free and untrammeled
being is himself at heart a slave, unworthy of
his mother’s agony.*—liranklin H. Wentworth.

*

It should be borne in mind that our mar-
riage system, like our religious and our govern-
mental system, is only one out of many. It is
only for the time being, and eventually it will
disappear. When woman achieves her inde-
pendence, as she undoubtedly will some day,
she will not tolerate for a2 moment any husband
and master. She will want to retain her name
and have her own property, and when it comes
to the mafter of service she will not consent to
be the slave of any l:uman being.—J. Wilson.

* %k

Dr. Isador Singer writes to the New Era
that Agnosticism is_making rapid progress in
the Jewish quarter. says: “Strange as it
may seem to the uninitiated, it is nevertheless
a fact that the disappearance of the religious
element in the make-up of Jewish life pro-
ceeds much more rapidly with our Russian
brethren than with us slow thinking Ashkena-
zim and Sephardim. - They jump almost with-
out transition from extreme orthodoxv to Ag-
nbsticism, or. what is still worse, to absclute
indifference in religious matters. They quick-
Iv arrive at the conviction that the great meta-
physical problems which could not be solved by
Rambour. Spinoza, Mendelssohn and Lazarus
will not find their solution at the hands of the
voung men who are being prepared for their
ministry by the Tewish theological seminaries
of New York and Cincinnati.”—Truth Sceker.

A Last Word.

T am quite content to allow the group super-
vision controversy to rest where it is, leaving
the readers of FrRee SocieTy each-to determine
for him or herself the merits of the positions
taken by Comrade Fox and myself. The is-
sues have been plainly presented: our differ-
ences have been made clear as they could be
made ; and there is no advantage that T can see
in further reiteration. I shall make no re-
joinder to the restatements of Comrade Fox.
But-there is a matter of some importance.
which T will deal with briefly ; my treatment of
which will show how looselv our comrade

~thinks, and make it clear that it is as easy for

“him to misconceive me as it is to think looselv.
~For, in essential steze matters, presented in No.
457, he has made assumptions respecting mv
views for which there is no basis. either in
what T have said or in any implications of what
T have said.

Tn his second paragranh Comrade Fox states
that he expected me to defend my definition of
Anarchism. I gave no definition of Anarch-
ism anywhere in any of my articles ; for the ex-
cellent reason that a definition was agreed upon
for purposes of argument in the beginning,
that implied by the term Anarchist Commun-
ism, In this same paragraph he states by im-
plication that voluntary submission is equiv-
alent to freedom. A race of slaves, then, a
race of men willing to be slaves (the kind of
men that Comrade Fox and all the rest of us
are trying to arouse). is not governed, but is
free!  Well, this is news indeed to us noor
voung, and undeveloped Anarchists. Com-
rade Fox will have to go a little deener for his
distinctions between liberty and authority.

In his third paragraph our friend draws
comparisons between group supervision and the
supervision of instructors. foremen, and the

instructor gets the government behind him to

ﬁlsfl rce submission to his supervision does he

violate the princioles of Anarchism.” T thank

Comrade Fox for that admission (tho he
T '\\ i

I of the vourig. He says, too, that, “Not till the
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doubtless makes it unintentionally), for that is
what I have been asking him for all along.
Does he not remember now, and does the read-
er not remember, that his originally proposed
group supervision of “Jones” carried with it
the power to force Jones out of fthe editorial
chair? On his own admission, now, a group
having the power “to enforce submission” to
its “supervision” wiolates \“the principles of
Anarchism.” - Before Comrade,Fox judges
anyone again he should make sure that his
ggpabilities are beyond suspicion.  And this
complete confusion and breakdown in his argu-
ment he cannot afford to ignore; for in it he
concedes all that I originally contended for,
and brings the controversy to an end. I did
not expect Comrade Fox to concede my point
in this manner. Now the words with which [
opened this article are explained. =3

In his final paragraph Comrade Fox-states
that T am opposed to group propaganda. An-
other misrepresentation! T am a member of a
group myself, and believe most thoroughly in
its work. What I do oppose is group I&v-
ernment.” To all that a group can legitimate-
Iy do, as T explained in my second article, T
give most cordial assent.

Cri W. F. BARNARD.

The Earth and thé Human Race.

There are still millions of people who enter-
tain the idea that property in land is proper
and perfectly just, altho even the ancient phi-
losophers repudiate such a notion, as the aver-
age man can see in the Bible, which says that
“land should neither be bought nor sold.”

“You trespass on my land,” said an English
lord when he met a workingman crossing the
field. “Your land?” queried the worker.
“How did you get it?” “Well, T got it from
my father.”  “Where did he get it from?”
“Why, he got it from his father.” “And how
did his father get it?” “He fought for it, you
dunce!” the lord -replied proudly.  “Well,”
said the worker calmly, “take off your coat; !
am ready to fight for it.” .

This may be a primitive lesson in sociology.”
but it is perfectly correct and to the point.,
Property in land is entirely an arbitrary ar?
rangement, upheld by violence, i. e., main-
tained by virtue of ignorance and the police
club.

Can the idea of retaining land by purchase
be justified from a biolhgical point of view?
Certainly not.  Thes science of biology, to
which I can refer only briefly and superficiallv,
teaches us that there is a close relationship be-
tween the earth and the human race; that life
originated in a minute cell—protoplasm or a
jelly-like substance, which contains oxygen.
hydrogen, nitrogen, albumen. and a particle of
carbon, the latter of which is the very life of
that single cell. ‘This cell, or the smallest thing
endowed with life, is called infusoria, and is
visible to the naked eye, and much smaller than
.a pin’s head. In the course of untold millions

" of years this infusoria has evoluted into a hu-
man being. In other words, in the course of
its transformation that small creature devel-
oped into a large biological tree (if T may use
the term), and, like an ordinary tree, it began
to give forth branches, namely, large and small
jelly-like fishes, vertebra, semi-amphibia, am-
phibia, reptilia, lizards, crocodiles, birds, and
lastly, all sorts of mammalia, which finally
reaches the present form of a human being—
“the crown of creation,” as thé:naturalists are
inclined to call it. =

Another jelly-like substance (infusoria) de-

~veloped into a botanical tree, producing

like, who are developing the minds or muscles—~branehes, such as sea grass, sea weeds, sponges,

sea vegetables, etc., finally creeping out on
land, diversifving its vegetation from the most
infinitesimal leaf of grass to the magnificent
California trees. In short, to quote Professor
Huxley, in studying the origin of a human be-
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ing and the origin of a tree we come to the
conclusion that both the tree and the human
being originated from a jelly-like substance.

The biological tree or the organic world has
been and is assisted by certain processes of
nature, such as reproduction, inheritance, adap-
tation, natural selection, modification, environ-
ment, the struggle for existence, etc. The
science of chemistry, on the other hand, veri-
fies the theory of evolution in claiming that the
human being is a combination of the chemicals
which can be found in the earth, or, in other
words, whatever you find in the human body
you find also in mother earth. y

See, then, that the earth is the original moth-
er of the human race, and therefore its mem-
bers—sons and daughters—are justified in
maintaining themselves upon mother earth
without let or hindrance. There is no reason
why we should pay for the use of land any
more than for air and sunshine in the desert of
Sahara.

Every human being is the natural owner of
the earth, and is justified in claiming enough
land for his maintenance. We have, therefore,
to free the land—by peaceful means if we can,
by force if we must—by the same means that
it is now withheld from the people. Then let
us live and prosper on it, and try to assist those
laws or principles which developed us into the
present form of intelligent human beings.

i . W.R.

Literature."

Le MARIAGE CHEZ TOUS LES PEUPLES (Marriage
Among All Peoples). By Henri d'Alméras. Pub-
lished by C. Reinwald, Schleicher freres & Co., 15,
rue des Saints-Péres, Paris, France. Price, 3 fr. 50.

The innumerable forms of marriage among
all peoples of the world, which the author in-
volves~in a knot somewhat arbitrary at times;
are distinguished by four periods: The sav-
age régime, where woman is the prey which
submits to man who has_c6fiquered her by
violence as much as;by love; the barbarian
régime, where the woman is a piece of mer-
chandise, protected by law or custom as a
piece of property more precious than all others;
the hierarchie régime. where the husband has

“the authority of a father, but is also expected
to show tfiederness; and, lastly, the civil ré-
‘gime, where marriage becomes a civil act in
which the woman finds more guaranties and
liberties than in the preceding periods. These
forms are not, however, always successive,
but often exist simaltancously side by side.
They had for their original basis the scorn of
woman we~find in all ancient religions.

The conceptions the diffrent people had of
marriage can be learned from the ceremonies
with which they surround it; the study of
these ceremonies, often very poetic, has been
made by the author in a very complete fash-
ion, which renders his book very interesting.

But to study an institution it does npt suf-
fice to rtelate only the exterior forms of it,
and in the second part of the book the author
shows in what measure marriage was sub-
jected to the morals of the people, and that
it has been menaced by the extension of celi#
bacy, the worship of money, the growing de-
sire for emancipation of woman, adultery and
divorce; and the inductions and conclusions
of the author will certainly find many oppon-
ents.

Taken as a whole this book is interesting
and instructive; it will be read with pleasure
and benefit by those who are familiar with the
French language

-

Bt

The law is always mute and inactive ‘when
something that is good is to be rewarded or
nobleness to be awakened, but it has immedi-
ately voice gnd strength when there is some-
thing to be condemned and punished.—Multa-

tuli. e <
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